
 

By GAIGE DAVILA

editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com

Hundreds of people are hospi-

talized inside the Valley Baptist 

Health System with COVID-19, 

tens of which are on ventilators, in 

what Chief Executive Officer Les-

lie Bingham says has been a “surge 

response” inside the hospitals. 

Healthcare workers responding 

to COVID-19 patients in Cameron 

County hospitals are “exhausted,” 

according to Bingham. 

“The demand that is on every-

one is incredible at this point,” 

Bingham said during a press con-

ference held by Cameron County 

Judge Eddie Treviño, Jr. “They 

all continue to show up and give 

it their all, but they are exhausted: 

physically, mentally and emotion-

ally.” 

Treviño said the state has sent 

“over 700” doctors and nurses to 

respond to COVID-19 cases in 

Cameron County. Treviño also said 

he is requesting more help from 

the state and federal government 

for funding for field hospitals and 

“alternative sites” for COVID-19 

patients. 

As of press time, there are 3,120 

cases of COVID-19 in Cameron 

County, 2,285 of which have re-

covered. Seventy-one Cameron 

County residents have died from 

COVID-19. 

Cameron County has a 7.82 per-

cent positive rate of COVID-19 as 

of July 6, according to Treviño, 

saying it’s lower than other places 

in the state, but that the positive 

rate is higher than it was in April 

and May. 

Bingham said the rate of mortal-

ity within the Valley Baptist Health 

System, 3.8 percent, has doubled 

since June of last year, 1.7 percent, 

accounting for the rising number 
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By GAIGE DAVILA

editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com

The City of 

South Padre 

Island will 

continue re-

stricting the 

space between 

umbrellas on 

the beach through July, as 

COVID-19 cases continue 

to rise in Cameron County. 

In the order’s extension, a 

new rule has been added: no 

setups in the 15 feet of space 

between umbrellas. 

South Padre Island Coun-

cilperson Joe Ricco said 

beach vendors noticed 

beachgoers were setting 

down in the space between 

the umbrellas, noting he had 

also noticed the phenomena 

this past week. 

“The umbrellas are 15 

feet apart, but we have other 

guests now encroaching in 

that space and setting up,” 

Ricco said. “That’s defeat-

ing the purpose of the 15 

feet spacing.” 

The order was extended 

and modified during a spe-

cial emergency meeting on 

July 7. 

The initial emergency or-

der was issued June 30, in 

a special emergency meet-

ing. South Padre Island City 

Council voted 5-to-1 to or-

der all shade structures to 

be 15 feet away from each 

other on the beach. The 

shade structures, according 

to the order, can be only sin-

gle-poled, with two persons 

maximum underneath. Any 

canopies with several poles 

or frames are not allowed on 

the beach, according to the 

order. 

In a text message to the 

PRESS before the July 7 

meeting, South Padre Island 

Mayor Patrick McNulty 

said he wanted to see the or-

der extend through the end 

of July, noting he observed 

people following the orders. 

“I think it went extremely 

well, considering it was im-

plemented with very little 

notice to the general pub-

lic,” he said. 

During  the  July  7 meet-

ing, McNulty mentioned 

bridge traffic during the 
Fourth of July weekend was 

down over 50 percent, in 

comparison to two week-

ends ago. 

SPI extends beach restrictions 

MCNULTY

County’s COVID-19 situation worsens 

By GAIGE DAVILA

editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com

A state appeals court 

panel has unanimously 

denied the City of Port 

Isabel’s interlocutor ap-

peal in a lawsuit between 

the city and former city 

manager Edward Meza. 

The state’s Thirteenth 

Court of Appeals, which 

serves Cameron County 

and several other South 

Texas counties, in a July 

2 memorandum opinion 

by Justice Gloria Bena-

videz, affirmed the 444th 

District Court of Camer-

on County’s denial of the 

City Port Isabel’s motion 

for dismissal. 

The appeals court heard 

oral arguments from the 

city’s attorney, Gilberto 

Hinojosa, and Meza’s at-

torney, Daniel Goldberg, 

in October 2019.

Meza’s case was first 

argued in the federal 

Southern District Court 

PI appeal denied 
in Meza case

By GAIGE DAVILA

editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com

Eight years since a 

woman was found dead 

on the northern end of 

South Padre Island, the 

Cameron County Sher-

iff’s Office is still inves-

tigating who she was and 

how she got there. 

On July 3, the Cameron 

County Sheriff’s Office 

said, in a Facebook post, 

they were still investi-

gating the discovery of a 

‘Jane Doe,’ an unidenti-

fied woman between 43-

55 years old, 95 pounds 

and around 5 feet tall, 

with black, straight to 

wavy hair approximately 

17 inches long, accord-

ing to the woman’s miss-

ing person’s profile. 

On October 10, 2012, 

a man was walking on 

the northern end of South 

Padre Island, five miles 
past Cameron County 

Beach Access 6, when he 

discovered the woman’s 

body which, according to 

a KSAT report from 2012, 

had been disturbed by coy-

otes. In the woman’s miss-

ing person’s profile, her 

Sheriff’s Office still
investigating ‘Jane
Doe’ found on SPI

Flying high
WWII-era biplanes fly over Port Isabel on July 4, as part of the Rio Grande Valley wing of the Com-
memorative Air Force’s annual Fourth of July Flyover.                                     (Photo by Phil Kohler)
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Pay Rate: $10.00/hour
Performs all duties and responsibilities regarding the Anti-Litter Beach 
Program to ensure compliance with laws related to littering and glass 
on the public beach within the City Limits. Enforces all City and 
State Ordinances on the beach and assists in Anti-Litter and Code 
Enforcement. Applicant must have the ability to work after hours, 
weekends and holidays. This position works through the summer 
months. High school diploma or GED equivalent is required along with 
a valid state driver’s license. Please refer to the position description 

for complete job details and requirements. 

This position is open until filled. 

To apply for a City of South Padre Island available position you must 
submit a completed application form by mail, fax, email, or Bamboo 
HR to:

The City of South Padre Island
attn: Human Resources

4601 Padre Blvd. 
South Padre Island, TX 78597

Fax: (956) 467-1529
employment@myspi.org

https://myspi.bamboohr.com/jobs/ 

LITTER ENFORCEMENT OFFICER:
(Seasonal/Part-Time)

Cameron County Insurance Center, Inc. 

(956) 943-6481
302 Queen Isabella

Pt Isabel

info@cameroncountyinsurancecenter.com

I can help custom-build a policy for your new home.

NEW ALLSTATE HOUSE & HOME

YOUR SEARCH FOR THE 

RIGHT HOME INSURANCE 

STOPS HERE

Finding the right  home can be a  lot  of  work,  but  

finding the right home  insurance  is  easy  with  new  

Allstate  House  &  Home.  I  can customize  a  policy  

and  save  you  money  with  great  features  like the 

Claim-Free Bonus. Call me today!

Feature is optional. Bonus applied as a credit to your next renewal bill provided no claims are made during the 

preceding annual policy period. Subject to terms, conditions, and availbility. Savings vary. Allstate Vehicle and 

Property Insurance: Northbrook, IL. © 2012 Allstate Insurance Company

By DAVID LOPEZ

editor@sbnewspaper.com

Long-time law enforce-

ment officer Don Duncan 
was recognized by Senator 

Eddie Lucio, Jr. last month 
for 40 years of exemplary 

and unblemished service 
in public safety as a Texas 
peace officer.

“I was chosen for this 
rare award by Senator Lu-

cio, who I’ve known for 
many years,” said Duncan. 
“ I had all the experience 
and tools. I’ve got 40 years 
of immaculate service, and 
no skeletons in the closet.”

Apart from a plaque and 
proclamation, Duncan was 
recognized with a Texas 
flag flown over the state 
capital. 

Currently, Duncan is 

40 years of Service
Duncan honored for exemplary duty

Honored
Reserve Deputy for Pct. 1 Don Duncan receives a 
recognition for 40 years of service from Senator Ed-
die Lucio, Jr.                                  (Courtesy photo)

a Reserve Deputy with 
Cameron County Precinct 
1 Constable Pete Delga-

dillo covering the Laguna 
Madre area. 

Recently, Duncan was 
in the race for Cameron 
County Precinct 5 Consta-

ble and is considering run-

ning as a write-in candidate 

in November’s election. 
Duncan began his ca-

reer in law enforcement 

with the City of Harlingen 
at the age of 17, soon en-

rolling at the Rio Grande 
Valley Police Academy at 
18. Finally, Duncan began 
working as a police officer 
for the Harlingen Police 
Department at age 20.

Soon after, Duncan at-
tended Texas Southmost 
College in Brownsville 
and began teaching at the 
Rio Grande Valley Police 
Academy at their request. 

Afterward, Duncan began 
serving as a deputy for the 
Cameron County Sheriff’s 
Department, working his 
way through the ranks to 
eventually become cap-

tain. As Captain, Duncan 
received training from top 
police academies in Texas 
and many Federal Burea 
of Investigation’s training 
programs.

In his time with the sher-
iff’s department, Duncan 
managed the Criminal In-

vestigation Unit. He over-
saw the Cameron County 
Jail and its staff.

“After that, I was hired 
to head the Internal Secu-

rity Police at Valley Bap-

tist Health System in the 
Harlingen office, where I 
was in charge of 200 em-

ployees,” Duncan said. 
Duncan remained at that 

position for 25 years un-

til he decided to do some 
private consulting work on 
his own. He would go into 
different departments to re-
solve internal affairs with 
employees and budgets.

Duncan still dedicates 
his time to community ser-
vice, often delivering do-
nated food and clothes to 
the disabled and people in 
need, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I feel really inspired, 
and I enjoy working for 
people and with the people 
of Cameron County, who 
have been good to me all 
my career,” said Duncan. 
“I’m still active in law en-
forcement and plan to re-
main serving the people of 
Cameron County.”

Our Geriatric Behavioral Health Unit offers individualized short-term care in a warm, secureand supportive atmosphere for older adults experiencing psychiatric symptoms which require24-hour acute inpatient treatment.This program was designed for older adults* who are experiencing emotional, behavioral or mentalhealth issues, such as:•  Self-injurious (suicidal) thoughts or behaviors•  Severe agitation or anxiety•  Destructive or combative behavior•  Behavioral changes•  Delusions, hallucinations or paranoia

•  Social withdrawal, loss of interest in personal    appearance / hygiene•  Change in sleeping patterns or insomnia:    change in appetite•  Dementia with behavioral disturbances such as    agitation, anger and aggression
*Patients younger than 55 will be evaluated on a case by case basis.

2101 Pease Street  •  Harlingen, Texas 78550(956) 389-4940
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Publicidad política pagada por la candidata.

  La Candidata Demócrata, Sara Stapleton Barrera, pide su apoyo 
una vez más en las elecciones de segunda vuelta entre ella y eddie Lucio Jr. 
Si votó en las elecciones primarias o no, vote por Sara en la próxima vuelta 
durante las elecciones anticipadas del 29 de junio al 10 de julio o este 14 de 
julio el Día de las elecciones para ayudarla a convertirse en la primera mujer 
Senadora del Distrito 27.
   Sara Stapleton Barrera es altamente reconocida. ella es una abogada 
litigante y recibió el premio Rising Lawyer en mcallen este año. actualmente 
es miembro de la junta de disciplina de la región para abogados en el Sur 
de Texas. También Sara tiene una serie de avales, incluyendo al candidato 
Rubén Cortez, miembro de la Junta de educación del estado, albert alegría, 
Presidente de la asociación de educadores del Valle de Texas, asociación 
de maestros del estado de Texas, Texas Rising, mujeres Democráticas del 
Condado de Cameron, annie’s List y The Sierra Club, por nombrar algunos.
   Sara nació en Harlingen e hizo de Brownsville su hogar. es hija de un ex 
Presidente Demócrata del Condado de Cameron y no es ajena a la política. 
Sara también es ex Presidenta de la asociación de abogados del Condado 
de Cameron y ex defensora pública de los pobres en el Condado de Willacy.
   el actual Senador Lucio ha ocupado el cargo durante demasiado tiempo 
y está en contra de los límites del mandato. Sara apoya activamente los 
límites de términos y anticorrupción. Sara tiene la experiencia para redactar 
legislación para el distrito con una perspectiva adicional de una madre y 
una ex maestra de escuela. ella tiene la intención de reducir las pérdidas 
del gobierno en programas inviables y reinvertir en la educación básica, 
la atención médica asequible, la creación de empleos y la preservación de 
nuestro medio ambiente.
   Una vez elegida, Sara también salvaguardará a los residentes del sur de 
Texas al garantizar que todos los recursos accesibles para COVID-19 estén 
disponibles de manera rápida y eficiente para ayudar, detectar, tratar y 
cuidar a las personas con el virus.
   ¡Cada voto cuenta! Salga y vote por la candidata Demócrata, Sara Stapleton 
Barrera para el Distrito 27 del Senado de Texas que representa a Cameron, la 
parte del este de los condados de Hidalgo, Kenedy, Kleberg y Willacy.
  Votar es una actividad esencial, pero use una máscara facial y tome medidas 
de protección.

Para más información por favor
visite el portal de Sara en

www.sarastapletonbarrera.org

Una Voz Nueva

Stapleton Barrera

para el Senado de Texas Distrito 27

Political advertising paid for by the candidate.

Democratic Candidate, Sara Stapleton 

Barrera asks for your support once more in the 

runoff election between herself and eddie Lucio 

Jr. Whether you voted in the Primary election 

or not, vote for Sara in the upcoming runoff 

during early election June 29th-July 10th 

or this July 14th on election Day and help 

her become the first woman Senator of 

District 27.

Sara Stapleton Barrera is highly 

decorated.  She is a trial lawyer 

and was the recipient of the Rising 

Young Lawyer award in mcallen 

this year. She currently sits on 

her region’s board of discipline 

for attorneys in South Texas. also, 

Sara has an array of endorsements, 

including from candidate Ruben 

Cortez, a member of the State Board of 

education, albert alegria, President of 

Texas Valley educators association, Texas 

State Teachers association, Texas Rising, 

Cameron County Democratic Women, annie’s 

List, and The Sierra Club to name a few.

   Sara was born in Harlingen and made 

Brownsville her home. She is the daughter 

of a former Cameron County Democratic 

Chair and is no stranger to politics.  Sara 

is also the former President of the Cameron 

County attorney association, and a former 

public defender for the poor in Willacy 

County. 

     Incumbent Senator Lucio has held office 

too long and is against term limits.  Sara 

actively supports term limits and anti-

corruption. Sara has the expertise to write 

legislation for the district with an additional 

perspective of a mother and former school 

teacher. She intends to cut government 

waste on unworkable programs and reinvest 

in quality education, affordable health care, 

the creation of jobs, and preservation of our 

environment. 

   Once elected, Sara will also safeguard 

the residents of South Texas by ensuring 

all accessible resources for COVID-19 are 

quickly and efficiently available to help 

detect, treat, and care for the people with 

the virus.

every vote counts! Get out the vote 

for Democratic Candidate, Sara Stapleton 

Barrera for Texas Senate District 27 

representing Cameron, eastern portion 

of Hidalgo, Kenedy, Kleberg, and Willacy 

counties. 

Voting is an essential activity, but wear 

a face mask and take protective measures.  

Please visit Sara’s website at 
www.sarastapletonbarrera.org 

for more information

A Fresh Voice

for Texas Senate 

District 27

By DAVID LOPEZ

editor@sbnewspaper.com

The San Benito Cham-

ber of Commerce wel-

comed its new executive 

director, Dafne Melissa 

Maldonado, last week.

Maldonado graduated 

with her Bachelor’s De-

gree in Communication 

from the University of 

Texas at Brownsville in 

2008, soon after marry-

ing and leaving for San 

Antonio.

In 2016, she returned to 

Brownsville because of 

her mother. Meanwhile, 

she held  two  positions 

as Executive Director for 

the  Cameron County  Bar 

Association and as an ad-

ministrator   for the Val-

dez  Garza  Law Firm.

“I missed the val-

ley, going to the island, 

seeing my family and 

friends,” Maldonado said 

about her decision to re-

that  moving  through 

with the  Chamber’s 

usual work is currently a 

challenge due to the pan-

demic.

“Right  now,  every-

one’s wondering what’s 

going to happen with ev-

ery single business, not 

just with the Chamber, 

and all I can say is that I 

want to assist everyone as 

much as possible, even if 

that means virtually as di-

rect contact isn’t permit-

ted at this time,” Maldo-

nado said. “But once all 

these ordinances go back 

to normal, I would like 

to meet with every one 

of our members person-

ally, let them know who 

I am, and let them know 

we advocate for them in 

San Benito.” 

Still, Maldonado men-

tioned that she is receiv-

ing multiple calls from 

people interested in be-

ing a part of the Cham-

ber. Megan Treviño, the 

Chamber’s previous ex-

ecutive director, is now 

part of the Chamber’s 

Board of Directors, help-

ing Maldonado with her 

transition into her new 

role. 

Treviño said, “I was 

truly blessed by the op-

portunity the SBCC 

Board gave me to serve 

as Executive Director. I 

met so many wonderful 

people during my time 

there.”

The Chamber of Com-

merce remains open, re-

quiring clients to wear 

face masks when enter-

ing the building. 

“I’m so glad that even 

though we can’t have di-

rect contact, we can still 

be united,” Maldonado 

said. “I’m excited to help 

the community grow and 

build strong bonds with 

the city and residents.”

Chamber welcomes new director

turn. “It’s just home.” 

In her time working for 

the bar association, she 

met judges and lawyers 

from across Cameron 

County, including San 

Benito professionals.

Maldonado mentioned 

DaFNe meLISSa maLDONaDO

By DAVID LOPEZ

editor@sbnewspaper.com

The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) has released 
San Benito from a debt of 
$738,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
money after finding that the 
funds were not misappropri-
ated.

During Tuesday’s city 
commission meeting, Emer-
gency Management Coordi-
nator Fred Bell updated com-
missioners on HUD’s on-site 
monitoring of the City’s 
Community Block Develop-
ment Grant (CDBG). 

In April 2019, HUD in-
formed the City that San 
Benito would go under an 
audit of the CDBG program, 
eventually issuing six find-
ings in September. In De-
cember, HUD notified the 
City that they owed $738,000 
for allegedly misappropriat-
ing those funds in 2004 on 
various streets, among them 
South Bowie and South Tra-
vis, that did not meet HUD’s 
51 percent low-income eligi-
bility rate.

The City was given the op-
tion of returning these funds 
to the HUD office to reallo-
cate or conduct an Income 
Survey.

City Staff conducted an in-
depth audit of the 2004 street 
improvements and submitted 
a response to HUD. 

In April of this year, HUD 
responded and advised that 
based on the City’s audit and 
submission of documents, 
the balance of Ineligible 
costs was $228,633.80.

Staff continued to review 
documents dating back to 
2004 and submitted a re-
sponse with additional docu-
mentation.

On June 18, HUD in-
formed the City that that, 
based on the documentation 
provided by City staff, all 
outstanding findings regard-
ing ineligible costs associ-
ated with the street improve-
ments in 2004 had been 

resolved and the City would 
not be required to conduct an 
Income Survey or return any 
funds to HUD. 

In a statement to the press, 
Bell stated, “I am very proud 
of the staff’s work. It took 
many employees and a lot 
of time to locate, review, and 
summarize the documents 
dating back to 2004. In the 
end, the internal audit con-
ducted by staff further sup-
ported the position that the 
City of San Benito has not, 
and did not, misappropriate 
any funds provided by HUD. 
Having the support of our 
Congressional Representa-
tives and Legislative Consul-
tant was much appreciated. I 
also thank the City Commis-
sioners and City Manager for 
authorizing staff to continue 
the internal audit at each step 
until the entire matter was re-
solved.”

San Benito City Com-
missioners Tuesday also 
approved various items, 
including a resolution on 
Voter-approval tax rate, the 
canceling of 2020’s National 
Night Out, and the purchase 
of tasers for the Police De-
partment.

First discussed was the 
resolution aimed at calculat-
ing the City’s voter-approval 
tax rate in the same manner 
provided for a special taxing 
unit (at the 8% voter-approv-
al rate) for tax year 2020.

“The intent is to leave all 
options available to the city 
commission as we move for-
ward with our budget,” De 
La Rosa told commissioners. 
“It is not intended to alarm 
the community that the city 
commission is looking to in-
crease the taxes up to 8 per-
cent...you’re not committing 
yourself at this time.”

Commissioners approved 
the motion except for Anto-
nio Gonzalez.

Furthermore,  leaders ap-
proved the purchase of Taser 
X26P for the SBPD, costing 
$69,240 to be paid in five an-
nual payments from the As-
set Forfeiture fund.

Debt forgiven
City released from HUD’s findings
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Fred Elizondo, Sr.
Owner/Funeral Director

==RINITY
F U N E R A L H O M E S

“Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted”…Matt. 5:4

1002 e. HaRRISON • HaRLINGeN, TX
956-364-2444 • Website: www.trinityfunerals.com

780 e. Business 77
San Benito, TX 78586
PH: (956) 923-5151
Fax: 923-5178

810 W. Ocean Blvd. Suite C2
Los Fresnos, TX 78566
PH: (956) 233-5252
FaX: (956) 233-6430

EYE CLINIC & OPTICAL

email: lfeyeclinic@yahoo.com

1400 WEST HIGHWAY 77 • SAN BENITO, TEXAS

956-361-9192
www.sanbenitofuneralhome.com

Helping Families Celebrate Life

Thomas a. Garza, PharmD, R.Ph. & David a. Garza, R.Ph.

Durable Medical Equipment & Diabetic Supplies
Medicare • Medicaid & Most Insurances Accepted
monday - Friday 9 a.m.-7 p.m. • Saturday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

205 West Highway 77 • San Benito, Texas 78586

(956) 399-1411 • Fax: (956) 399-2401

Now Accepting

New Clients!

John & Christina

Chambers
Owners

6 West Henderson
Indian Lake, TX 78566
Phone: (956) 434-6728

chambers_carpetcleaning@yahoo.com

CHAMBERS
CARPET CLEANING

Featuring ™

“Free Estimates” • “Satisfaction Guarantee”

TeXaS
FaRm
BUReaU
INSURaNCe®

aUTO/HOme/LIFe

335 N. Williams Rd.

San Benito, TX 78586

956-399-8183

956-456-8282

pclaudio@txfb-ins.com

PETE CLAUDIO
Agent

117 W. Queen Isabella Blvd. • Port Isabel, TX 78578

956-943-3000

Thank You
Healthcare Workers!

Primary Home Care

An Island Tradition Since 1983

Thank You Healthcare 
Workers!

D’PIzzA JOINT

2413 PaDRe BLVD. •  OPeN DaILY 11am •  956-761-7995

#foreverinflipflopsspi
Dine In • Carry Out • Delivery

PIaNO maN mIKe
Thursday-Sunday

Other Banks Have Branches, We Have Roots.

www.FCWeB.net    member FDIC

SAN BENITO
Main Office

1151 W. Highway 77
(956) 399-3331

SAN BENITO
Expressway

600 S. Sam Houston
(956) 399-3331

BROWNSVILLE
470 E. Morrison

Road
(956) 547-5100

HARLINGEN
Main Office

806 S. 77 Sunshine Strip
(956) 428-4100

HARLINGEN
405 N. Stuart Place

Road
(956) 428-4100

LOS FRESNOS
Main Office

205 E. Ocean Boulevard
(956) 233-4100

RAYMONDVILLE
729 E. Hidalgo Avenue

(956) 699-4000

MCALLEN
8000 N. 10th

(956) 664-8000

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
2701 Padre BlvQd.

(956) 761-8589

The only Community Bank with
locations in Cameron, Hidalgo
           and Willacy Counties

Medical Spotlight
Special to the PRESS/NEWS 

(StatePoint) Many 

Americans are feeling 

the effects of job loss 

and furloughs as a result 

of the COVID-19 pan-

demic. For people with a 

chronic condition, loss of 

insurance coverage can 

create additional stress 

during this uncertain 

time. However, it’s vi-

tally important for them 

to stay adherent to their 

medication to maintain 

their health and to reduce 

their risk of complica-

tions from COVID-19.

Fortunately, there are 

ways that people can ob-

tain their medications af-

fordably and predictably 

even if they have lost 

coverage.

One program is called 

Express Scripts Para-

chute Rx, which offers 

deep discounts on pre-

scription medications, 

capping costs at $25 for 

a 30-day supply of ge-

nerics, and $75 for a 

30-day supply of select 

brand-name medications 

for eligible customers. 

There are more than 40 

brand-name medications 

and thousands of gener-

ic medicines available 

through the program, 

How to save money on prescriptions if you lost coverage

treating reproductive 

health, as well as con-

ditions such as asthma, 

diabetes, glaucoma, 

heart disease, migraine, 

non-opioid pain man-

agement, seizures and 

thyroid conditions. The 

program, which is avail-

able for a limited time, is 

es, select the home deliv-

ery option.

Also, if you are an 

Express Scripts’ plan 

member who is losing 

coverage, you can tran-

sition your prescriptions 

to Parachute Rx by con-

tacting the number on the 

back of your prescription 

card.

Pick up medications 

at your local pharmacy 

There are more than 

50,000 retail pharmacies, 

including national chains 

such as Walgreens, CVS 

and Rite Aid, and thou-

sands of grocers and 

local community phar-

macies that are partici-

pating in  the Parachute  

Rx  program. Your local 

pharmacist can check if 

discounts are available for 

your prescription, or you 

can visit www.express-

scripts.com/parachuterx. 

Additionally, customer ser-

vice is available seven days 

a week at 877.644.0212 to 

answer any questions you 

may have about the pro-

gram.

Affordable access to 

medication can help you 

come out of this crisis 

healthy  and  ready to re-

turn to work. For those 

whose lives have been up-

ended by this pandemic, 

there are programs  avail-

able that can  offer  a softer 

landing.

not health insurance and 

does not require an en-

rollment fee or commit-

ment to participate.

Get discounted

medications delivered 

to your home

To take advantage of 

the Express Scripts Para-

chute Rx program, visit 

www.express - sc r ip t s .

com/parachuterx to 

view the list of avail-

able medications, eligi-

bility requirements and 

restrictions. Once you’ve 

checked medication pric-
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meza
From “meza,” page 1

Jane Doe
From “Jane Doe,” page 1

Judge
From “Judge,” page 1

gravesite was described as 

being partially unearthed 

due to “weather-associated 

high tides.” 

In the same KSAT re-

port, FBI Special Agent 

Michelle Lee said her body 

being found in that area of 

the Island’s beach indicat-

ed foul play. 

“Her body was purpose-

fully buried by someone 

who was attempting to con-

ceal it,” Lee told KSAT. 

On her body, according 

to the woman’s missing 

person’s report, lime was 

found on her body, which 

was likely used by the 

murder to accelerate de-

composition. 

No cause of death has 

been publicly provided. 

The PRESS has filed a 

Freedom of Information 

Act for all files relating to 
the woman’s death investi-

gation. 

The Cameron County 

Sheriff’s Office is offering 
a $1,000 reward for infor-

mation on her identity.  

of Texas in 2016, after he 

was fired by the City of 

Port Isabel in 2015 and 

did not receive a sever-

ance package he and the 

city agreed upon in 2010. 

The city alleges the agree-

ment and or contract for 

Meza’s severance pack-

age was not valid, voting 

to rescind the severance 

package in May 2015 that 

was approved in 2010 by 

previous city commis-

sioners. 

The case moved to the 

444th District Court of 

Cameron County, where 

the City of Port Isabel 

had filed a preliminary 

motion for dismissal be-

fore the case reached a 

jury. Judge David San-

chez denied the motion, 

and the City of Port Isa-

bel responded with the 

appeal just denied by the 

Thirteenth Court of Ap-

peals. 

“When will the City 

just pay Mr. Meza what 

it long ago voted to pay 

him, which by now is less 

than the attorney fees that 

the City will also be re-

sponsible for?” Goldberg 

said to the PRESS in an 

emailed statement. 

Port Isabel City Manag-

er Jared Hockema said the 

city will be requesting a 

rehearing en banc, where 

all judges of an appellate 

court hear a case, rather 

than one judge or a panel 

of judges. Hockema said 

the city disagrees with 

Benavidez’s opinion.

of deaths from COVID-

19. Without deaths from 

COVID-19 patients, the 

mortality rate for Valley 

Baptist Health System is 

around 1.3 percent, Bing-

ham said. 

Sixty percent of COV-

ID-19 patients in the Val-

ley Baptist Health System 

are from 41 to 99 years 

old, while 30 percent of 

COVID-19 patients there 

are 21 to 40 years old.  

Treviño mentioned 

beachgoers on South Pa-

dre Island over the Fourth 

of July weekend, say-

ing he had seen videos 

of people following the 

Island’s beach guide-

lines—where umbrellas 

must be 15 feet apart with 

only two people under 

them—along with videos 

of beachgoers not follow-

ing guidelines. 

“We’ll find out within 
the next 7 to 14 days, if 

we have another spike in 

our cases,” Treviño said, 

referencing beachgoers 

who possibly did not fol-

low the beach guidelines 

during the Fourth of July 

weekend.

Nurses and doctors work in the COVID-19 unit at Doctors Health at Renaissance in Edinburg.
(Photo credit: Miguel Gutierrez Jr./The Texas Tribune)

By SARAH R.

CHAMPAGNE, EDGAR 

WALTERS AND

MANDI CAI

The Texas Tribune

With the daily number 

of new coronavirus infec-

tions in Texas now ex-

ceeding that of most other 

states, experts say Texas 

has become a hot spot 

of the global pandemic 

and that more aggressive 

measures are needed to 

slow the virus’ spread.

Texas’ new confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus 

now make up around 14% 

of the U.S. total — mea-

sured by a seven-day av-

erage — a significantly 
higher proportion than its 

9% share of the nation’s 

population. Since July 

1, the U.S. has reported 

358,027 new infections. 

Of those, 50,599 were in 

Texas.

On Tuesday, the Tex-

as Department of State 

Health Services reported 

more than 10,000 new 

cases — representing 

nearly 20% of the nation’s 

new cases for the day. 

It could be a “catch-up” 

from the July 4 holiday, 

DSHS spokesman Chris 

Van Deusen said, noting 

that numbers reported 

Sunday and Monday were 

lower.

“There has never been 

a higher risk of getting 

COVID-19 in Texas,” 

the state’s public health 

agency wrote on Twitter 

on Tuesday.

#COVID19TX up-

date: https://t.co/ofy-

cOLqWQZCurrent #CO-

VID19 hospitalizations 

continue to increase.

There has never been 

a higher risk of getting 

COVID-19 in #Texas.

Stay home when you can. 

Be careful in public and 

at work. Together for a 

#HealthyTexas pic.twit-

ter.com/3A3I8vOKX4— 

Texas DSHS (@TexasD-

SHS) July 7, 2020

New York and Florida 

are the only other states 

that have exceeded a 

daily 10,000-case mark 

since the beginning of the 

pandemic, though New 

York’s case count has 

fallen sharply since its 

April peak, with the state 

now averaging fewer than 

700 daily new cases in 

July.

“We are going to be 

in a situation where we 

have to seriously consider 

sheltering in place again,” 

said Dennis Perrotta, a 

former Texas state epide-

miologist. “What we have 

is a large amount of virus 

now circulating in a large 

number of areas, and sim-

ply wearing masks when 

you’re out isn’t going to 

cut it.”

The number of Texans 

being tested for the virus 

grew steadily in June, but 

the expansion of testing 

alone cannot account for 

the growth in new cases, 

said Dr. David Lakey, 

vice chancellor for health 

affairs and chief medical 

officer at the University 
of Texas System.

“If it were only that 

we were testing more, 

we wouldn’t be seeing 

these number of hospi-

talizations and ICU ad-

missions,” said Catherine 

Troisi, an infectious dis-

ease epidemiologist at the 

UTHealth School of Pub-

lic Health in Houston. On 

Wednesday, 9,610 people 

were hospitalized with 

COVID-19 in Texas.

An explosion of hos-

pitalizations has strained 

hospitals around the state, 

particularly in the Rio 

Grande Valley.

The U.S. has report-

ed more than 3 million 

coronavirus infections 

since the pandemic be-

gan, including more than 

210,000 in Texas. But 

the extent of the virus’ 

spread remains unclear. 

The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

estimated in late June that 

more than 20 million peo-

ple may have contracted 

the virus nationally, a 

figure roughly 10 times 
larger than the number of 

lab-confirmed cases at the 
time.

Public health research-

ers have pointed to vari-

ous metrics as cause for 

concern in Texas’ efforts 

to contain the virus. First, 

the percentage of virus 

tests that come back posi-

tive has hovered between 

10% and 15% since late 

June. The previous month, 

Gov. Greg Abbott said a 

rate over 10% would be a 

“warning flag.”
It’s one of several 

benchmarks that the state 

has blown past since Ab-

bott laid out a plan in May 

that permitted the phased 

reopening of businesses 

in Texas. The governor 

has said he is monitoring 

the number of hospitaliza-

tions, the rate of positive 

viral test results and the 

seven-day average of new 

confirmed COVID-19 in-

fections to guide Texas’ 

reopening efforts.

The White  House  and 

the CDC released guide-

lines for  states’  reopen-

ing that  included a 14-

day downward trajectory 

of new virus cases or a 

14-day decrease in the 

percentage of positive 

tests.

Instead, the number of 

new daily infections in 

Texas has grown steadily, 

reaching a seven-day av-

erage of 7,228 on July 7.

On June 22, Abbott 

said that if the three met-

rics he is monitoring were 

to double within a month, 

it would place Texas “in 

an urgent situation where 

tougher actions will be 

required.” On June 25, he 

reinstated a ban on elec-

tive surgeries in four met-

ropolitan counties, then 

expanded it to four South 

Texas counties five days 
later to preserve hospital 

capacity. On June 26, he 

ordered bars to close and 

capped restaurant capac-

ity at 50%, down from 

75%. And last Thursday, 

with case counts continu-

ing to climb, he issued an 

executive order requiring 

Texans in most counties 

to wear masks in public.

On Tuesday, two weeks 

after Abbott’s June 22 

remarks, the number of 

hospitalizations and the 

weekly average of new 

cases had doubled.

“We started reopening, 

and we didn’t wait long 

enough to see what would 

happen with those first 
steps. This was totally 

predictable,” Troisi said, 

adding that any new mea-

sure, such as the mask or-

der, will take at least two 

weeks to show effects. “If 

people are really wear-

ing masks, that would go 

a long way, but I’m not 

sure that will happen.”

Chris Essig and Anna 

Novak contributed to this 

story.

Disclosure: The Uni-

versity of Texas System 

has been a financial sup-

porter of The Texas Tri-

bune, a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan news organization 

that is funded in part by 

donations from members, 

foundations and corpo-

rate sponsors. Financial 

supporters play no role in 

the Tribune’s journalism. 

Find a complete list of 

them here

Editor’s note: “Nearly 

14% of new U.S. CO-

VID-19 cases are re-

corded in Texas” was 

first published at https://
w w w . t e x a s t r i b u n e .
org/2020/07/08/texas-
coronavirus-cases-us/ by 
The Texas Tribune. The 
Texas Tribune is proud 
to celebrate 10 years of 
exceptional journalism 
for an exceptional state.

Nearly 14 percent of new U.S. COVID-19 cases are recorded in Texas

STAFF REPORT

Rio Grande Valley gas 

prices have fallen 2.5 

cents per gallon in the 

past week, averaging 

$1.86/g today, according 

to GasBuddy’s daily sur-

vey of 410 stations. Gas 

prices in Rio Grande Val-

ley are 26.2 cents per gal-

lon higher than a month 

ago and stand 43.7 cents 

per gallon lower than a 

year ago.

According to GasBuddy 

price reports, the cheap-

est station in Rio Grande 

Valley is priced at $1.65/

g today while the most 

expensive is $2.20/g, a 

difference of 55.0 cents 

per gallon. The lowest 

price in the state today is 

$1.19/g while the highest 

is $2.79/g, a difference of 

$1.60/g.

The national average 

price of gasoline has fall-

en 1.2 cents per gallon in 

the last week, averaging 

$2.17/g today. The na-

tional average is up 14.9 

cents per gallon from a 

month ago and stands 

58.1 cents per gallon low-

er than a year ago.

Historical gasoline 

prices in Rio Grande Val-

ley and the national aver-

age going back ten years:

July 6, 2019: $2.29/g 

(U.S. Average: $2.75/g)

July 6, 2018: $2.59/g 

(U.S. Average: $2.86/g)

July 6, 2017: $1.99/g 

(U.S. Average: $2.26/g)

July 6, 2016: $1.99/g 

(U.S. Average: $2.25/g)

July 6, 2015: $2.52/g 

(U.S. Average: $2.76/g)

July 6, 2014: $3.44/g 

(U.S. Average: $3.65/g)

July 6, 2013: $3.17/g 

(U.S. Average: $3.47/g)

July 6, 2012: $2.95/g 

Gas falls 2.5 cents per gallon in RGV
(U.S. Average: $3.36/g)

July 6, 2011: $3.41/g 

(U.S. Average: $3.57/g)

July 6, 2010: $2.54/g 

(U.S. Average: $2.69/g)

Neighboring areas and 

their current gas prices:

Laredo- $1.84/g, down 

4.3 cents per gallon from 

last week’s $1.88/g.

Corpus Christi- $1.87/

g, down 2.7 cents per 

gallon from last week’s 

$1.90/g.

San Antonio- $1.81/g, 

down 5.6 cents per gallon 

from last week’s $1.87/g.

“With July 4 behind 

us, we’re now half way 

through the summer driv-

ing season, and the pace 

of gas price increases 

has finally hit a wall. 
As of Sunday evening, 

it appears possible that 

we may break the nine 

straight weeks of rising 

prices thanks to a drop 

in demand fueled by CO-

VID-19 cases surging in 

some states,” said Patrick 

De Haan, head of petro-

leum analysis for Gas-

Buddy.
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OBITUARIES

Teresa
Gonzales

Teresa Gonzales, 90, 
passed peacefully from 
this life on Monday, July 
6, 2020 after a brief ill-
ness.  A native of Dear-
born, Michigan, Teresa 
was born on October 
4, 1929 to the late Pe-
dro and Felipa Buendia 
Gonzalez.

Teresa enjoyed sew-
ing, gardening, and rais-

ing and feeding animals. However, nothing com-
pared with how much she enjoyed spending time 
with her loved ones.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Pedro 
and Felipa Gonzalez; family members, Anselmo 
Gonzales, Lalito Gonzales, Pancho Gonzales, Ino-
censio Gonzales, Chencho Gonzales, Roque Gon-
zales, Maria Gonzales, and Lazaro Rojas, Jr.

Teresa is survived by her children, Lasaro Rojas, 
Juan Rojas, Pablo Rojas, Cresencio Rojas, Blanca 
Rojas, and Delia Rojas; 14 grandchildren, 16 great-
grandchildren, and 50-60 great-great-great grand-
children.

She was a devout Catholic and member of St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church.

Teresa’s family will receive friends and relatives 
on Friday, July 10, 2020 from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. at San Benito Funeral Home.  A recitation of 
the holy rosary will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Friday 
evening.  A mass of Christian burial will be cele-
brated Saturday, July 11, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church.  Interment will follow at 
Mont Meta Memorial Park.

Honored to serve as pallbearers are Juan Rodri-
guez, Jr., Jose Escobedo, Michael Trevino, Chris 
Rojas, Juan Rojas, and Juan Rojas, Jr.  Amanda 
Barrera, Ashley Yvonne Gonzales-Cortez, and Cin-
dy Rojas will serve as honorary pallbearers.

Teresa’s family thanks all the medical staff at 
Valley Baptist Medical Center-Harlingen for their 
compassionate care.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to San 
Benito Funeral Home, 1400 W. Business 77, San 
Benito, Texas 78586; 956-361-9192, www.sanbeni-
tofuneralhome.com.

In accordance with Cameron County require-

ments, all guests must wear a facial covering and 

practice social distancing while visiting San Beni-

to Funeral Home.

TeXaS PReSS
aSSOCIaTION

memBeR 
2012020

BUSINESS HOURS
Classified Ads, Display Ads and News. When 
submitting ads and news, call  between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Publisher re-
serves the right to cancel any advertisement.

ACCURACY & FAIR PLAY
Errors will be promptly corrected and complaints 
of unfair treatment in this newspaper will be 
reviewed if called to the attention of the editor.

(USPS 479-060)
Published every Friday at San Benito, Texas 

By New Horizon Publishers, Inc.
P.O. Box 1791 • San Benito, Texas 78586 

956-399-2436
(Periodical Class Postage Paid at San Benito, Texas 78586)

(USPS 438-720)
Published every Thursday at

Port Isabel/South Padre Island, Texas
by New Horizon Publishers, Inc., P.O. Box 308, 

(406 Garcia Street)  Port Isabel, Texas 78578
956-943-5545

(Periodical class postage paid at Port Isabel Post Office)

STAFF
PUBLISHER………………AURELIO “RAY” QUIROGA

publisher@sbnewspaper.com

GENERAL MANAGER/SALES………..INDIA BOWLES
sales@portisabelsouthpadre.com

EDITOR…………………………………GAIGE DAVILA
editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com

MANAGING EDITOR……………………DAVID LOPEZ
editor@sbnewspaper.com

BOOKKEEPING…………………..SELMA BERMUDEZ
bookkeeping@sbnewspaper.com

GRAPHIC ARTIST……………….SOPHIA RODRIGUEZ
society@sbnewspaper.com

NOW HIRING: 
We are now accepting applications 
for housekeeping, waiters, bussers, 
maintenance, bar tenders, cocktail 

waitresses, and a sales manager position. To 
begin the application process, stop by the 
Executive Office at 500 Padre Blvd., SPI.

Monday - Wednesday
9AM - 5PM

Apply Online by clicking on the link at the
bottom of the home page at

www.islagrand.com

Now Hiring!
Housekeepers Wanted! 

Condo and House
Cleaning.

$8.00 per hour.

Call

(956) 518-1634
or come to our office SPI Rentals

2600 Padre Blvd. Suite R.
South Padre Island.

“We provide all cleaning

supplies and transportation to 

properties from our office”

Se Habla Español

By GAIGE DAVILA

editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com 

The COVID-19 pan-

demic has reached Lagu-

na Heights, according to 

Cameron County Public 

Health’s recent reports 

on the county’s positive 

cases. 

Two Laguna Heights 

residents, a 27-year-old 

female and a 9-month-

old male, have tested 

positive for COVID-19. 

The cases were contract-

ed within the community 

and from a previous case, 

respectively, according to 

Cameron County Public 

Health.

Tourney ready
The Texas International Fishing Tournament’s (TIFT) weigh station was tested 
on July 6, in preparation for the tournament in August.

(Photo courtesy of Kristi Collier, TIFT Tournament Director)

STAFF REPORT

To  recognize  the en-

trepreneurial spirit driv-

ing teachers to meet 

Laguna Heights confirms first COVID-19 cases

SONIC Drive-In gives $150 donation to PI teacher
their students’ distance 

learning needs during 

this difficult time, SON-

IC Drive-In matched 

all donations  to  Do-

norsChoose on Teacher 

Appreciation Day, giving 

Port Isabel High School 

geometry teacher Luis 

Rincones $150.

Through Limeades for 

Learning, SONIC donat-

ed $1 million to public 

school teacher requests 

across the country on 

Teacher Appreciation 

Day – Tuesday, May 5, 

2020 – supporting their 

endeavors  to  provide 

students with essential 

education resources.

Rincones was among 

the teachers whose proj-

ect,  Streaming  Geom-

etry, received funding.

By JUAN PABLO 

GARNHAM

The Texas Tribune

As Texas experiences 

a surge of coronavirus 

infections, more than 

117,244 people applied 

for unemployment claims 

last week, an increase of 

21.4% compared to the 

week before. It was the 

second week in a row 

that the number of claims 

rose.

Since mid-March, 

nearly 2.8 million people 

have filed for unemploy-

ment benefits in Texas. 

The peak of unemploy-

ment claims came in ear-

ly April, when more than 

315,000 Texans applied 

for the benefit in a single 

week. During June, as 

businesses reopened, the 

demand for unemploy-

ment benefits decreased, 

but it was still more than 

five times larger than the 

number of applications 

than during the same 

month last year.

“The numbers are much 

lower than in March, but 

they are rather alarming 

and they coincide with 

the increase of corona-

virus cases,” said Sarah 

Zubairy, associate pro-

fessor of economics at 

Texas A&M University. 

“Even if you open the 

restaurants, bars and 

gyms, this virus will be 

on the loose and it will 

affect how people are de-

ciding to engage with the 

economy.”

The overall unem-

ployment rate for June 

is scheduled to be pub-

lished next week. Tex-

as’ unemployment rate 

hit an all-time high of 

13.5% in April, accord-

ing to the U.S. Bureau of 

Labor Statistics. In May, 

the unemployment rate 

slightly fell to 13%. But 

the forecast for the com-

ing months remains un-

clear.

“Governments are re-

sponding, so hopefully 

we will see improve-

ments, but because of the 

coronavirus expansion, 

things are still very un-

certain,” Zubairy said.

Before the COVID-

19 pandemic, the state’s 

worst-ever monthly un-

employment rate was 

9.2% in November 1986, 

as Texas reeled from the 

last big oil bust. Later, 

during the Great Reces-

Number of Texans filing unemployment 

claims increased for second week
sion, the unemployment 

rate in the state never 

surpassed 8.3%.

The state’s unemploy-

ment rate is the share of 

Texans in the labor force 

who are out of work. 

The unemployment  rate 

is different than the raw 

number of people fil-

ing for unemployment 

insurance because some 

of those filers are still 

employed but have been 

furloughed or had their 

hours cut.

Disclosure: Texas 

A&M University has 

been a financial support-

er of The Texas Tribune, 

a nonprofit, nonpartisan 

news organization that 

is funded in part by do-

nations from members, 

foundations and corpo-

rate sponsors. Financial 

supporters play no role 

in the Tribune’s journal-

ism. Find a complete list 

of them here. 

Editor’s note: “Num-

ber of Texans filing 

unemployment claims 

increased for second 

week in a row as 117,244 

sought benefits” was 

first published at https://

w w w . t e x a s t r i b u n e .

org/2020/07/09/texas-

unemployment-claims-

coronavirus/ by The 

Texas Tribune. The Tex-

as Tribune is proud to 

celebrate 10 years of ex-

ceptional journalism for 

an exceptional state.
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Cameron County

•  Cameron County 

Judge Eddie Trevino, Jr., 

said Cameron County’s 

COVID-19 positivity rate 

is at 7.82 percent, dur-

ing a press conference on 

July 7.

• The Texas Southmost 

College (TSC) board has 

extended remote learn-

ing for the fall semester, 

which begins August 24. 

“We strongly believe it 

is in the community’s 

best interest to take this 

measure to help slow  the 

spread of the coronavi-

rus,” TSC Board Chair  

Adela G. Garza said. 

Port Isabel

Marcello’s Ocean Grille 

& Spirits changes hours, 

closing Mondays and  

Tuesdays  and   opening 

from Wednesday to Sun-

day,  10  a.m.-10 p.m.

PI-ISD

Point Isabel Indepen-

dent School District’s 

summer food distribu-

tion program will now be 

served only at Port Isabel 

High School, from 11:30 

a.m.-1 p.m., Monday 

through Thursday. 

SBCISD

San Benito CISD’s 

CHILD NUTRITION 

PROGRAM will provide 

multi-meals service (for 

7 days) only on the last 

three Mondays in July 

(13th, 20th, and 27th) 

from 8:30 to 10:30 AM 

by campus curbside only.

Meal service will be 

available only at either of 

the following six (6) cam-

puses:

• Angela G. Leal El-

ementary,

• Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. 

STEAM Academy,

• Ed Downs Fine Arts 

Academy,

• Judge Oscar De La 

Fuente Elementary,

• Miller Jordan Middle 

School, and

• San Benito Veterans 

Memorial Academy.

SBCISD Summer 

School

Summer school will be-

gin this upcoming Mon-

day, July 13. However, 

due to the rise in COV-

ID-19 cases in Cameron 

County, summer school 

will be provided via full 

remote instruction. For 

questions, please contact 

the summer school cam-

pus to which your child 

has been assigned. Sum-

mer school staff will be 

available early on Mon-

day, July 13.

UIL re-opens summer 

training

University Interscholas-

tic League (UIL) released 

new revisions to the CO-

VID-19 risk mitigation 

guidelines for summer 

strength and condition-

ing and marching band 

activities. 

The new UIL executive 

order states that all will 

wear face coverings/face 

shields for all employ-

ees, parents, visitors, and 

students ten years of age 

or older upon entry to an 

area where UIL activities 

are being conducted and 

when not actively practic-

ing or exercising unless 

an exception applies.

Students may access 

locker rooms and engage 

in drills that involve one 

or more students on of-

fense against one or more 

students on defense be-

ginning July 13th.

Additionally, the previ-

ously announced “Period 

of no Activity” dates of 

July 20-21, 2020 have 

been rescinded, allowing 

schools to open facilities 

to student-athletes.

As the public health 

situation changes, and/or 

if subsequent Executive 

Orders are issued by the 

Office of the Governor, 
these guidelines may be 

further modified. 
At this time, UIL plans 

to begin fall competition 

seasons as scheduled on 

the UIL calendar, set for 

August 3rd.

NEWS BRIEFS

EDDIE LUCIO
RE-ELECT

Texas Senator          District 27

Eddie Treviño - County Judge

Sofia Benavides - Commissioner, Pct. 1

Joey Lopez - Commissioner, Pct. 2

David Garza - Commissioner, Pct. 3

Gus Ruiz - Commissioner, Pct. 4

Pete Sepulveda  - Former County Judge

Bennie Ochoa - Former Justice of the Peace

Combes - Marco Sanchez

Donna – Rick Morales

Edcouch - Virginio Gonzalez, Jr.

Elsa – Alonzo Perez, Jr.

Harlingen – Chris Boswell

La Villa – Alma Moran

Los Fresnos – Polo Narvaez

Lyford – Wally Solis

McAllen– Jim Darling

Mercedes – Henry Hinojosa

Palm Valley – George Rivera

Pharr - Ambrosio Hernandez, M.D. 

Raymondville – Gilbert Gonzales

Rio Hondo – Gus Olivares

San Benito – Ben Gomez

San Juan – Mario Garza

San Perlita  - George Guadiana

South Padre Island - Patrick McNulty

Weslaco - David Suarez

Cameron County 

Pol.Adv. Paid for By Senator Eddie Lucio

Richard Cortez – County Judge

Eddie Guerra – Sheriff

David Fuentes – Commissioner, Pct. 1

Eddie Cantu – Commissioner, Pct. 2

Ever Villarreal – Commissioner-Elect, Pct. 3

Ellie Torres – Commissioner, Pct. 4

Joseph Palacios –Former Commissioner Pct. 4

Hidalgo County 

Pete de la Garza – Former County Judge

Kenedy County* 
Sandi Burns – Tax Assessor-Collector

Sarita Hixon – Commissioner, Pct. 3

Cindy Gonzales - Commissioner, Pct. 4

J.A. Garcia –Former County Judge

Kleberg County* 

Willacy County* 
Eliberto Guerra – Commissioner, Pct. 1

Oscar de Luna – Commissioner, Pct. 2

Henry de la Paz – Commissioner, Pct. 3

Eddy Gonzales – Commissioner, Pct. 4

Mayors
Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa - District 20

Texas Senate

Ryan Guillen – District 31

Oscar Longoria – District 35

Sergio Muñoz  – District 36

Eddie Lucio III – District 38

Terry Canales – District 40

Bobby Guerra – District 41

Texas House of Representatives

Current & Former 
Elected Officials

Donna – Jose Garza, Councilman

Elsa – Ricardo Sanchez, Commissioner

La Villa – Jose Contreras, Commissioner

Los Fresnos – Mercedes Cantu, Former Mayor

McAllen – Seby Haddad, Commissioner

Point Isabel I.S.D. – Joe Castillo, Former Trustee

Port Isabel – Joe Vega, Former Mayor

Port Isabel – Pat Marchan, Former Mayor

San Benito – Celeste Sanchez, Former Mayor

San Juan – Lenny Sanchez, Mayor Pro-Temp

San Juan – Markie Villegas, Commissioner

South Padre Island  - Barry Patel, Former Mayor

South Padre Island - Bob Pinkerton, Former Mayor

Experience 
That Works For Us- 

Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr.
The Best Choice for our Region. For Texas!

“The leader we need to recover 
from the coronavirus pandemic.”

Democratic Primary Runoff-July 14th
* County Judge Judicial Courts Endorsements Prohibited

Democratic Primary Runoff-July 14th
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Central
Ready Mix
“Service Is Our 

Motto”
2101 Utex Dr.
San Benito

Industrial Park
399-0550

JANO’S
FURNITURe

SHOWROOmS

HaRLINGeN
425-4411

RaYmONDVILLe
689-3039

 TRIPLE
AAA

BRICK & TILE
735 W. Ocean Blvd.
             233-9054 or

             233-9074
American & Mexican Brick

Sand Gravel • Cement
Foundation Products

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

400 N. Reagan St. • San Benito, TX
956-357-1237

Pastor Rod Hendrix
LA TRINIDAD ASSEMBLY

OF GOD CHURCH

500 Harrolds Ave. • Rio Hondo
(956) 748-2012

Pastors Gale & Eileen Cisneros 
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

101 North “O” Street • Harlingen
425-1696

Pastors Danny & Debbie Garza
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF RIO HONDO

8 Miles NE of San Benito
748-2251

Pastor - Danny Anderson
PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA

501 W. Robertson • San Benito
399-1298

QUEEN OF THE UNIVERSE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH

121 Garrison Dr. • San Benito 
399-2865

Pastor Rev. Mario Castro
HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC PARISH

Pastor Amador Garza
210 Watts Avenue, Progeso, TX

 565-6856
ST. BENEDICT’S CATHOLIC 

CHURCH

351 S. Bowie • San Benito
399-2353

Pastor Luis R. Tinajero
ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA

CATHOLIC PARISH

Pastor Marco Reynoso
24380 West U.S. Highway 281,

El Ranchito, TX
399-2022

OUR LADY OF LOURDES

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Pastor Marco Reynoso
Padilla Rd. & Cinco de Mayo,

La Paloma, TX

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

CHURCH

Pastor Marco Reynoso
U.S. Hwy. 281 & Rangerville Rd., 

Las Rucias, TX 
ST. THERESA CATHOLIC 

CHURCH

1300 Combes • San Benito
399-3247

Rev. Joe Villalon
ST. HELEN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

228 Huisache St. • Rio Hondo
748-2327

Father Andres Gutierrez
IGLESIA CRISTIANA EBENEZER

205 First St. • Los Fresnos
233-4975 or 233-5198
Rev. Feliberto Pereira
CHURCH OF CHRIST

OF LOS FRESNOS

5th & Alamo • Los Fresnos
233-5503

Minister Dale House
EL SALVADOR CHURCH OF GOD

638 Julian St. • San Benito
428-2621

Rev. Eric L. Velasquez
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

1000 N. Crockett • San Benito 
399-3422

Pastor Christopher Richardson
IGLESIA DE NAZARENO

490 S. Reagan • San Benito
399-2195

Pastor Jose Ayala
VALLEY CHRISTIAN

ASSEMBLY

32128 FM 2520 Sam Houston
778-4209

Pastor Armando Escamilla
TEMPLO LA HERMOSA

482 W. Stenger St.
San Benito

SAN BENITO CHURCH OF 

CHRIST

399 N. Sam Houston • San Benito
956-200-4545

(Biligual Services)

Pastor Darrel Robertson
ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

499 N. Reagan • San Benito
399-1795

Rector, The Rev. Michael Fulk
FAITH IN CHRIST

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

2 1/4 Miles. S. of Rio Hondo on 
State 345 (956) 748-3026

Pastor Joe P. Hinojosa
ABUNDANT LIFE FULL

GOSPEL CHURCH

299 West Ocean Boulevard
 Los Fresnos • 233-8283
Pastors Rev. Steve Muse

THE COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF RIO HONDO

122 S. Mira Mar • Rio Hondo
956-357-3330

Pastor Chris Edge
IGLESIA EVANGELICA

‘CRISTO ESLA ROCA’

101 North Williams Rd.
San Benito

361-0409 or 622-0955
Pastor Francisco Cantu

CROSS CHURCH

901 W. Exp. 83 • San Benito
399-5590

Pastors Jaime and
Rose Mary Loya

TEMPLO EL SHADDAI

32521 FM 2520 • San Benito
956-577-6514 • 956-200-10531

Pastor Candelario Guerrero
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

400 N. Sam Houston • San Benito
956-399-2187

Rev. Melissa Nelson
9:15 a.m., Adult Sunday School

9:30 a.m., Sunday School
Children & Youth

10:30 a.m., Worship in Saturday
LIVING STONE

2007 E. Expressway 83
San Benito

Pastor Ernesto & Elizabeth Garcia

THE DEVOTIONAL GUIDE IS SPONSORED WEEKLY BY THE FOLLOWING:

Advertise your
business on 
the Church
Directory

Section. Call 
956-399-2436 

for more
information.

300 E. Stenger, San Benito

956-399-3231

GOODE
ELECTRIC LLC

“Be still — know 
that I am God.”

Ps. 46:10

Harlingen Medical Center is more than a hospital. It is 
a place where people come to heal. It is a part of the 
community that fosters health and represents hope.

Our dedicated physicians, nurses and support staff 
provide treatment, comfort, and compassion. They make 
the difference in healthcare and are the reason people 
choose Harlingen Medical Center. We know how to care 
for you, and your family, with the kind of compassionate, 
quality and effective care you deserve. 

Harlingen Medical Center
The Community’s Choice

5501 S. expressway 77 • Harlingen, TX
956-365-1000 • harlingenmedicalcenter.com

CHAPEL BY THE SEA

(956) 761-5636

33425 State Park Road 100,

South Padre Island, Texas 78597

www.ChapelByTheSeaSPI.com

TIME OF SERVICE

April - October Sunday 9:30 am

Multi-Denominational

Sam Steele, Chaplain

Come as you are - coffee served

Open for live service and facebook.

CROSS CHURCH BAY AREA

1441 Santa Isabel Blvd.

Laguna Vista, TX 78578

956-543-5595

CrossChurchOnline.com

Senior Pastors Jaime and Rose Mary Loya

Campus Pastors

Robert & Maria Kimberling

Service Times:

Sunday 10AM - English

LIGHTHOUSE ASSEMBLY

OF GOD CHURCH

Corner Port Road and Hwy. 100

943-5372

Pastor Steven D. Hyde

SUNDAY

Worship Service - 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Children, Youth & Adult

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Family Night - 7:00 p.m.

All services translated in Spanish

Nursery Provided

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Longoria and Washington Streets,

118 E. Washington St.

956-292-5129

Pastor: Steve Martinez

SUNDAY

Worship on-line using a platform

called Zoom until March 31st. 

Sunday morning, use one of these links:

9:00 AM - https://zoom.us/j/475237538. 

11:00 AM - https://zoom.us/j/976797451.

 Also, all of our on-campus ministry events 

have been suspended until March 31st.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

101 W. Adams St., P.O. Box 1085

Port Isabel, TX 78578

956-943-2485

Pastor Jenna Purdy

Please Call the Church Office
For Worship Times & Schedule

FISHERS OF MEN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH

603 S. Tarnava Street, Port Isabel

OUR LADY STAR OF THE

SEA CHURCH

705 S. Longoria, Port Isabel

Confessions

Monday-Thursday - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday - 4:00 p.m.

Schedule of Masses

Saturday - 5:00 p.m. - (English)

Sunday - 8:00 a.m. (Spanish)

10:00 a.m. - (English)

12:00 Noon - (English)

Laguna Heights

Saturday - 7:00 a.m. - (Spanish)

Weekday Masses

Mon. & Wed. - 6:00 p.m. (Spanish)

Tues. & Thurs. - 6:00 p.m. (English)

Friday - 7:30 a.m. (English)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

310 Tarnava & Washington Street

Port Isabel

956-943-1844

Tum Crum, Minister

SUNDAY

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School

10:30 a.m. -  Worship Serive

6:00 p.m. - Evening Service

WEDNESDAY

7:00 p.m. - Night Service

ST. ANDREW’S BY THE SEA

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1022 North Yturria at North Shore Dr.

Port Isabel,TX 78578

956-943-1962

standrewsportisabel.org

SERVICES ON FACEBOOK

Sunday Services restart June 21

at 10 a.m.

MARANATHA WORSHIP CENTER

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

401 E. Madison, Port Isabel

956-943-4878

Pastor Sonia y Manuel Gonzalez

Sunday Maranatha Kids (English) 

10 a.m. - 12 pm

Domingo Escuela Dominical (Estudio)

5 p.m.-6 p.m.

Domingo Servicio de Adoracion - 6 p.m.

Martes De Intercecion Familiar

7-8:30 p.m.

Miercoles Servicio Familiar - 7 p.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH

BY THE BAY

2nd Madison Grove on Ted Hunt Road

Bayview, Texas

956-434-1425

Sunday School, Nursery & Fellowship

Bible Study #101 - 9:15 a.m.

Worship - 10:30 a.m.

ISLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

107 W. Mesquite, South Padre Island

(South of the Water Tower)

761-5029

Bill Waddell, Pastor

Greg Judd, Pastor of Worship

SUNDAY

8:15 a.m. - Traditional Service

10:45 a.m. - Contemporary Services

Services also available online at

islandbaptist.org.

ZIMCO

MARINE

INC.

943-2672
400 Washington 

PI, TX 78578

Las Palmas
Shopping Center

Managed by 

TARANTINO PROPERTIES

1710 Hwy. 100 
Port Isabel, TX

713-974-4292

Funeral Directors
albert Vega

Karla Olivarez

Thomae-Garza

1-800-950-1331
395 S. Sam Houston, San Benito

956-399-1331

DOWNTOWN

CoMPlIMEnTS of

ISLAND
SERVICES

761-2649

TROY
GILES

REALTY
5813 Padre Blvd.

South Padre Island, Texas

956-761-2040
Visit

www.tgreo.com for

ALL AREA LISTINGS!

Texas Pack, Inc.
Navigation District
956-943-5461

“We are proud to serve 
this community.”

This church feature is provided through the support of 
these civic minded businesses

Area Church Schedules

Come Worship With Us!

ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES AT ONE OF YOUR LOCAL AREA CHURCHES

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is 
faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are 

tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 1 Corinthians 10:13

EVA-JEAN
DALTON

Broker

956-279-5753

3400 Padre Blvd.

956-761-9585

Family Dining
at its Best
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Happy 5tH BirtHday

Eiza Roselyn 
Padilla

Love all Your Family

Special to the PRESS/NEWS

Valley Baptist Health Sys-
tem is urging local residents 
to take all necessary precau-
tions against COVID-19 as 
the hospitals’ ability to care 
for the community nears ex-
ceeding capacity.

“One of our biggest con-
cerns during this entire pan-
demic has been to ensure that 
our hospitals remained well 
positioned with personal 
protective equipment, staff 
and capacity to care for our 
community. Over the past 
four months, our teams have 
done an incredible job man-
aging in this new environ-
ment. However, we are now 
starting to feel the extreme 
surge of confirmed and/or 
suspected COVID-19 posi-
tive patients requiring hospi-
talization throughout the Rio 
Grande Valley and particu-
larly at our three hospitals 
in Brownsville, Harlingen 
and Weslaco,” said Manny 
Vela, CEO for Valley Bap-
tist Health System and Val-
ley Baptist Medical Center-
Harlingen. “Valley Baptist 
is at a critical capacity level 
just like every other hospital 
across our region. As of Fri-

Valley Baptist hospitals near capacity
Urge community to take precautions

• As recommended by the CDC 

and local health officials, individuals 
should wear a cloth face covering if 

they need to leave their home for es-

sential travel.

• Stay home if you have a cold to 

prevent the spread of infection. 

• Washing hands frequently with 

soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 

or  use  alcohol  based  hand  sani-

tizer.

• Avoid touching your face.

• Keep six feet away from others 

while in public.

• Contact your physician and seek 

medical care if you are having trouble 

breathing, confusion, or high fever.  

• If you will be seeking medical care 

for symptoms that you think may be 

from COVID-19, please call ahead to 

notify your physician so that they may 

be ready for your arrival.

• For more information, visit the 

Centers for Disease Control & Preven-

tion website (www.CDC.gov), as well 

as the Cameron County Public Health 

Department website (www.cameron-

county.us/publichealth/).

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS

You’re Safe Care
is Our Priority.
If you need care, 
trust Valley Baptist.

At Valley Baptist Health System, we never forget that it
takes more than medicine to heal. From Maternity care to
Orthopedics, and Stroke care to Trauma services, all of us
are here to treat you well. See us at ValleyBaptist.net.

A COMMUNITY BUILT ON   CARE Valley  Baptist
Health System
@valleybaptistmedicalcenter 

day afternoon, Valley Baptist 
Medical Center-Harlingen 
has 141 hospitalized COV-
ID-19 related patients in our 
designated COVID-19 units 
and Valley Baptist Medical 
Center-Brownsville has 97. 
To put this in perspective for 
our community, our hospitals 
are now at a total of 102 per-
cent and 101 percent occu-
pancy, respectively and this 
includes both COVID-19 
related and non COVID-19 
related patient beds.” 

Vela went on to explain 
that the high number of CO-
VID-19 patients is straining 
the system’s ability to care 
for patients requiring other 
types of non-COVID related 
healthcare as well as those 
requiring COVID related 

healthcare.
“More than 40 percent of 

the hospitals’ current census 
is occupied by COVID-19 
positive or suspected pa-
tients. What that means is 
that we are now at the point 
of grave concern,” he said. 
“Our entire teams are work-
ing around the clock to iden-
tify additional locations for 
patient care and we are work-
ing closely with the TRAC-
V to bring in additional staff 
to help our hospitals manage 
this surge.”

Dr. Christopher Romero, 
Physician Adviser for Valley 
Baptist Medical Center-Har-
lingen, said that the hospitals 
continue to see numerous 
patients admitted on a daily 
basis with severe disease. 

“Many of these patients 
are now younger than before, 
and often without many of 
the severe underlying health 
problems that we previously 
associated with severe dis-
ease. We have unfortunately 
seen many people pass away 
from COVID-19, even 
young individuals,” he said. 
“These days I cannot in good 
conscience say that young 
people or healthy individu-
als don’t have to worry about 
this disease.”  

Leslie Bingham, CEO for 
Valley Baptist-Brownsville 
said physicians and hospital 
staff are working tirelessly 
to continue to care for their 
community, but that they re-
quire assistance to alleviate 
the exhausting strain of the 
ongoing situation.

“Everything is being done 
to ensure the best possible 
coordination and care for our 
patients; however, we need 
our community to help us 
help them,” she said. “We 
need our community to take 
immediate action to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19 and 
reduce the continued surge in 
our hospitals.”

While early efforts to fight 
the spread of COVID-19 
– such as shelter in place or-
ders and minimizing travel 
– were successful, COVID-
19 cases have skyrocketed 
as local residents became lax 
in following protective mea-
sures against the virus.

“When people wear a face 
mask in public, maintain a 
physical distance of at least 
six feet from others, and 
practice frequent hand hy-
giene, it reduces the spread 
of the virus,” Bingham said. 
“We’re imploring the people 
of the Rio Grande Valley 
– our friends, our neighbors, 
our families – to do these 
three simple things to help us 
save lives.”

Dr. Jose Ayala, Chief 
Medical Officer for Valley 
Baptist-Brownsville also 
urged the community to 
continue to practice the pro-
tective measures that have 
been successful, especially 
the use of face coverings in 
public as a means to protect 
not only ourselves, but those 
who may be more vulnerable 
to the virus.

“The importance of masks 
is to prevent the spread of the 
virus by those people who 
may not know they are in-
fected and contagious yet,” 
he said. “People can spread 
the virus before they develop 
symptoms, which has been 
demonstrated in research 
from around the world. 
Wearing a mask is only one 
of our weapons to fight CO-
VID-19, but it’s an important 
one. When out and about we 
don’t know who may have 
cancer, diabetes, lung prob-
lems, or other health issues 
that make them more sus-
ceptible to COVID19. Wear-
ing a mask helps protect oth-
ers in our community and 
can slow the spread of this 
deadly virus.” 

Vela said that despite the 
critical situation, he is con-
fident in the local residents 
doing what they must to help 
local healthcare providers 
continue to provide appropri-
ate care to the community.

“What we need most right 
now is for our community to 
please hear us. This pandem-
ic is real. It is in our commu-
nity and it’s on the rise. If this 
surge continues as it has over 
the past week, we will have a 
very real need to open some 
type of alternative care site  
in our community so that ad-
ditional care can be provided 
for those that will inevitably 
require hospitalization,” he 
said. 



 

(D) Lot Seven (7), Block 

Ten (10), THIRD aDDITION 

to the City of San Benito, 

Cameron County, Texas, 

according to the map or 

plat thereof recorded in 

Volume 2, Page 5, map Re-

cords of Cameron County, 

Texas

(e) Lot Seven (7) and ad-

jacent South One-Half of 

Lot Six (6), Block Fifteen 

(15), Third addition to the 

City of San Benito, Cam-

eron County, Texas, ac-

cording to map thereof re-

corded in Volume 2, Page 

5, map Records, Cameron 

County, Texas.

By which said land is 

most generally known, 

and located as shown on 

said map, and between the 

hours of 10:00 o’clock A.M. 

and 4:00 o’clock P.M. more 

particularly beginning ex-

actly at 10:00 o’clock A.M. 

on   aUGUST 4th, 2020 the 

first Tuesday of the month of 
aUGUST at 974 E. Harrison 

St., at the Judicial Building 

(Courthouse)   Brownsville, 

Cameron County, Texas, I 
will sell said land at public 

outcry to the highest bidder 

for cash.

Omar Lucio, Sheriff

Cameron County, Texas

By: Mario Gonzalez  

 (7-10-20; 7-17-20; 7-24-20)

NOTICe OF

SHeRIFF’S SaLe

BY VIRTUE OF AN OR-

DER OF SALE ISSUED 
JUNe 15, 2020 out of the 

404th    DISTRICT COURT 

of CameRON COUNTY, 

TeXaS, in CaUSe NUm-

BeR 2019-DCL-04067-G    

WHEREIN OVaTION SeR-

VICeS, LLC is PLAINTIFF 
and JUaNa maRIa maRTI-

Nez aND aGUSTINe TRe-

JO are DEFENDANT(S), I 

did on JUNe 16, 2020 levy 

upon and  seize all of the 

rights, titles and interests 

of said DEFENDANT(S)  
in and to the following de-

scribed real property situat-

ed in CAMERON COUNTY, 
TEXAS, to wit:

Property (including any 

improvements):

LOT TWeNTY-eIGHT 

(28), BLCOK TWO (2), and 

GaRDeN PaRK aDDITION 

CITY OF BROWNSVILLe, 

CameRON COUNTY, TeX-

aS, aCCORDING TO THe 

maP THeReOF ReCORD-

eD IN VOLUme 7, PaGe 

13, maP ReCORDS Cam-

eRON COUNTY, TeXaS.

Tax account

#033-3310-0020-0280-00

Commonly known as:  

133 eaST DR., BROWNS-

VILLe, TX 78520

By which said land is most 

generally known, and locat-

ed as shown on said map, 

and between the hours of 

10:00 o’clock A.M. and 4:00 

o’clock P.M. more particular-

ly beginning exactly at 10:00 

o’clock A.M. on  aUGUST 

04, 2020  the first Tuesday 
of the month of aUGUST 

at  974 E. Harrison St., at 

the Judicial Building (Court-

house)  Brownsville, Cam-

eron County, Texas I will sell 
said land at public outcry to 

the highest bidder for cash.

Omar Lucio, Sheriff

Cameron County, Texas

By: Mario Gonzalez  

 (7-10-20; 7-17-20; 7-24-20)

NOTICe TO CReDITORS 

Notice is hereby given 
that Letters of Dependent 

Administration in the Estate 

of RICHARD T. ARCEGA, 
Deceased, were issued to 

Nancy G. Arcega, on June 
26, 2020, in Cause No. 
2018-CPC-00103 now pend-

ing in the County Court at 

Law Number Four of Cam-

eron County, Texas. Claims 
should be addressed to the 

Dependent Administratrix, 

c/o Hamilton & Lucio, P.C., 

805 Old Port Isabel Road, 
Brownsville, Texas 78521-
3557. 

All persons having claims 

against such Estate, which 

is currently being adminis-

tered, are required to pres-

ent them within the time and 

in the manner prescribed by 

law. 

 /s/ Nancy G. Arcega 
 Dependent Administratrix 

(7-10-20)

NOTICe TO CReDITORS 

Notice is hereby given that 
Letter Testamentary in the 
Estate of ELIDA RIOS aka 
ELIDA Z. RIOS, Deceased, 
were issued to Dolly Zimmer-
man aka Dahlia Gomez Zim-

merman, on July 2, 2020, in 

Cause No. 2020-CPC-138 
now pending in the County 

Court at Law Number Four 
of Cameron County, Texas. 
Claims should be addressed 

to the Independent Execu-

trix, c/o Hamilton & Lucio, 

P.C., 805 Old Port Isabel 
Road, Brownsville, Texas 
78521-3557. 

All persons having claims 

against such Estate, which 

is currently being adminis-

tered, are required to pres-

ent them within the time and 

in the manner prescribed by 

law. 

 /s/ Dolly Zimmerman aka 
Dahlia Gomez Zimmerman 

 Independent Executor 
 (7-10-20)
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PUBLIC
NOTICES20

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

Classifieds
For information, call
(956) 399-2436

PERSONALS18

HOME
FOR RENT3

ReNT me - “BaRBIe’S 
HOUSe”: 1 bedroom. 
No dogs. Near Express-
way 83, La Bahia Addi-
tion, $400 a month plus 
$300 deposit. You pay 
your bills. As is. Look for 
Barbie’s House.

(6-19 - 7-10)

HOLa SOY ROGeR, viu-
do, 59 anos, soy bilingue, 
soy alto, soy agradable, 
Americano, busco una 
dama de 45 a 63 anos, 
sea carinosa, romantica, 
fiel, etc. Desea una rela-
cion seria. Cell: 210-914-
4970.

(6-19 - 7-10)

The City of San Benito Planning and Zoning Commission will 
consider the following items in a public hearing on Thursday, 
July 23, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. In addition, the San Benito City 
Commission will consider the same items in public hearing on 
Tuesday, August 18, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. Both public hearings on 
the same matter will be held at the San Benito Municipal Building 
located at 401 N. Sam Houston Blvd. The public hearings will 
consider the following request:

Public hearing to solicit input regarding a request to rezone 
2045 east Stenger Street, also bearing a legal description 
of San Benito & Water Co. Subd. 1.000 acres of SW Corner 
of W 1/2 of Se 1/4 of Block 11 & San Benito Land & Water 
Co. Subd. 1.00 acres of W 1/2 of SW 1/4 Blk. 11, San Benito, 
Cameron County, Texas, from Single Family One (SF-1) zone 
to Commercial Restricted Business (C-1) zone. applicant: 
Ignacio & Teresa Castillo.

All interested parties may appear in person or by representative 
to show cause for or against the proposed request.

Si desea informacion en espanol, por favor llame al departamento 
de planeacion de la ciudad de San Benito, (956) 361-3800.

   Bernard Rodriguez, Director
   Planning and Developing Department

NOTICe OF PUBLIC HeaRING

in the past I have 
asked for favors. 
This time I ask you 
this very special one 
(mention favor). Take 
it dear Jesus and place 
it within your own 

heart where your father sees it. Then 
in your merciful eyes it will become 
your favor not mine. Amen. Say this 
prayer for 3 days, promise publica-
tion and favor will be granted. Never 
known to fail.

K.B.

DEAR HEART 
OF JESUS,

For Miracles Granted.
K.B.

THANK YOU

SACRED HEART 

OF JESUS

PERSONALS18

in the past I have 
asked for favors. 
This time I ask you 
this very special one 
(mention favor). Take 
it dear Jesus and place 
it within your own 

heart where your father sees it. Then 
in your merciful eyes it will become 
your favor not mine. Amen. Say this 
prayer for 3 days, promise publica-
tion and favor will be granted. Never 
known to fail.

K.B.

DEAR HEART 
OF JESUS,

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

NOTICe OF

SHeRIFF’S SaLe

BY VIRTUE OF AN   OR-

DER OF SALE   ISSUED 
JUNe 17th,  2020 out of the   

COUNTY COURT aT LaW 

#1 of WeBB COUNTY, 

TeXaS, in CaUSe NUm-

BeR 2015CVQ001254C1 

WHEREIN eDUaRDO Ga-

BRIeL maRTINez D/B/a 

THe aQUaRIUm amUSe-

meNT ROOm is PLAINTIFF, 
and PaUL GONzaLez aND 

PaUL GONzaLez INSUR-

aNCe are DEFENDANT(S), 
I did on JUNe 30TH, 2020 

levy upon and  seize all of 

the rights, titles and interests 

of said DEFENDANT(S)  in 
and to the following de-

scribed real property situat-

ed in CAMERON COUNTY, 
TEXAS, to wit:

Property (including any 

improvements):

Lot One (1), Block 

Number Thirty-Two (32), 

Original Townsite of San 

Benito, Cameron County, 

Texas, according to map 

recorded in Volume 2, 

Page 5, Official Records, 
Cameron County, Texas.

By which said land is 

most generally known, and 

located as shown on said 

map, and between the hours 

of 10:00 o’clock A.M. and 

4:00 o’clock P.M. more par-

ticularly beginning exactly at 

10:00 o’clock A.M. on aU-

GUST 4TH, 2020 the first 
Tuesday of the month of 
aUGUST at 974 E. Harrison 

St., at the Judicial Building 

(Courthouse)   Brownsville, 

Cameron County, Texas, I 
will sell said land at public 

outcry to the highest bidder 

for cash.

Omar Lucio, Sheriff

Cameron County, Texas

By: Mario Gonzalez  

 (7-10-20; 7-17-20; 7-24-20)

NOTICe OF

SHeRIFF’S SaLe

BY VIRTUE OF AN EX-

ECUTION    ISSUED  JUNe 

09, 2020 out of the PRO-

BaTe COURT #1 of TRa-

VIS  COUNTY,  TeXaS, 

in CaUSe NUmBeR C-1-

PB-16-002350 WHEREIN  
JORGe GaRCIa, as De-

PeNDeNT aDmINISTRa-

TOR OF THe eSTaTe OF 

eLIzaBeTH GaRCIa Ta-

mez is PLAINTIFF, and Je-

SUS JUaN Tamez is DE-

FENDANT, I did on JUNe 

15, 2020 levy upon and  

seize all of the rights, titles 

and interests of said DE-

FENDANT  in and to the fol-
lowing described real prop-

erty situated in CAMERON 
COUNTY, TEXAS, to wit:

Property (including any 

improvements):

(a) Lot eleven (11) and 

Twelve (12), Block Two 

(2), FIFTH aDDITION to 

the City of San Benito, 

Cameron County, Texas, 

according to the map or 

Plat thereof recorded in 

Volume 2, Page 5, map Re-

cords of Cameron County, 

Texas.

(B) Lot Thirteen (13) and 

the South Twenty-five Feet 
(25’) of Lot Twelve (12), 

Block Two (2), VaLeNCIa 

PaRK, an addition to the 

City of San Benito, Camer-

on County, Texas, accord-

ing to the map recorded in 

Volume 9, Page 38, of the 

map Records  of Cameron 

County,  Texas.

(C) Lot Three (3), Block 

One (1), Valencia Park ad-

dition to the City of San 

Benito, Cameron County, 

Texas, according to the 

map or Plat thereof re-

corded in Volume 6, Page 

51 and refiled in Volume 9,  
Page 38, map Records of 

Cameron County, Texas.

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

PUBLIC
NOTICES20

CITaTION BY

PUBLICaTION

— TRC 109 & 114

THe STaTe OF TeXaS

2016-DCL-06870-B

maRIO CaSTRO VS

maRY T. HamILTON

IN THe 138TH DISTRICT

COURT OF CameRON

COUNTY, TeXaS

TO: The Heirs-at-Law, 

Whether Known or Un-

known of mary T. Hamil-

ton,

DEFENDANT-GREET-

INGS:
NOTICe  TO  DeFeN-

DaNT: “You have been 

sued. You may employ an 

attorney. If you or your at-

torney do not file a written 
answer with the clerk who 

issued this citation by 

10:00 a.m. on the monday 

next following the expira-

tion of 42 days after the 

date this citation was is-

sued, a default judgment 

may be taken against 

you.”

You are hereby command-

ed to appear by filing a writ-
ten answer to the Plaintiff’s 

First amended Petition at 

or before 10:00 o’clock A.M. 

on the Monday next after the 

expiration of 42 days after 

the date of issuance of this 

citation before the Honor-

able 138th District Court 

of Cameron County, at the 

Courthouse in said County 

in Brownsville, Texas. Said 
Plaintiff’s First amended 

Petition was filed in said 
court on the 18th day of Oc-

tober, 2019 in the above en-

titled suit.

A brief statement of the 

nature of this suit is  as fol-

lows, to-wit: Trespass to 

Try Title as is more fully 

shown by Plaintiff’s First 

amended Petition on file in 
this suit.

Issued and given under 

my hand and seal of said 

Court at Brownsville, Texas, 
on this the 1st day of July, 

2020.

Attorney: Armando Escamilla

06662100

956-421-3937

Law Office of Armando
Escamilla

1105 E. Tyler
Harlingen, TX 78550

Elvira S. Ortiz, District Clerk 

of Cameron County 

974 E. Harrison Street

Brownsville, Texas 78520

By Adriana Munoz,

Deputy Clerk

 (7-10-20; 7-17-20; 7-24-20; 7-31-20)

Look for 

the new 

South 

Padre 

Parade 

on racks 

and

online!
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fires across the country 

specific projects.

storm surge and flood pro

requirements, a reflection 

Texas, local officials and 

fice, the governor’s office, 

hensive strategy for flood 

are confident that having 

and local officials, we’ll 
fight to ensure our coastal 
communities flourish for 

job isn’t finished — which 

Administration officials, 

to fight proposed govern

by petitions filed by a sin

come to our office SPI Rent

with option for office or 

inflatable with 10hp Ya

Efficiency and 1/1 fur

ming pools & fishing pier 

FOR RENT: Garage apart-

ment on South Padre Island. 

Furnished, W/D, farage and 

yard. Small animal OK. 

Available April 1st. Call 

225-235-6739.

SMALL MARINA in Port 

Isabel. Possible short term 

owner finance. Covered and 
uncovered boatslips for 

rent. Call 225-235-6739.

2 HOMES FOR SALE

��4 COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

HELP WANTED: Bakery 
department position avail-
able at the Blue Marlin. Ap-
ply in person at 2912 Padre 
Blvd., South Padre Island.

BLACKBEARDS RES-

TAURANT is now hiring 
cashiers, hostesses, serv-
ers and kitchen help. Apply 
in person at 103 E. Saturn 
Lane, SPI or call 956-761-
2962.

BURGER SHACK in 

Port Isabel is now hiring a 

COOK. Apply in person at 

413 Maxan, Port Isabel or 

call 210-518-8862.

17 EMPLOYMENT

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

HOUSE FOR SALE: Six 

bedrooms, four bathrooms, 

three kitchens, two living 
areas, two garages and a ga-

rage apartment. Renovated 

and ready for you to choose 
the wall colors and flooring 
of your choice. Great large 
family home or investment. 

Possible Owner Finance. 
CALL 225-235-6739.

HOW TO PLACE AN AD: BY EMAIL: Send your classified to classifieds@portisabelsouthpadre.com • BY PHONE: (956) 943-5545

BY MAIL: P.O. Box 308, Port Isabel, TX 78578 • IN PERSON: 406 Garcia Street, Port Isabel, TX (Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.)
DEADLINE FOR THURSDAY’S PAPER: Wednesday 12:00 p.m. 

CLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@portisabelsouthpadre.com

8 HOMES FOR RENT

29 MOBILE HOMES

FOR RENT: Furnished 

3 bedroom, 3 bath, 2 car 
garage home on the water.  

Located on the Fingers 
in Port Isabel. Long term 

rental. Must see! $1,800 per 
month. Call 956-561-0508.

JAKE’S NOW HIRING 

HEAD COOK, COOKS 

KITCHEN HELP, BAR-

TENDERS, SERVERS, 

AND HOSTESS/CA-

SHIER. Apply in person at 

2001 Padre Blvd., SPI.

FOR SALE: Park model 

with addition. 2 bedroom, 2 

bath needs to be moved out. 

331 Sun Dial, LIV. Asking 

$18,000 OBO. Please call 
956-778-5374.

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Licensed Journeyman 
and Apprentice 

electricians. Must have a
valid driver’s license and 
personal tools. Interviews 

by appointment only,
so please call

(956) 943-5393 to 
schedule an appointment.

RELIABLE
ELECTRIC IS
NOW HIRING:

17 EMPLOYMENT

��7 APARTMENTS FOR RENT

at a high-rise on SPI. The 
ideal candidate must have 
at least 10 yrs experience 
in HVAC and heat pumps, 
have working knowledge 
of commercial motors and 

variable speed drives, 
must be knowledgeable 

of high-rise plumbing 
systems, and general 

maintenance. Knowledge 
of pool maintenance and 

landscaping is a plus. Send 
resume or apply in person 
at 310A Padre Blvd., South 

Padre Island, TX 78597.

CHIEF
ENGINEER 
NeeDeD

17 EMPLOYMENT

LEGAL NOTICE

APPLICATION HAS 

BEEN MADE WITH THE 

TEXAS ALCOHOLIC 

B E V E R A G E 

COMMISSION FOR A 

MIXED BEVERAGE 

PERMIT AND A MIXED 

BEVERAGE LATE 

HOURS PERMIT BY 1929 

BAR & GRILL INC. DBA 

1929 WHISKEY TAVERN 

TO BE LOCATED AT 

628 E. 12TH STREET, 

B R O W N S V I L L E , 

CAMERON, TEXAS. 

OFFICERS OF CORP. 

ARE STACEY N. 

CAVOZAS, PRESIDENT.

SUmmONS

IN DISTRICT COURT,

WeLLS COUNTY, NORTH

DaKOTa

JOHN THeODORe

meaGeR, PLaINTIFF VS

eSTeFaNY mUNOz,

DeFeNDaNT

SUmmONS CIVIL NO.

The State of North Dakota 

to the above-named defen-

dant:

You  are hereby sum-

moned and required to ap-

pear and defend against 

the complaint in this action, 

which (is herewith served 

upon you) (will be filed with 
the Clerk of this Court), by 

serving upon the under-

signed an answer or other 

proper response within 

twenty-one (21) days after 

the service of the summons 

upon you, exclusive of the 

day of service. If you fail to 

do so, judgment by default 

will be taken against you for 

the relief demanded in the 

complaint.

NOTICe OF TemPORaRY 

ReSTRaINING

PROVISIONS

Under Rule 8.4 of the 

North Dakota Rules of 

Court, upon service of the 

summons, you, and your 

spouse, are bound by the 

restraints following:

(1) Neither spouse shall 

dispose of, sell, encumber, 

or  otherwise  dissipate any 

of the parties’ assets ex-

cept:

a. For the necessities of 

life or the necessary genera-

tion of income or preserva-

tion of assets; or

b. For retaining counsel 

to carry on or to contest the 

proceeding;

If a spouse disposes of, 

sells, encumbers, or other-

wise dissipates assets dur-

ing the interim period, that 

spouse shall provide to the 

other spouse and account-

ing within 30 days.

(2) Neither spouse shall 

harass the other spouse.

(3) All currently available 

insurance  coverage  must 

be maintained  and  contin-

ued without change in cov-

erage or beneficiary desig-

nation.

(4) Neither   spouse  

shall remove  their  minor  

child(ren)  from  North  Da-

kota  without  the  written 

consent of  the  other spouse 

or order of the court except 

for temporary periods.

IF eITHeR SPOUSe VIO-

LaTeS aNY OF THe PRO-

VISIONS, THaT SPOUSe 

maY Be IN CONTemPT OF 

COURT.

Dated June 3, 2020.

Carla Johnson,

Clerk of Court

John Theodore Meager

900 Adams Ave.

Harvey, ND 58341

701-399-9720

 (7-9-20)

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

in maintenance, 
housekeeping and front 

desk. Please apply in 

person at Sapphire 

Condominiums. 310A 

Padre Blvd., SPI,

TX 78597.

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

3 YORKIEPOO PUPPIES FOR SALE
$150 each 2 female 
and 1 male Yor-
kiepoo highly intel-
ligent, active, affec-
tionate, and gentle. 
Looking for an in-
side forever love-
able owner! Please 
contact Kirk 956-
433-6919  or Laura 
956-433-7249.

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Sealed bids and proposal addressed to Mr. Jared Hockema, 
City Manager, City of Port Isabel will be received by the City 
of Port Isabel, Texas (hereinafter called owner) at Emergency 
Operating Center (EOC) 309 e. Railroad St., Port Isabel, 
Texas 78578 until 3:00 p.m. CST, Friday, July 24, 2020 
and then at said office publicly opened and read aloud as 
follows:

3:00 p.m. CST                                                
City of Port Isabel Street Improvements Phase II – 

Island ave. 

A Bidder’s Bond from a reliable surety company licensed to 
operate in the State of Texas or a certified Cashier’s Check, 
payable without recourse to the City of Port Isabel, for the 
amount of not less than 5% of the total bid must accompany 
the bid as a guaranty that, if awarded the contract, the bidder 
will enter into a contract with the City of Port Isabel. Payment 
and Performance Bonds shall be executed.

Plans and specifications may be OBTAINED at the office 
of:

Hinojosa engineering, Inc.
108 W. 18th St.

mission, TX 78572
956-581-0143

Upon a non-refundable deposit of $75.00 per set.

Pre-Bid Conference: A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on 
Friday, July 17, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. at Emergency Operating 
Center (EOC) located at 309 E Railroad St. Port Isabel, 
Texas.

The City of Port Isabel reserves the right to refuse and 
reject any or all bids and to waive any or all formalities or 
technicalities, or to accept the bid considered the best and 
most advantageous to the City, and to hold the bids for a 
period of 60 days without taking action thereon. Any bid 
received past the date and time will not be accepted.

The City of Port Isabel does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, and 
handicapped status in employment or provision of service.

Bid proposal must be clearly marked on the envelope:

City of Port Isabel Street Improvements Phase II – Island 
ave.            

NOTICe TO BIDDeRS

17 EMPLOYMENT

20 PETS & SUPPLIES 20 PETS & SUPPLIES

Special to the PRESS/NEWS

The Texas Educa-

tion Agency today an-

nounced comprehensive 
guidelines for students 

to return to school, pri-
oritizing their health and 

safety while ensuring that 

students receive quality 
instruction, whether they 
choose to learn in a safe 
on-campus environment 
or remotely.    

“Both as Commission-

er and as a public school 
parent, my number one 

priority is the health and 

safety of our students, 

teachers, and staff,” said 
Texas Education Com-

missioner Mike Morath. 

“That is why the guid-

ance laid out today will 
provide flexibility to 

both parents and districts 
to make decisions based 

on the ever-changing 
conditions of this public 
health crisis. The state is 
and remains committed 
to providing a high-qual-
ity education to all Texas 
students, while ensuring 

the health and safety of 

students, teachers, staff, 

and families.”
Morath added that, 

despite what will be a 

challenging budget year, 
Governor Greg Abbott, 

Lt. Governor Dan Pat-

rick, Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen, and other leg-

islative leaders are com-

mitted to fully funding 

in-class and remote in-

struction for every child 
in the upcoming school 
year. As a result, parents 

will have more choices 
than normal this year as 

they decide which school 

TEA issues guidelines for a safe return to instruction

See TEA, Page 12



 

TWINS

BEAUTY 
SALON

Monday-Friday

8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

120 MAXAN

Port Isabel

943-2625

Gail Heinz, PA-C

& Dr. Dustin 

Tauferner

413 e. Railroad
Port  Isabel, TX 78578

956-202-0111

N
OW

OPEN

!

REGULAR OFFICE
HOURS:

monday-Friday
8am-5pm

On-Call Status 24/7

Full Family Practice 

- Care for All Ages

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

120 Maxan St., Port Isabel • 943-2625

Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. • Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

PERMS • COLORS • HAIRCUTS
MANICURES • PEDICURES

Let Angie & Lucy help you get ready for the 
weekend, or just help you look your best.

TWINS
BEAUTY SALON

PAGE 12 • BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT PORT ISABEL-SOUTH PADRE PRESS JULY 9-15, 2020

MINIMAL WAITING!
Appointments

& Walk-ins

SERVICES
•  Family Pract ice  •  Pediat rics

•  Minor Emergency
•  Drug Screening
•  Workers Comp.

•  Well Women Exam •  EKG
•  Medical Physical

Monday - Friday
8am - 5pm

202 Second St.
Port Isabel, TX 78578

Phone 943-1774

Full Service 

Lawn Care

Landscaping

Serving:

SPI, PI,
Laguna Vista, 
Brownsville,
Los Fresnos

1208 Hwy. 100

Port Isabel, TX 78578

(956) 433-5109

NURSERY
NOW OPEN

J&R Landscaping is a family owned and operated company with over 30 years’ experience. We serve the South Padre, 
Port Isabel, Laguna Vista and Brownsville areas. We take pride in installing quality landscapes at a competitive price 
and will always strive for customer satisfaction.

FULL SERVICE LAWN CARE

We offer full service lawn care including: mowing, edging, weed eating, leaf blowing. lawn aeration, shrub trimming, weed control and fertilization
TREE SERVICES

Installation, removal and trimming all types of trees
LANDSCAPING

Design, lawn installation, flower bed construction, mulching, hardscaping, topsoil installation and leveling
IRRIGATION

Sprinkler installation, Sprinkler repair
Sprinkler system programming

1208 Hwy. 100

Port Isabel, TX 78578

956-433-5109

NURSERY

NOW OPEN!

NURSERY
NOW OPEN!

Padre
Palms

Landscaping
South Padre Island, TX

Chance Bear Crouch 
956-533-8051

Dakota Crouch
956-280-4710

“We trim any palm
tree  short or tall”

& WE ARE INSURED!

setting is best for their 

children, including:  

Daily on-campus learn-

ing will be available to all 

parents who would like 

their students to learn in 

school each day. 

In addition, all parents 

will have the option to 

choose remote learning 

for their children, initially, 

or at any point as the year 

progresses. Parents who 

choose remote instruction 

for their students may be 

asked to commit to re-

mote instruction for a full 

grading period (e.g. 6 or 9 

weeks), but will not have 

to make that commitment 

more than two weeks 

in advance, so they can 

make a decision based on 

the latest public health in-

formation. 

Health and safety pro-

cedures will be in place 

to support student and 

teacher safety.

Some health proce-

dures are mandated for 

every school in the state. 

For example, all students, 

teachers, staff, and visi-

tors coming to campus 

must be screened before 

being allowed on cam-

pus. Consistent with the 

Governor’s most recent 

executive order, and as-

suming that order is still 

in place, masks will be 

required while in school 

buildings, with certain 

exceptions made, as noted 

in the order. Schools will 

also be required to follow 

any forthcoming execu-

tive orders issued by the 

Governor.

Additional health pro-

cedures are recommended 

for every school that can 

reasonably implement 

those procedures. 

Districts have the op-

tion to establish a phased-

in return to on-campus in-

struction for up to the first 
three weeks of the school 

year, to ensure all appro-

priate health and safety 

procedures are fully in 

place. 

TEA is providing school 

systems with resources to 

ensure a strong start. This 

includes:

Reimbursement for ex-

tra COVID-19-related 

expenses incurred during 

the 2019-20 school year;

Tens of millions of Per-

sonal Protective Equip-

ment (PPE) supplies pro-

vided to school systems at 

no cost to Texas schools;

Free online, TEKS-

aligned learning tools to 

deliver remote instruc-

tion;

Teacher training provid-

ed at no cost to the school 

system; and Statewide 

efforts to help bridge the 

digital divide for students 

at home, along with other 

ongoing support.

For more information, 

please visit TEA’s Coro-

navirus website: https://

tea.texas.gov/coronavirus

This framework was de-

veloped based on the most 

current science with input 

from: Governor Greg Ab-

bott’s Coronavirus Medi-

cal Advisory Team; the 

Governor’s Strike Force 

to Reopen Texas; Texas 

school system leaders; 

ongoing global analy-

sis of school operational 

practices; ongoing global 

analysis of research on vi-

ral spread in schools; and 

the latest peer-reviewed 

viral research studies.

Due to the nature of this 

pandemic, parents and ed-

ucators should expect to 

see some campuses close 

for brief periods dur-

ing the upcoming school 

year. If there are signifi-

cant changes to the pub-

lic health situation, there 

may need to be additional 

changes to the framework 

as well.

Tea
From “Tea,” page 11


