
By MARTHA McCLAIN
Special to the PRESS

Following years of 
sometimes heated discus-
sion, Laguna Vista officials 
have approved a 10-year 
lease agreement with the 
Laguna Vista Recreation 
Association to operate the 
Town’s marina located on 
3.24 acres of waterfront 
land.

The agreement becomes 
effective upon execution 
by both parties.  If ap-
proved by the LVRA, the 
lease agreement will run 
through Sept. 23, 2031.

The Town Council ap-
proved the agreement 
which calls for a $600 per 
month rental payment or 

By MARTHA McCLAIN
Special to the PRESS

Laguna Vista officials 
Tuesday donated 10 acres 
of land to Cameron County 
for development and oper-
ation of the planned South 
Texas Ecotourism Center.

The governing bodies of 
the Town of Laguna Vista 
and the County of Cam-
eron have engaged in the 
discussion and planning 
of creating a South Texas 
Ecotourism Center on real 
property located within the 
corporate boundaries of 
the Town of Laguna Vista, 
according to the resolu-
tion adopted by the Town 
Council.

During discussions, 
County officials informed 
the Town of Laguna Vista 

By KEVIN RICH
Special to the PRESS

The South Padre Island
City Council debated a
proposed amendment to
their Beach User Fee Plan
to begin charging for park-
ing near the beach. Shore-
line Management Director
Brandon Hill provided the 
background information
regarding the proposal.

Hill reviewed the re-
quirement set forth by the
Texas General Land Office
(GLO) to provide an ad-
equate amount of spaces in
proximity to the beach in
order to be able to restrict
vehicular traffic on the 
beach itself. He explained
that one parking spot must
be provided for every 15
linear feet of beach that is
closed to vehicles.

“The State gives us the
ability to charge for that
parking if we so choose,”
said Hill. He added that
there are rules about what
is acceptable to charge as 
well specifications on how 
the revenues collected can
be used. “It’s all framed
within shoreline improve-
ments, shoreline amenities
and upkeep.”

Hill noted that in 2015,
the City submitted a Beach
User Fee Plan to the GLO 
that was approved. He add-
ed that in 2017, the plan 
was amended to reflect an 
accurate count of available
parking spaces.

Whether to implement
paid parking seasonally or
year-round, which park-
ing spaces to include, and
whether to charge hourly
or longer term rates were 
the three main decisions
Hill said needed to be ad-
dressed by Council.

On the issue of season-
ally versus year-round, 
Hill reported that the exist-
ing plan calls for seasonal;
however, City staff no lon-
ger recommends this ap-
proach. He cited feedback

See YACHT, Page 9

By DINA ARÉVALO
Port Isabel-South Padre Press

editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com

The City of Port Isabel 
has filed a lawsuit against 
several defendants in con-
nection with the Port Isabel 
Yacht Club and a failed plan 
to renovate or restore the 
beloved structure.

In what Port Isabel City 
Manager Jared Hockema 
has since characterized as 
a “boondoggle,” the plan, 
which first began to take 
shape in 2014, was for the 
City to purchase the Yacht 
Club and transform it. 

The plans were vast — it 
would be a culinary arts in-
stitute, in conjunction with 

a local university or col-
lege. It would house a bou-
tique hotel for visiting chefs 
teaching at the facility. It 
would house a museum 
of Yacht Club artifacts. It 
would be a cultural incuba-
tor and a spur for local eco-
nomic development.

In October 2014, amidst 
much fanfare, the City 
hosted a press conference 
outside the front steps of the 
building, with dignitaries 
such as U.S. Congressman 
Filemon Vela, who was giv-
en the honor of announcing 
the awarding of a $1.2 mil-
lion grant from the EDA for 
the project. 

Then, in February 2015, 

By DINA ARÉVALO
Port Isabel-South Padre Press

editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com

The Laguna Madre communities are 
making preparations for any potential ef-
fects of Tropical Disturbance No. 37 cur-
rently brewing in the Gulf of Mexico.

The weather system is not expected to 
make a direct impact to the Rio Grande 
Valley, Port Isabel City Manager Jared 

Hockema said during a phone interview 
Wednesday. However, officials are ex-
pecting it to bring rain and potential flood-
ing.

The City of Port Isabel began distribut-
ing sandbags at the public works building 
at 11 a.m. Wednesday. Sandbag distribu-
tion will continue through 5 p.m. There 
is a limit of six per household; proof of 

By DINA ARÉVALO
Port Isabel-South Padre Press

editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com

The cities of Port Isabel 
and South Padre Island 
will be marking the 17th 
anniversary of the col-

lapse of the Queen Isabella 
Causeway with a ceremo-
ny to be held at the base 
of the Causeway in Port 
Isabel.

The event will be held 
Saturday, Sept. 15 and 
will begin at 10 a.m. In the 

event of inclement weath-
er, the ceremony will be 
moved indoors to the Port 
Isabel City Commission 
Chamber located inside 
City Hall, 305 E. Maxan 
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The front entrance of the Port Isabel Yacht Club is seen in 
this photograph taken on Tuesday, Sept. 11.
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Running for a causeRunning for a cause
Rotary hosts 

By ALEXA RAY
Special to the PRESS

On Saturday, Sept. 8, the Rotary 
Club of Port Isabel hosted a Run/Walk 
event honoring and benefiting the first 
responders of the Laguna Madre area. 

The run/walk began and ended on 
the beach outside of Clayton’s Beach 
Bar and Grill on South Padre Island. 
This year, the Rotary Club included a 
10k division along with the usual 5k 

 Participants run on the beach during the Beach Rescue Run last Sat-
urday morning.

 Rotary volunteers await the arrival of race participants.

See RUN, Page 10

Yacht Club suit alleges 
conspiracy, fraud, negligence

Attorney for former city 
manager responds: lawsuit 

is politically motivated
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By ALEXA RAY
Special to the PRESS

The state-of-the-art 
South Padre Island Birding 
and Nature Center (BNC) 
kicked off a celebration of 
“World Shorebirds Day” 
this past Saturday. World 
Shorebirds Day is an annual 
event that is recognized 
by researchers, naturalists 
and bird lovers around the 
world. Locally, the cel-
ebrated the event with a 
fun-filled day of education-
al activities for adults and 
children alike. 

Each year, the birding 
community pays extra atten-
tion to the often-overlooked 
shorebird species by host-
ing an international shore-
bird count. People gather at 
coastal and wetland areas all 
over the world in search of 
these small birds and count 
as many as possible. The 
numbers accumulated from 
the count are submitted to a 
global database and studied 
for conservation efforts. 

Texas Master Natural-
ists joined naturalist educa-
tor and event coordinator 
Javier Gonzalez along the 

BNC boardwalk to assist 
spectators and visitors in 
identifying these honoree 
birds. “This birding center 
is a fantastic place to host 
the shorebird count because 
many types of shorebirds 
are strictly coastal species,” 
Gonzalez said. Hence, these 
types of bird, including 
sandpipers, plovers, cur-
lews and many others, com-
monly occupy the areas sur-
rounding the birding center 
boardwalks. 

Shorebirds have some 
of the longest distance mi-
grations out of any family 
of birds and South Padre 
Island is lucky enough to 
host many of these little 
world travelers after their 
expansive trips from nest-
ing grounds as far north as 
the Arctic tundra. 

These birds have defining 
characteristics such as skin-
ny legs and long, slender 
beaks, but their small stat-
ure and drab color can make 
them difficult to notice or 
identify. Gonzalez admitted 
that, “These birds are often 
missed by the typical beach 
goer but that (he) person-
ally enjoys the challenge of 

searching and identifying 
these birds every year.” 

While Sept. 8 marked a 
day with special activities 
and discounted admission 

fees, the shorebird count 
continued into the week, 
ending on Tuesday, Sept. 
11. September is a peak 
migration month for shore-

birds around the world as 
they leave their breeding 
grounds from up north. 
However, specialists at the 
BNC encourage everyone 

to stop by the site through-
out the fall and winter, as 
many of these birds will 
stay put h during the cooler 
seasons!

By KEVIN RICH
Special to the PRESS

“We’re here to talk about 
toilets,” announced Mayor 
Dennis Stahl at a joint 
meeting of the South Padre 
Island City Council and 
the Shoreline Taskforce 
held on Wednesday, Sept. 
5. 

Wednesday’s talks were 
a continuation of a discus-
sion from an Aug. 15 city 
council meeting, where 
Council opted not to act 
on a portable restroom 
plan until after convening 
a joint session with the 
Shoreline Taskforce and 
members of a portable re-
stroom subcommittee who 
had worked to formulate 
an initial plan.

The plan initially pre-
sented to City Council in-
cluded placement of por-
table facilities at some of 

the Gulf Boulevard beach 
accesses during peak times 
of the season. City Council 
member Alita Bagley re-
viewed the issues that she 
raised at the last meeting 
over placing portable fa-
cilities on the beach. “I had 
a lot of concern about put-
ting Port-a-Potties on the 
beach — the possibility of 
spills, the vandalism, and 
what kind of impact would 
that have on the public ac-
cess to the beach,” Bagley 
said.

Bagley also brought up 
concerns which members 
of the public had shared 
during a previous meet-
ing. “Their priorities were 
not temporary bathrooms. 
They were restroom fa-
cilities, and that was a very 
large majority,” she said. 

Bagley also said she was 
concerned about the poten-
tial damage that could be 

caused by trucks driving 
on the beach to service the 
restrooms.

Finally, Bagley said the 
City should provide rest-
room facilities, especially 
if it intends to charge a 
beach user fee for parking. 
“If we’re talking about 
paid parking on Gulf Bou-
levard, we’re going to have 
revenue from that. I think 
the least that we can do is 
provide good facilities for 
those people that are pay-
ing to park and going to be 
using our beaches.”

Shoreline Taskforce 
member Rob Nixon also 
recognized the relation-
ship between paid park-
ing and the need for better 
restroom solutions. “If the 
City wants to have paid 
parking, they’re going to 
have to show the State that 
they’re going to invest in 
the infrastructure,” Nixon 

said referring to the ap-
proval needed from the 
Texas General Land Office 
(GLO) to enact a beach 
user fee plan. 

Nixon proposed a com-
promise to consider in-
volving both permanent 
and temporary facilities 
that would be tied into the 
City’s sewer and water 
systems and placed fur-
ther away from the beach, 
nearer the entrance of the 
accesses.

Shoreline Manage-
ment Director Brandon 
Hill shared the possibil-
ity of considering the use 
of Green Flush restrooms 
that he said have become 
popular at state parks and 
on golf courses. “It doesn’t 
actually require any elec-
tric, water or sewer hook-
up. It utilizes a very large 
tank — or a vault under-
neath — and the anaerobic 
bacteria technology in or-
der to eat up all the debris 
that is deposited into it,” 
Hill explained. 

He added that it runs on 
solar power and utilizes 
stored water gathered from 
either rain collected off the 
roof, or water that is manu-
ally poured into the tank.

Mayor Dennis Stahl 
cautioned the committee 
on the issue of utilizing 
potential revenue from 

BNC celebrates World Shorebirds Day

Alexa Ray | Courtesy photo
SPI Birding Center Naturalist Javier Gonzalez looks at a flock of shorebirds using a scope during World Shore-
birds Day Saturday.

PIEDC approves 
budget, expenditures

By DINA ARÉVALO
Port Isabel-South Padre Press

editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com

The Port Isabel Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration (EDC) approved 
a budget for the upcoming 
2018-19 fiscal year, as well 
as several major expendi-
tures during a meeting held 
at Port Isabel City Hall 
Tuesday afternoon.

Not much is slated to 
change in the coming fis-
cal year, at least as far as 
the EDC budget is con-
cerned. “(It’s) pretty much 
the same — very little 
change,” explained Port 
Isabel City Manager Jared 
Hockema. 

One thing City staff did 
notice while configur-
ing the budget, however, 
was that hotel/motel tax 
revenues appeared to be 
down this year. Hockema 
explained that staff discov-
ered some establishments 
had not remitted their pay-
ments, which was affecting 
the revenue outlook. “We 
went out and started talk-
ing to them and there were 
a couple of them that had 
not been paying,” the city 
manager explained.

However, even after ac-
counting for that discrep-
ancy, revenues are still 

down compared to prior 
years, he explained. 

In other financial news, 
the EDC approved several 
regular expenditures for 
the upcoming fiscal year, 
including its annual contri-
bution to the Island Metro, 
the Port Isabel Chamber 
of Commerce, the City’s 
marketing services, the 
Port Isabel Museums and 
a payment to the City for 
services rendered to the 
EDC.

The EDC board unani-
mously approved a 
$50,000 contribution for 
the continued operation 
of the Island Metro bus 
service, more commonly 
known among locals as the 
Wave. 

The bus service, which 
provides free transporta-
tion between South Padre 
Island and Port Isabel and 
has an operating budget 
of $1.7 million, has added 
several new stops, a repre-
sentative explained to the 
board. “We’re now provid-
ing front door service to 
HEB,” the representative 
said.

“That’s definitely a ben-
efit to the community,” 
said Board chair Calvin 
Byrd.

See BATH, Page 9 See PIEDC, Page 9

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Cameron County South Texas Eco-Tourism Center
Notice is hereby given that Cameron County will conduct a 
public hearing at the Dancy Building on Tuesday, September 
18, 2018 at 8:45 a.m. to solicit input and suggestions on the 
proposed South Texas Eco-Tourism Center. The park will 
be located along Highway 100 immediately south of Laguna 
Vista.  The county intends to apply for two grants from Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department under the Department’s Non-
Urban Outdoor Recreation Program and Non-Urban Indoor 
Recreation Program. The county is requesting comment 
from the public regarding its applications, which will be 
presented during the hearing. The project will provide 
environmental education facilities, trails, interpretive 
signs, wildlife habitat, and other nature-oriented amenities.  
Because the park will be located in a wetland area, the 
project may have certain environmental impacts within and 
near the wetland.  During construction, all state and federal 
regulations regarding wetlands will be followed. At its 
completion, the park is expected to provide quality habitat 
for fish and wildlife, and provide educational, recreational, 
and economic benefits to residents and visitors of Cameron 
County. Anyone wishing to make comments outside of 
the public hearing will find park plans and other pertinent 
materials available for review at the Dancy Building, 2nd 
floor, 1100 E. Monroe, Brownsville, Texas, or at the Cameron 
County Parks Office located at 33174 State Park Road 100, 
South Padre Island, Texas.

When: Tuesday, September 18, 2018 at 8:45 a.m. at the 
regular meeting of the Cameron County Commissioners’ 
Court
Where: Dancy Building, 2nd floor, 1100 E. Monroe, 
Brownsville, Texas

Dated this 30th day of August, 2018.

Beach bathroom business brews again
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Special to the PRESS

The Rev. Dr. Clau-
dia Nalven has just been 
called to serve St. An-
drew’s by the Sea Epis-
copal Church located at 
1022 N. Yturria Street. 

She will begin with the 
8 a.m. and 10 a.m. wor-
ship services on Sunday, 
Sept. 30. The church will 
host a Welcome Luncheon 
that day, following the 10 
a.m. service. The church 
encourages the commu-
nity to attend.

Nalven received a mas-
ter’s of divinity from Trin-
ity School for Ministry, 
and completed her doc-
torate of ministry degree, 
also from Trinity, in May 
of this year. She is relo-
cating to Port Isabel from 
Geneva, Illinois, where 
she has been the Assis-
tant Rector at St. Mark’s 
for 11 years. She has two 

grown sons, a wonder-
ful daughter-in-law, and 
in her words, “The cutest 
grandson in the world.”

In December, she will 
be welcoming a second 
daughter-in–law to the 
family. She enjoys trav-
eling, reading, attending 
movies and the theater, 
riding her bike and most 
any sport that is water re-
lated. She has traveled to 
China, Singapore, Eng-
land, Italy and Africa, 
in addition to living and 
working in Hong Kong for 
six years.

St. Andrew’s has been 
a part of Port Isabel since 
1955, and looks forward 
to this next chapter in the 
life of the church and com-
munity. To keep abreast of 
upcoming events, check 
out the church website at 
www.standrewsportisabel.
com. 

Special to the PRESS

Sea Turtle, Inc. recently 
announced the upcom-
ing creation of a series of 
aquatic mural art for the 
new educational complex, 
which opened in February 
2018. These murals will 
be painted on the sea turtle 
tanks that house the facil-
ity’s resident turtles. The 
residents are non-releasable 
sea turtles serving as educa-
tional ambassadors for their 
species and have Sea Turtle, 
Inc.  as their ‘forever home.’

Local artist and business 
owner, Christina Salazar 
along with local artist San-
dra Urie and Reynaldo Al-
varado, Jr., were set to begin 

painting these masterpieces 
at the educational facility on 
Wednesday, Sept. 12. “The 
murals will bring our visi-
tors closer to the underwa-
ter environments in our area 
and enhance their educa-
tional experience,” said Jeff 
George, executive director 
of Sea Turtle Inc. All the 
turtles at Sea Turtle, Inc. 
have unique stories to tell, 
and the art commissioned 
for the turtles will be an-
other impactful educational 
tool.  

The public will be able 
to experience the murals 
coming to life when visit-
ing Sea Turtle, Inc. starting 
this week. The first tank 
to be painted will be the 

56,000-gallon aquarium, 
which will be completed in 
one week. This tank is home 
to Gerry, an Atlantic green 
sea turtle which has been 
recognized nationally when 
Sea Turtle, Inc. founder 
Ila Loetscher brought him 
along on her many televi-
sion appearances, includ-
ing The Late Show with 
David Letterman Show, and 
The Tonight Show Starring 
Johnny Carson. 

There are five resident 
tanks that will be painted 
in phases. Sponsorship op-
portunities are available for 
each mural art. For more 
information please contact 
Jeff George  by email, jeff.
george@seaturtleinc.org, or 
Sanjuana Zavala at sanjua-

na.zavala@seaturtleinc.org.  
Sea Turtle, Inc. was 

founded in 1977 by Ila Fox 
Loetscher, better known as 
the “Turtle Lady of South 
Padre Island.” In 1999, Sea 
Turtle, Inc. moved from 
Ila’s backyard into its cur-
rent location at 6617 Padre 
Blvd. Recently, the facility 
has undergone a $6 million 
expansion, which includes 
a new educational complex, 
outdoor amphitheater, and 
boardwalk with birdwatch-
ing blind. Sea Turtle, Inc. is 
open Tuesday through Sun-
day  from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.; 
ticket sales end at 3:15 p.m. 
Visit the facility’s website 
for presentation and feeding 
times at www.seaturtleinc.
org.

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC SALE

Friday 09/14/2018 at 8 am. Sale 
of abandon Vehicles. Cantu’s 
Auto Repair & Wrecker Service, 
206 Jackson  Ave., Port Isabel, TX 
78578.

Perry Dyson Inhofe, 
Jr., passed from this 
life August 10, 2018,  
surrounded by family in 
Glenwood Springs, CO.

Perry “Bud” was born 
September 10, 1933 in 
Des Moines, IA, to Perry 
and Blanche Mountain 
Inhofe. Bud moved 
with his family to Tulsa,  
Oklahoma at the age of 

10, where he lived until 1990. 
Bud attended Oklahoma  Military Academy, 

in Claremore, Oklahoma where he made lifetime 
friendships with his fellow “rabbits”. He was an 
active alumni, and hosted many reunions including 
one in 2017, on  South Padre Island. Bud graduated 
from the University of Tulsa with a law degree in 
1958. 

Bud’s career in the Insurance Business spanned 
38 years from 1952 till his retirement as President 
and CEO of Mid-Continent Casualty Company 
in 1990. Bud served as the Chair of the National 
Association of Independent Insurers. Served on 
the Board of The Fourth National Bank of Tulsa, 
and Scott and White Clinic in Temple, Texas. 
Bud also sat on the board of American Cellular 
Telephone Company and Taft  Broadcasting. Bud 
was a former Deacon of the First Christian Church 
of  Tulsa, also, Past President of Chapel by the Sea, 
serving on the Board of the Chapel by the Sea in 
South Padre Island, Texas until his death. 

Bud met the love of his life on the first day of 
Junior High School. He married Margaret Giddens 
on March 28th, 1952 when they secretly eloped to 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas. They were 18 years old 
and both  families told them “it would never last”. 
They lived a true love story  and were married 66 
years. Bud was a Private Pilot and he and Margaret 
loved hopping around Mexico chasing good 
beaches and warm weather. 

Bud is survived by his wife, Margaret and their 
two daughters, Melinda  Smith (Tom) of O’Fallon, 
Missouri and Marilyn Davis (Steve) of Glenwood 
Springs, Colorado. They have six grandchildren, 
Perry Davis, (Bethany), Ryan Davis, (Tara) Michael 
Dyson Davis, (Katy), Nicholas  Watson, Maggie 
Inhofe and Emily Diebold. Bud and Margaret have 
10 great-grandchildren. 

Bud was proceeded in death by his sister, Joan 
Johnson and a nephew, Dr. Perry D. Inhofe II. 

Inhofe is also survived by his sister Marilyn 
Inhofe Davis and brother Jim Inhofe. 

Services will be held in South Padre Island, 
Texas

Perry Dyson Inhofe

Local artists to adorn turtle 
tanks with murals

 Sea Turtle Inc. | Courtesy photo

St. Andrew’s 
welcomes new pastor

Gulf Boulevard speed limit to be reduced
By KEVIN RICH
Special to the PRESS

Reducing the speed limit 
on Gulf Boulevard, con-
sideration of a marketing 
agreement, and approval of 
the City budget highlight-
ed the Wednesday, Sept. 
5 meeting of the SPI City 
Council.

Council member The-
resa Metty brought forward 
a proposed ordinance to 
lower the speed limit on 
Gulf Boulevard to 25 mph. 
Metty explained that her 
input on this issue comes 
from both personal obser-
vation as well as that of 
fellow citizens regarding 
safety concerns.  “We’ve 
made a tremendous invest-
ment to make wonderful 
improvements to Gulf Bou-
levard, including almost all 
of the parking for the beach 
is now west of Gulf Bou-
levard, and what I’ve wit-
nessed, you know, we’ve 
got these great crosswalks 
and it would be nice if ev-
erybody used them but they 
don’t,” she reported.

Assistant City Manager 
Darla Jones explained that 
in order to set a limit under 
30 miles per hour, Council 
would need to determine 
that 30 is an unreasonable 
and unsafe speed limit in 
that area. She added that 
reducing it to 20 miles per 
hour would require the 
completion of a traffic engi-

neering study.
Kimberly Dollar spoke 

as a member of the public 
in support of the proposed 
ordinance. “I do hear about 
this a lot, and you’re right, 
most people say 20, and I 
just want to say Gulf Bou-
levard definitely, but I also 
hear about it on Laguna,” 
Dollar said. 

“We are a pedestrian 
friendly Island so I have 
never heard anybody say 
the speed limit is too slow,” 
she said.

Two additional citizens 
came forward to speak and 
echoed Dollar’s support of 
lowering the limit.

Council ultimately con-
curred with Metty and the 
citizens that spoke, unani-
mously approving the first 
reading of Ordinance 18-
23, lowering the speed limit 
on Gulf Boulevard to 25 
mph.

Consideration of The At-
kins Group services agree-
ment with the City was next 
on the agenda. Convention 
and Visitors Bureau (CVB) 
Director Keith Arnold pro-
vided background informa-
tion on this item. Arnold 
reported that the Conven-
tion and Visitors Advisory 
Board (CVA) voted to rec-
ommend the renewal of 
the agreement in their last 
meeting.

“We are much clearer 
than we’ve ever been as an 
organization about our ex-

pectations of the Agency, 
and I can tell you right now, 
they’re much clearer about 
understanding living up to 
those,” Arnold said.

Council member Ken 
Medders questioned Arnold 
as to whether the agency 
was targeting more adver-
tising to people within driv-
ing distance of the Island. 
Arnold responded that they 
plan to increase advertising 
expenditures aimed at the 
Rio Grande Valley — from 
$74,000 to $247,000. “We 
have enhanced our basic 
budget for it and certainly 
are attuned to working with 
City Council as we see 
other opportunities,” added 
Arnold.

Medders and Council 
member Ron Pitcock both 
raised concerns about not 
seeing evidence of the ad-
vertising to those markets 
within driving distance. 
“I don’t think they’re do-
ing the job we’re paying 
them to do,” Pitcock said. 
“I don’t think they’ve done 
it in the past, and to say 
they’re going to do it in 
the future is just rewarding 
them again for bad behavior 
in the past.”

City Manager Susan 
Guthrie responded that City 
staff did undertake a year-
long process of analyzing 
the effectiveness of their 
marketing efforts and their 
ability to work with The At-
kins Group. “I want every-
one to be aware of what a 
deep dive we did with this,” 
Guthrie said. “We made a 
very strategic decision with 
all of the information we 
had to come forward and 
continue with this agency.”                      

Ultimately, Council voted 
4-2 in favor of renewing the 
agreement with The Atkins 
Group, with Pitcock and 
Medders casting the two 
votes against.

Council moved into 
closed session to consider 
approval of a $60,000 con-
tract with Kool River Me-
dia and Entertainment for 
an event to be held in No-
vember. Upon return from 
closed session, Council vot-
ed to approve the contract.

In the first of three finan-
cial related items brought 
forth by SPI Chief Financial 
Officer Rodrigo Gimenez, 
Council voted unanimously 
to approve the first reading 
of Ordinance 18-20, regard-
ing the proposed 2018-2019 
budget. Also unanimously 
approved was the first read-
ing of Ordinance 18-21, 
which sets the ad valorem 
and personal tax rate at 
0.315640 for tax year 2018, 
which is effectively a 1.2 
percent increase in the tax 
rate. Council also approved 
Ordinance 18-22 regarding 
amendments to Chapter 2 
of the Code of Ordinances 
pertaining to fees charged 
for City services.	

In other action, City 
Manager Susan Guthrie 
recognized 11 members of 
the City Staff for their par-
ticipation in the Lean-Six 
Sigma training. The staff 
members will be trained 
in the DMAIC process of 
analysis and will each have 
to complete a project fo-
cused on organizational im-
provement.

SPI Fire Chief Doug 
Fowler also recognized 
Harlingen Fire Fighter 
Steve Millon for his life 
saving action involving a 
choking victim at an Island 
restaurant. Millon was off 
duty when he witnessed the 
situation and stepped in to 
save the person’s life.

In other action, Council 
voted to approve a contract 
with Focused Advocacy to 
provide regulatory consult-
ing services for the Island.



By KELLEY SHANNON
Executive Director

Freedom of Information 

Foundation of Texas

It’s quite simple, really.

We Texans have a right 

to know how our taxpayer 

dollars are spent.

It’s our money. We, the 

people, choose our gov-

ernment. Our elected pub-

lic officials represent us. 
They manage and spend 

our tax money. Butwe, 

the people, get to decide 

whether they are doing it 

well.

To do that, we 

need light shin-

ing on the work-

ings of our gov-

ernment. But that 

essential element 

of our democra-

cy is in jeopardy 

in Texas.

Taxpayers are 

being denied in-

formation about 

government con-

tracts with pri-

vate companies and about 

tax dollars flowing into 
large non-profit organiza-

tions.

Why? Two 

Texas Supreme 

Court rulings in 

2015 weakened 

the Texas Pub-

lic Information 

Act and allowed 

this blocking of 

information. It’s 

conceivable that 

the court’s jus-

tices did not en-

vision how wide 

the swath of se-

crecy would grow in the 

wake of their decisions.

Now, in response, more 

than a dozen diverse or-

ganizations have come
together to form the non-

partisan Texas Sunshine

Coalition to ensure our

government doesn’t oper-

ate in the dark.

“The Texas Sunshine

Coalition is dedicated to

restoring the Texas Public

Information Act to serve

its intended purpose,” the

coalition explains on its

website at www.txsun-

shine.org. The Freedom

of Information Founda-

tion of Texas is a coalition

member.

Here today, 

gone tomorrow. 

It’s a cliché. And, 

like most clichés, 

the popularity of 

its usage comes 

from its truth.

Such is the 

case with some 

ephemeral mar-

vels I’ve wit-

nessed during my 

daily travels this 

week. Perhaps 

you noticed them, too?

It began Monday, on my 

first drive to work for the 
week.

The rains have brought 

good news and bad for 

many across our region. 

For our neighbors to the 

west — those in Hidalgo 

County towns like Wesla-

co, Mission and Edinburg, 

the perpetual inundation 

has been an unwelcome 

guest upon soils still strug-

gling to recover from the 

freak downpours earlier 

this summer.

But, as was the case with 

those summer rains, the 

Laguna Madre region fared 

more favorably. Here, the 

rains have been gentle. 

They’ve caressed the land 

just enough to green grass-

es parched by heat, and 

invigorate potted plants 

slumped from drought-in-

duced water restrictions.

This time around, we’ve 

gotten good batches of rain 

every single day — mostly 

while we sleep. And it’s 

been that gentle, yet per-

sistent, patter of precipita-

tion that has coaxed forth 

dozens of tiny miracles. 
All along roadsides 

and verdant patches of 

grass throughout the La-

guna Madre, one can see 

pale white specks among 

the green. Slender stalks 

capped by six dove-white 

petals fanning out towards 

slate grey skies still heavy 

with the promise of water. 

They’re rain lilies. How-

ever, some may know them 

by more wondrous names, 

like fairy lily or magic lily. 

And indeed, they do in-

voke a sense of the fantas-

tic and the mystical. One 

could be forgiv-

en for imagining 

that tiny Tinker-

bell-sized fairies 
fly among the 
funnel-shaped 

blooms, such is 

the whimsy they 

inspire.

Rain lilies can 

bloom in a vari-

ety of colors, in-

cluding pink and 

yellow; howev-

er, here in the Rio Grande 

Valley, I’ve only ever seen 

them come in white. Bright 

yellow stamens stand in 

warm contrast at the flow-

er’s center. 

It takes a good rain to 

bring them out of hiding. 

After a couple of days of 

the wet stuff, if the tem-

peratures stay reasonable 

enough, and the ground 

pliant enough, you’ll wake 

up one morning to find that 
Tinkerbell and her friends 

have left a collection of 

them on your lawn.

They grow singly. One 

flower per stem that rises 
above the rain-replenished 

grass. And they only last a 

day or two. That’s it. 

They can hide for years 

in the soil. You’d never 

even know they were there, 

waiting for a chance to 

bloom. Then one day, doz-

ens and dozens of white 
blossoms bring their light 

to the greyness of a dreary 

day, a shadowy grey week.

And just as quickly and 

quietly as they came, they 

disappear again. Just about 

the time that the rain dew 

dries from the blades of 

grass and the earth be-

comes firm enough to walk 
on without your feet sink-

ing into the loam, they’re 

gone again. Until the next 

big rain. 

Maybe. If you’re lucky, 

and the lilies are feeling up 

to it.

So, while the wet weath-

er is still with us — and 

boy, is it going to stick 

around for a couple of 

days — take a moment to 

look at the patches of grass 

nearest you. You just might 

see some floral fairies of 
your own. 

Beauty in Transcience

Dina Arevalo
Editor

Editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com
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Show us the money, let us see 
how tax dollars are spent

Kelley Shannon

Executive Director
Freedom of Information

Foundation of Texas

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Editor,
In November, voters 

are going to be asked to 
vote for a proposed bond 
issue. This bond issue is 
supposed to help pay for 
streets and other worth-
while services for Port 
Isabel.

Unfortunately, the City 
of Port Isabel has recently 
decided to file a multi-de-
fendant lawsuit with no 
guarantee of a favorable 
outcome for the City. If 
the City does not prevail 
in this lawsuit our taxes 
will be used to pay the le-
gal fees for all those law-
suits. The Commissioners 
must be held accountable 

for their decision to move 
forward on this issue of 
lawsuits. The most recent 
lawsuit concerning a pre-
vious City Manager and 
others is based on a “fo-
rensic” audit which was 
comprised completely 
on information obtained 
from the City. Forensic 
auditor conceded that he 
nor his staff tried to seek 
outside information that 
could have and would 
have clarified the missing 
funds in his audit. Cur-
rent City Manager stated, 
at the forensic audit pre-
sentation, that he believed 
those missing funds were 
probably at City Hall, re-

ferring to the Revolving 
Loan program. Perhaps 
the rest of their “proof” is 
less problematic.

Perhaps the City is more 
optimistic than I am, but I 
remember that this City 
Attorney was unsuccess-
ful in a simple in-house 
suit brought against the 
City by the City Secretary. 
Mediation was suggested 
by the attorney for the 
City Secretary in an ef-
fort to save attorney fees. 
The city refused to medi-
ate and the simple issue at 
hand, which should never 
have happened in the first 
place, resulted in a settle-
ment that was favorable to 

the City Secretary. 
Regardless, the taxpay-

ers are on the hook for the
bond, “IF” it passes, AND
for all those legal fees
unless this City Attorney
actually wins this lawsuit
and the many others that
are still in the works.

Litigation is risky busi-
ness and should not be the
“go to” solution for any 
government. If the City
insists on governing by
litigation then they have
no right to seek a bond to
help offset habitual deci-
sions to sue.

Respectfully, 
Glenda Stafford
Resident, Voter

By DR. MARSHA 
SARGEANT

Special to the PRESS

The rate of suicide 

among veterans is higher 

than that in the general 

population.

The VA’s 2012 Suicide 

Data Report indicated that 

in 2012, 38,000 of some of 

the most morally resolute 

and brave women and men 

perceived suicide as a so-

lution to the pain 

they felt. Individ-

uals do not “com-

mit” suicide. Un-

treated mental 

health problems 

are the culprit — 

the main cause of 

suicide.

Based on the 

2012 report in-

dicating that 16 

of the estimated 

22 Veterans who 

died by suicide 

were not VA-

enrolled. While 

Veterans Admin-

istration services 

are the focus of 

much criticism 

in the public eye, 

the solution does 

not appear to lie 

solely in focus-

ing on the VA’s 

shor tcomings . 

We must divert 

energy toward other solu-

tions.  From the 2012 find-

ings, it can be estimated

that 72 percent of Veterans

who die by suicide are ei-

ther seeking care in OUR 

community or not at all.

This is a call to action

to OUR  community. We 

need  to  shift the  para-

digm of  how  we address

mental health problems in

veterans. The community

NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION WEEK
Learning to talk about mental health is the 

first step in helping veterans

Dr. Marsha Sargent

Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist

See SUICIDE, Page 11
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Local Churches
ZIMCO

MARINE INC.
943-2672

400 Washington
PI, TX 78578

6
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(713-974-4292

3400 Padre Blvd.
956-761-9585

1-800-950-1331
395 S. Sam Houston, San Benito

956-399-1331

Thomae-Garza

Albert Vega   Karla Oliv

Funeral Directors

COMPLIMENTS OF

ISLAND
SERVICES
761-2649

This church feature is provided through the support of these civic minded businesses

Area Church Schedules

They replied, “Believe in the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved — you

                and your household.”
Acts 16:31

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATER SAINTS

Las Palmas Shopping Center
(Room X) P.I.

943-6947
9 a.m. - Sunday Service

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
BILINGUAL / MUTICULTURAL

Shell Harbor Shopping Center
Hwy. 100, Port Isabel
943-2484 • 943-2955

233-4833
Pastor Jorge L. Moreno
SUNDAY/DOMINGO

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - Service

6:00 p.m. - Sunday Evening
WEDNESDAY/MIERCOLES

6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
FRIDAY/VIERNES

6:00 p.m. - Fellowship
(during winter months)

CHAPEL BY THE SEA
(956) 761-5636

33425 State Park Road 100,
South Padre Island, Texas 78597
www.ChapelByTheSeaSPI.com

TIME OF SERVICE
December -  8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Sunday
January-February
Saturday at 4 p.m.

Sunday at 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Multi-Denominational
Sam Steele, Chaplain

Come as you are - coffee served.

CHRIST’S HARBOR CHURCH
1441 Santa Isabel Blvd., Laguna Vista

943-5595
www.ChristHarborChurch.com

Pastor Gary Stone
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Church Service

Christ’s Harbor Daycare & Learning Center
Monday through Friday

956-943-6086

LIGHTHOUSE ASSEMBLY
OF GOD CHURCH

Corner Port Road and Hwy. 100
943-5372

Pastor Steven D. Hyde
SUNDAY

Worship Service - 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Children, Youth & Adult
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Family Night - 7:00 p.m.

All services translated in Spanish
Nursery Provided

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Longoria and Washington Streets,

118 E. Washington St.
956-292-5129

Pastor: Steve Martinez
SUNDAY

9:30 a.m. - Spanish Service
10:45 a.m. - English Service

WEDNESDAY
6:30 p.m. Mid Week Service

Nursery Provided

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
OF LOS FRESNOS
299 W. Ocean Blvd.

Los Fresnos, TX
956-233-8283
www.alclf.org

Pastor Chris Edge
SUNDAY
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night
(Mpact Girls, Royal Rangers,
Youth & Adult Bible Study)

7:00 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
101 W. Adams St., P.O. Box 1085

Port Isabel, TX 78578
956-943-2485

Pastor Jenna Purdy
Please Call the Church Office

For Worship Times & Schedule

FISHERS OF MEN LUTHERAN CHURCH
603 S. Tarnava Street, Port Isabel

Sunday Worship - 8:30 a.m.
Communion Services 1st & 3rd Sunday

3rd Thursday of each month - LWML 10:00 
a.m.

Friday Bible Study - 2:00 p.m.
Sunday - Children’s Church 3:00 p.m.

Sunday - Worship Service w/Communion 
(bilingual) - 4:30 p.m.

ISLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
107 W. Mesquite, South Padre Island

(South of the Water Tower)
761-5029

Bill Waddell, Pastor
Greg Judd, Pastor of Worship

SUNDAY
8:15 a.m. - Traditional Service

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School (All Ages)
10:45 a.m. - Contemporary Services

TUESDAY
6:30-8:00 p.m. - (7th-8th Grade Ministry)

WEDNESDAY
5:00-6:30 p.m. - (Elevate Children Ministry)

6:30 - (High School Youth Ministry)
THURSDAY

5:00 - 6:30 p.m. - (6th Grade Ministry)

VALLEY INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
CENTER

2007 E. Expressway 83, San Benito
956-399-5590

Pastor: Jaime & Rosemary Loya
Sunday Worship Service

9 a.m. -  Spanish
11 a.m. - English
1 p.m. -  English
6 p.m. - Bi-lingel

Website: www.viccchurch.com

ST. THERESA CATHOLIC CHURCH

300 Combes St., San Benito, TX 78586
Tel: 956-399-3247

Pastor: Fr. Sam Arizpe
Saturdays - 4:30 p.m. Mass

Sundays - 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.

REVIVAL CHURCH MINISTRIES
INTERDENOMINATIONAL MADISON 

GROVE CLUBHOUSE
in Bayview, TX

10:30 a.m. - Sundays
Childcare Provided

Call Pastor Mario Perzan
956-832-9945

or visit website:
www.revivalchurchministries.com

OUR LADY STAR OF THE
SEA CHURCH

705 S. Longoria, Port Isabel
Confessions

Monday-Thursday - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday - 4:00 p.m.
Schedule of Masses

Saturday - 5:00 p.m. - (English)
Sunday - 8:00 a.m. (Spanish)

10:00 a.m. - (English)
12:00 Noon - (English)

Laguna Heights
Saturday - 7:00 a.m. - (Spanish)

Weekday Masses
Mon. & Wed. - 6:00 p.m. (Spanish)
Tues. & Thurs. - 6:00 p.m. (English)

Friday - 7:30 a.m. (English)

JEWISH CENTER OF S. TEXAS
3670 Boca Chica Blvd., Brownsville

550-9448

CHURCH OF CHRIST
310 Tarnava & Washington Street

Port Isabel
956-943-1844

Tum Crum, Minister
SUNDAY

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. -  Worship Serive
6:00 p.m. - Evening Service

WEDNESDAY
7:00 p.m. - Night Service

ST. ANDREW’S BY THE SEA
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1022 North Yturria at North Shore Dr.
Port Isabel,TX 78578

956-943-1962
standrewsportisabel.org

SUNDAY
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist

9:00 a.m. -  Sunday School

MARANATHA WORSHIP CENTER
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

401 E. Madison, Port Isabel
956-943-4878

Pastor Sonia y Manuel Gonzalez
Sunday Maranatha Kids (English) - 10 a.m. - 12 pm

Domingo Escuela Dominical (Estudio) - 5 p.m.-6 p.m.
Domingo Servicio de Adoracion - 6 p.m.

Martes De Intercecion Familiar - 7-8:30 p.m.
Miercoles Servicio Familiar - 7 p.m.

CORNERSTONE CHURCH BY THE BAY
2nd Madison Grove on Ted Hunt Road

Bayview, Texas
956-434-1425

Sunday School, Nursery & Fellowship

How Do You Keep Going When 
Things Get Tough?

“By trying we can easily learn to 
endure adversity -- another man’s, 
I mean,” wrote Mark Twain.

If you’re reduced to human re-
sources, there’s wisdom as well as 
wit in Twain’s quip. Severe per-
sonal adversity has a way of undo-
ing us. The self-assured masks we 
love to wear become difficult to 
maintain.

Taylor, age 10, knows what it’s 
like to be embarrassed: “Once I re-
member I was not doing good in my baseball 
game. I really wasn’t batting or fielding well, 
so I asked God to help me be better next time I 
go to bat or go to field. I keep going because I 
go to the Lord in prayer.”

At times, everyone drops the ball and strikes 
out. The difference is where you go when 
you’re down and out.

“One time I thought nobody loved me,” 

says Anna, 7. “My mom said that 
she loves me, but sometimes things 
don’t go your own way. She also 
said that if I trust in God, he will 
lead me to the right path. After that, 
I trusted in God. Guess what, my 
mom was right.”

God created us with a deep desire 
to be loved. If you have loving par-
ents, you’re blessed. But even the 
best parents can’t fill all the capac-
ity you have for love. Neither can 
your spouse.

If you feel unloved, you’ll create 
your own adversity. No one can car-

ry the overbearing weight of feeling unloved. 
Adversity merely brings it to light. Until you’re 
in a relationship with the most passionate lover 
of all, Jesus Christ, you’ll try to fill the void of 
feeling unloved with all kinds of things and 
people.

“I keep on going when life gets tough by 
knowing that there is more to life than just that 
one moment,” says Robbie, 11.

“Do not lose heart,” the Apostle Paul wrote. 
“For our light affliction, which is but for a mo-
ment, is working for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, while we do not 
look at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen” (II Corinthians 
4:16a-18a).

If there were a Suffering Hall of Fame, the 
Apostle Paul would be inducted unanimously 
on the first ballot. Maligned, misunderstood, 
shipwrecked, beaten, stoned, jailed, ill, be-
trayed and eventually beheaded, Paul unques-
tionably was afflicted.

Paul looked beyond immediate hardship. 
He saw God using hard times to create in him 
something glorious. He traded the weight of 
feeling unloved by those who persecuted him 
for what he called “an eternal weight of glory.”

“When things get tough, you have to realize 
that God planned it, and it will turn out for the 
best,” says Caroline, 11.

This is not a fatalist view toward adversity. 
Rather, it’s seeing God at work even where 
opposition abounds. God is mysteriously at 

work in adversity, but it takes eyes of faith to 
see him.

Another Caroline, 9, tells us how to focus
when looking through our eternal-weight-of-
glory glasses: “When things start going bad for 
me, I believe in God, and then I say a prayer. 
Then I feel a whole lot better. Sometimes I just 
go up in my room and get my Bible and start
reading.”

Think about this: Jesus persevered for us in 
his suffering on the cross.

Memorize this truth: “For consider Him who
endured such hostility from sinners against
Himself, lest you become weary and discour-
aged in your souls” (Hebrews 12:3).

Ask this question: Can you see God’s pur-
pose in enduring a difficult person or circum-
stance?

“Kids Talk About God” is written and dis-
tributed by Carey Kinsolving. To access free, 
online “Kids Color Me Bible” books, “Mission 
Explorers” videos, a new children’s musical,
and all columns in a Bible Lesson Archive,
visit www.KidsTalkAboutGod.org. 

How Do You Keep Going When Things Get Tough?

Carey Kinsolving
Kidstalkaboutgod.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

122 E. Queen Isabella Blvd. Ste. A,
Port Isabel, Texas

956-225-5404
DOMMELAW@GMAIL.COM
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Date: Sundays

Time: 9 a.m.

Event: Guided Bird Walks 

with Alicia

Where: SPI Birding & 

Nature Center, 6801 Padre 

Blvd., SPI

More Info: (956)761-6801

Date:  Sundays

Time:  11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Event:  SPI Farmers’ 

Market

Where: The Shores, 8605 

Padre Blvd., SPI

Date: Sundays

Time: 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Event: Good Karma Song 

Circle

Where: Café Karma, 5200 

Padre Blvd., SPI

More Info: Join in or just 

listen

Date: Thursdays and Sat-

urdays

Time: 9 a.m.

Event: Guided Bird Walks 

with Javi

Where: SPI Birding & 

Nature Center, 6801 Padre 

Blvd., SPI

More Info: (956)761-6801

Date: Thursdays, beginning 

Sept. 13

Time: 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. or 6 

p.m. – 8 p.m.

Event: English Classes

Where: St. Andrew’s 

Church Parish Hall, 1022 

Yturria St., Port Isabel

More Info: (956)536-1544 

(English), (956)433-1969

Cost: $10 registration, $24 

books

Date: Thursdays

Time: 2 p.m. – 3 p.m.

Event: Bingo

Where: Dairy Queen, 302 

State Hwy. 100, Port Isabel

More Info: (956)943-2101, 

port10@thedqteam.com

Cost: $1.50

Date: Thursdays

Time: 6 p.m.

Event: Overeaters Anony-

mous

Where: 105 E. Amberjack 

St., South Padre Island

Cost: Free

Date: Fridays

Time: 9 a.m.

Event: Guided Bird Walks 

with Bill

Where: SPI Birding & 

Nature Center, 6801 Padre 

Blvd., SPI

More Info: (956)761-6801

Date: Fridays & Saturdays

Time: 6 p.m.

Event: American Legion 

Fish Fry (Fri.) and Steak 

Night (Sat.)

Where: American Legion, 

819 S. Garcia St., Port 

Isabel

Cost: Fish - $6, Steak 

- $12.50 (pre-sale tickets 

available)

Date: Fridays (thru Nov. 30, 

2018)

Time: 9:30 p.m.

Event: Booze & Brains 

Trivia Nights

Where: Causeway Café & 

Bar, 418 E. Queen Isabella 

Blvd., Port Isabel

More Info: (956)433-5004

Date: Saturdays thru Sept. 

29

Time: 8 a.m. – 11 a.m.

Event: Saturday Recycling

Where: 4501 Padre Blvd., 

South Padre Island

Date: Friday, Sept. 14, 2018

Time: 8 a.m. -  5 p.m.

Event: 2nd Annual Jaime J. 

Zapata Fishing Tournament

Where: Jim’s Pier, 211 W. 

Swordfish St., SPI
More Info: (956)561-1052, 

fish@alpha5195.com

Date: Saturday, Sept. 15, 

2018

Time: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Event: Adopt-A-Beach Fall 

Beach Cleanup

Where: Various, South Pa-

dre Island and Boca Chica 

Beach

More Info: TexasAdoptA-

Beach.org

Date: Saturday, Sept. 15, 

2018

Time: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Event: Zombie Charge 

- Obstacle Course 5K

Where: TBA, South Padre 

Island

More Info: zombiecharge.

com
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By LARRY GAGE
Special to the PRESS

The Port Isabel Lady 
Tarpons volleyball team 
took the long road trip to 
Rio Grande City Tuesday 
night and returned home 
with a win against the 
RGC-Grulla Lady Gators 
that went to five sets.  

Port Isabel won by the 
scores of 25-16, 18-25, 
15-25, 25-23, 15-11.

The Lady Tarpons 
trailed two sets to one 
and had to win the fourth 
game to force a deciding 
fifth game. 

“We came out and were 
really strong in our first 
game,” volleyball Head 
Coach Julie Breedlove 
told the PRESS Wednes-
day.  “We let a service 
mistake get us in the sec-
ond game, starting out the 
game, and we didn’t do so 
well after that,” she said.

“So we had to use the 
next two games to get 
back into the groove of 
things, and then we were 
able to close out the fourth 
set … and win the fifth.” 

The Lady Tarpons im-
prove to 2-1 in district 

Ladies take down Grulla

September 15 – Hidalgo – Home – 1 p.m. 
September 18 – Rio Hondo – Away – 6:30 
p.m. 
September 22 – Zapata – Home 1 p.m. 
September 25 – Progreso – Away – 7 p.m.
September 29 – Raymondville – Away – 2 
p.m. 
October 2 – La Feria – Home – 6:30 p.m.
October 5 – RGC-Grulla – Home – 5 p.m. 
October 9 – Hidalgo – Away – 6:30 p.m. 
October 12 – Rio Hondo – Home – 6:30 
p.m.
October 16 – Zapata – Away – 7 p.m. 
October 20 – BYE 
October 22 – Progreso – Home – 6:30 p.m.

Lady Tarpon
Volleyball Schedule

play.  Last Saturday they 
lost at La Feria in straight 
sets, 17-25, 9-25, 15-25.  

Against Grulla, Madi-
son Ramos led the Lady 
Tarpons with six kills and 
had three total blocks.  
Gabby Torres served up 
eight aces and had one 

kill and one dig.  Estrella 
Vasquez had seven digs 
and an ace.  Marlisa Mar-
tinez collected seven as-
sists and two digs.  

There’s always room 
for improvement and 
Coach Breedlove talked 
about the aspects of her 

team’s play that need to 
be worked on.  

“We struggled on our 
hitting last night.  We 
didn’t put a lot of kills 
down, but I liked the in-
tensity they had in that 
first set.  In the second and 
third sets we were just try-

ing to hang on,” she said.
“We’ve got to work on 

that mental part of the 
game, and not letting those 
little mistakes or little set-
backs get us.”

The district schedule 
continues this Saturday 
when P.I. will welcome 

Hidalgo to Tarpon Gym 
for the young season’s 
fourth district match.  The 
Lady Tarpons will take on 
Rio Hondo on the road 
next Tuesday, Sept. 18, 
and will return home to 
face Zapata on Saturday, 
Sept. 22.

By LARRY GAGE
Special to the PRESS 

The difference between a 
football team and a march-
ing band is that, while your 
local high school team 
tries to play something 
like a complete game each 
Friday night, the same 
school’s marching band 
may not have even half of 
a complete show on the 
field for the early season 
halftime performances.  

Such is the case for the 
Port Isabel High Silver 
Tarpon Marching Band.  
The show the band is work-
ing to perfect is written in 

three parts.  For the first 
football game — a home 
contest on Aug. 31, only 
the first part was ready to 
put on the field.  

For the second game 
last week, at Valley View, 
the attempt was made to 
perform Parts I and II and 
— according to Head Band 
Director Scott Hartsfield 
— it did not go well.  

“We’ve been working a 
lot on Part II throughout 
the entire week, and so Part 
I wasn’t under their fingers 
as well because we hadn’t 
been repping (practicing) 
it a lot.  So it wasn’t settled 
Friday night,” Hartsfield 

said.
Rainy weather has cut 

into outside practice time 
and, as the rain continues 
this week, how much of 
the show will be on the 
field for this Friday’s home 
game against Hidalgo de-
pends on the weather.

“We’re fighting the 
weather here lately, so 
we’re trying to find ways 
to get everything done and 
maximize our time.  We’re 
hoping that, pending 
weather, that we’ll have 
Part I and Part II (ready to 
perform),” Hartsfield said.  

“If the weather is bad 
and the field is moist and 

we can still get out there, 
we’ll probably do Part I 
but we probably won’t do 
Part II.  We just have to see 
what the weather does.” 

Hartsfield talked about 
the difficulty of maintain-
ing good etiquette during 
practices.  

The band, or part of it, 
may be inside in one of the 
band halls, working on a 
particular part of the music 
for the show.  The director 
signals for all instrumen-
talists to stop playing. “The 
second we stop everybody 
should get to stand-by and 
keep quiet. We shouldn’t 
have to tell you.  So we’re 

trying to put it back on the 
section leaders and say, 
‘Why isn’t it done – that’s 
your section.”

On the whole Hartsfield 
is rather pleased with how 
well the band is coming 
along this marching sea-
son, especially considering 
how young it is. 

“We’ve made lots of 
progress, musically and 
drill-wise, in the past two 
days, just be-cause the 
kids are starting to under-
stand that things have to be 
different.  This is a really 
good band with great po-
tential.”

Contest season starts 

next month and the Silver 
Tarpon band will be trying 
to make its tenth straight 
appearance in the state 
marching contest. 

“They’re good kids,” 
Hartsfield said.  “And we 
tell them if you do what 
you’ve always done you’re 
going to get what you’ve 
always got.  If we contin-
ue to rehearse with some 
kids talking sometimes, 
then we might get to state 
again, but we’re not going 
to be in the state finals and 
we’re not going to be in the 
top 3 (bands).  So we have 
to decide to change our re-
hearsal etiquette,” he said.

Silver Tarpon Band preps for contest

By LARRY GAGE
Special to the PRESS

The Port Isabel Tar-
pons fell to the Tigers of 
Valley View on the road 
last Friday night, 34-7, 
and Tarpon turnovers 
played a big part in the 
final outcome.  

Port Isabel turned the 
ball over five times — 
two on fumbles and three 
interceptions.  Valley 
View had two turnovers, 
both on fumbles, on the 
night.  

“After we went up 
7-3 we had (five) turn-
overs and that cost us the 
game,” first-year Head 
Coach Jason Strunk told 
the PRESS this week.  
“That was the story of 
the game the other night.  
Two weeks in a row we 
beat ourselves, so (we 
have) lots to work on, 
lots to get better at,” he 
said.

Valley View scored 
first on a Jorge Amaya 
field goal to lead 3-0 in 
the first quarter.  Port 

Isabel went ahead 7-3 on 
quarterback Cesar Agu-
ilera’s 11-yard run in the 
second quarter.  The Ti-
gers went ahead for good 
on a six-yard TD pass 
from Simon Hernandez 
to Juan Cantu to go up 
10-7.  A 40-yard field 
goal by Jorge Amaya and 
a seven-yard scoring run 
by Brandon Gonzalez 
gave the host team a 20-7 
halftime lead.  

“We threw an intercep-
tion at our own 20, right 
before halftime, a ball 
we should have thrown 
away,” Coach Strunk 
said.  “Cesar just tried 
to make something hap-
pen and forced it — they 
intercepted.  So it went 
from 10-7to 20-7 in a 
matter of about a minute 
and a half.  Theoretical-
ly, we could have been 
up 14-10 if it wasn’t for 
turnovers.” 

If the Tarpon offense 
was not quite all there 
in this game the defense 
again did its part.  

“The defense, the past 

Tigers tame Tarpons

PIISD | Courtesy photo

two weeks, has done a 
good job – kept us in the 
game,” Strunk told the 
PRESS.  “They’re doing 
good things.  Thirty-four 
points the other night 
isn’t indicative.  The sil-
ver lining in all this is 
that we were right there.  
We were close.  The de-
fense has been doing a 
good job,” Strunk said.

Valley View improved 
to 2-0 on the season with 
last week’s win.  Port 
Isabel falls to 0-2.  The 
Tigers also started last 
season 2-0 but won only 
once more the rest of the 
season.  

The Tarpons totaled 
234 yards of offense for 
the game.  Valley View 
had 328 yards of total 

offense, including 173 
yards passing by Simon 
Fernandez, who finished 
the game with 15 com-
pletions on 22 attempts, 
with no interceptions.  

Junior Tarpon running 
back Brayan Medina led 
all rushers with 118 yards 
gained on the ground on 
30 attempts.  

Coach Strunk empha-

sized how pleased he is 
with the performance of 
the Tarpon defense these 
first two games.

“The defense was much 
improved — they’ll con-
tinue to get better as we 
go.  The defense has been 
right where they need to 
be the past two weeks,” 
he said.
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Offensive Line
Jose Gonzales
Quarterbacks
Kyle DeMoss

Tight Ends/Full Backs
Johnathan Bodden

Wide Receivers
Special Teams
Tony Dickey

Inside Linebackers
Pedro Soria

Outside Linebackers
Albert Barberena III

Corner Backs
Gilbert Rodriguez

Defenise Line
Jack Garcia

Jr. High Offense
Johnny Nieto
Jr. High Offese

Guadalupe Zacarias
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Manny Patlan
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Jr. High Coordinator

Ramon Garcia
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Tarya Mitchell
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Josh Kirton - Offensive Coordinator/Running Backs

Gualberto Gonzalez, Jr. - Defensive Coordinator/Safeties

2018 TARPONS SCHEDULE

@ - Denotes Away Game*         - Denotes District Game

10/19 at 7:30 p.m
@ Progreso*

Red Ant Stadium

10/26 at 7:30 p.m.
@ Raymondville*
Bearkat Stadium

11/2 at 7:30 p.m.
Rio Hondo*

Tarpon Stadium

11/9
Bye

9/21 at 7:30 p.m.
@ La Feria

Lion Stadium

9/28 at 7:30 p.m.
@ St. Joseph’s Academy

St. Joseph’s Academy Stadium

10/5 at 7:30 p.m.
RGC Grulla

Tarpon Stadium

10/12
Bye

Go
Tarpons!

121 Queen Isabella, PI

956-433-5425

761-2962
103 E. Saturn

South Padre Island

GO TARPONS!

WHITE LUMBER

& SUPPLY, INC.

927 S. Garcia St.,
Port Isabel, TX 78578
956-943-5523

Locally-Owned

With 40 Years

of Experience!

AUTO SERVICE
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PI VS HIDALGO —
SOMEONE’S GOT TO WIN!
W hen the Hidalgo Pirates visit Tarpon Stadium  this 

Friday night, it will be a battle between two winless 
ball clubs.
Both squads com e into this week with 0-2 records.  

On the far sideline the head coach of the Pirates will be 
a familiar figure — none other than the former Tarpon 
head m an, one M ontgom ery Stum baugh.  “Stum p,” 
as he’s known am ong his coaching colleagues, won 
over 100 gam es in 16 seasons at PI, but has entered 
his second season at Hidalgo still looking for his first 
win as the head Pirate.
They cam e close last week, losing to Lyford by 

three, 20-17.  
“He’s a heck of a coach,” current Tarpon Head 

Coach Jason Strunk, said.  “He took over a (team ) 
that’s in rebuild and I think he’s a good guy to get in 
there and start re-building a program .”
On offense the Pirates are led by quarterback 

Angel Lopez, who has passed for 274 yards in two 
gam es (12-34-1) and two scores. Hidalgo’s leading 
rusher is Jose Figueroa, who has 138 yards gained 
on the ground (26, 5.3, 1 TD), and Gus Sanchez has 
caught five balls for 120 yards and a touchdown. 
“They want to run the football and cram  it down your 

throat, and so we need to be ready for that,” Strunk 
said this week.  “That team ’s hungry for a win.  I’m  dy-
ing for a win — I want it bad, so hopefully we end up 
on the right side of it Friday night,” Strunk said.
W hen asked about how dangerous a team  that 

hasn’t won in a while can be Strunk replied, “I’d say 
any team  is dangerous.  I’ve been on both sides of 
that equation.” 

Bryan Medina
             118 yards rushing,
30 carries, 3.9 average

Pedro Gonzalez
             MLB, 11 total
tackles - 7 solo, 4 
assists

956-761-2222
956-761-2828

956-761-2225
956-943-4848
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Yacht
From page 1

PIEDC
From page 2

Bath
From page 2

“We appreciate everything they do,” Hockema 
said.

The board also unanimously approved its annu-
al $15,000 contribution to the Port Isabel Cham-
ber of Commerce, as well as $60,000 for the con-
tinued operation of the Port Isabel Museums.

It approved a marketing budget for Marketing 
Director Valerie Bates, who was on hand to ex-
plain the City’s social media marketing strategy. 
Currently, she focuses advertisement buys on 
Facebook and Instagram, Bates said. “Our three 
main are Facebook, Instagram and twitter,” Bates 
said of the City’s online presence on social media.

Finally, the board unanimously approved an 
$80,000 expenditure to the City of Port Isabel for 
EDC administration services.

Board members Pat Marchan, Scott Friedman 
and David Woolverton were not present at the 
meeting.

The regular meeting of the Port Isabel City 
Commission, which had been scheduled to take 
place after the EDC meeting, was cancelled due 
to a lack of a quorum. It’s expected the meeting 
will be rescheduled for early next week.

paid parking to pay for rest-
room facilities. “At this point 
in time Galveston loses mon-
ey on beach paid parking,” 
Stahl said.

Hill updated the committee 
on the recent approval by the 
GLO on a Coastal Manage-
ment Program (CMP) grant 
project that would include the 
construction of a restroom, 
parking spaces and access 
improvements at the White-
cap beach access.

“This CMP grant, we’ve 
got to move forward on that,” 
urged Shoreline Taskforce 
member Troy Giles. He also 
urged the committee to do 
a lot more investigating on 
the subject and cited con-
cerns that property owners on 
Gulf Boulevard might have 
about placing restrooms in 

their backyards. “We’ve got 
to come up with a better so-
lution for this thing,” Giles 
said. 

Giles also recounted an in-
cident in the past involving 
a portable restroom that was 
not removed before being 
overwhelmed by a tide. Giles 
emphasized that the City did 
not have the personnel in 
place to deal with situation as 
they do now.

Hill reviewed survey re-
sults that were gathered as a 
part of the beach master plan-
ning process related to this 
topic. He shared that rest-
room facilities topped the list 
of responses to the question 
of how to best improve the 
beach experience. Hill also 
reported that a majority of the 
responses indicated a prefer-

ence for permanent facilities 
as opposed to portable.

Council member Theresa 
Metty argued against be-
ing too cautious about plac-
ing portable restrooms on 
the beach just because of 
one past incident. “Nobody 
was in charge for that mo-
ment that that happened, so 
are we going to abandon this 
completely because one time 
it happened and we’re not 
smart enough to figure out a 
way to mitigate it in the fu-
ture?” she said. 

“We need restrooms, but 
sticking them up on Gulf 
Boulevard and expecting 
people are gonna use them 
that are down on the beach is 
— we’re sticking our head in 
the sand if we think that’s the 
answer. We need restroom fa-

cilities for people that are on 
the beach.”

After further discussion 
and debate over portable ver-
sus permanent facilities, and 
placement on the beach ver-
sus at the access entrances 
along Gulf Boulevard, Stahl 
summarized the progress of 
the meeting. “We’ve really 
made some progress today,” 
he observed. “I think we’ve 
gotten to the point where 
we’re closer to the core, but 
still have some unanswered 
questions.”

Stahl moved that the com-
mittee reconvene on Sept. 26 
with the goal of coming up 
with a short and long term 
solution for beach restroom 
facilities. The committee 
agreed and the meeting was 
adjourned.         

Marina
From page 1
$7,200 annually.

Under terms of the agreement, 
LVRA will maintain grounds and 
facilities including the existing 
fence around the leased premises. 

“Lessee (LVRA) provides and 
shall continue to provide mem-
bers of the Association in good 
standing access to the leased 
premises by way of keyed entry. 
Any resident of Laguna Vista 
or owner of property in Laguna 
Vista may join the Laguna Vista 
Recreational Association, Inc., 
but only members and their then-

present guests may have access 
to the leased premises,” the pro-
posed agreement reads. 

Should this procedure change, 
LVRA would be required to im-
mediately submit to the Laguna 
Vista Town Council for its ap-
proval, the new or modified pro-
cedures to be used to restrict ac-
cess to the marina in accordance 
with the requirements of the 
Town’s Home Rule Charter.

The association would con-
tinue to be responsible to contract 
for all utility services, including 

water, electric, gas, and telephone 
utilities necessary for its use on 
the premises. 

The agreement stipulates that 
the LVRA “shall maintain in good 
repair all structures, docks, bulk-
heads, piers, seawalls and other 
improvements, and surrounding 
areas on and within the Leased 
Premises, and promptly perform 
general maintenance upon func-
tioning equipment and fixtures 
within Lessee’s possession and 
control located upon the Leased 
Premises”.

The association is also responsi-
ble for maintaining the grounds of 
the leased premises in a good con-
dition and will “maintain a tidy ap-
pearance of the grounds including 
the mowing of the premises and 
the trimming of any shrubs, trees 
or other landscaping vegetation.”

“Lessee shall use the Leased 
Premises solely as a marina for use 
by residents and property owners 
of the Town of Laguna Vista and 
their accompanying guests,” the 
agreement reads.

The agreement also gives Town 

officials the right to enter the ma-
rina area during normal business 
hours, or at any time in the event 
of an emergency, to ensure com-
pliance with the agreement, and 
the Town shall provide the asso-
ciation with advance notice of its 
intent to enter as is reasonable un-
der the circumstances. 

The lease agreement requires 
the LVRA to carry comprehensive 
general liability insurance cover-
age in the amount of $1 million 
per occurrence and $2 million in 
the aggregate.

Causeway
From page 1
St., Port Isabel City Man-
ager Jared Hockema said. 

“It just depends on how 
inclement the weather is,” 
he said, referring to the 
rainfall expected from a 
tropical disturbance ap-
proaching in the Gulf of 
Mexico.

On Sept. 15, 2001, just 
four days after the terror-
ist attacks in New York 
and Washington, D.C., the 
Queen Isabella Causeway 
was struck by a passing 
barge. The barge, which 
had been attempting to 
make its way underneath 
the center span of the 
bridge, hit a support pillar. 
Two sections of the bridge 
span collapsed at impact, 
while another collapsed a 
short time later.

As the accident occurred 
after dark, motorists driv-
ing along the Causeway 

were unaware that it had 
been damaged. Seven peo-
ple died when their vehicles 
drove over the gap in the 
damaged bridge, including 
then fire chief of Port Isa-
bel, Robert Harris. Another 
three people survived the 
nearly 80-foot plunge into 
the murky waters below.

Each year since the trag-
edy, the two cities con-
nected by the bridge come 
together to remember those 
who died, and take turns 
hosting the memorial ser-
vice every Sept. 15. They 
take turns hosting the me-
morial at the base of the 
Causeway on their respec-
tive sides.

This year is Port Isabel’s 
turn to host the memorial. 
Island Mayor Dennis Stahl 
and Port Isabel Mayor Juan 
Jose “J.J.” Zamora are ex-
pected to speak, as is Hock-

ema.
“It’s a simple ceremony,” 

Hockema said, noting that 
it begins and ends with a 
prayer. A color guard made 
up of local first responders 
present the colors, as well. 
In years’ past, family mem-
bers of the deceased have 
attended and shared their 
memories of their loved 
ones. The bridge was ulti-
mately renamed the Queen 
Isabella Memorial Cause-
way in their honor.

The seven people who 
died were: Robert Harris, 
Hector Martinez, Jr., “Har-
poon” Barry and Chelsea 
Welch, Julio Mireles, Rob-
in Leavell, Stevan Fran-
cisco Rivas and Gaspar S. 
Hinojosa. 

The three people who 
survived are Rene Mata, 
Gustavo Morales and 
Bridget Goza.

Gulf
From page 1

residency required.
The public works de-

partment is located at 217 
W. Hickman St.

“We’ve been stockpil-
ing. We’ve already ordered 
extra sand and extra bags,” 
Hockema said. “We’re 
prepared if we do receive 
heavy rain,” he said.

Port Isabel residents 
may also obtain hurricane 
re-entry stickers from City 
Hall, located on Maxan 
Street. However, City Hall 
was set to close at 2 p.m. 
Thursday due to scheduled 
utility repairs by AEP. 

The City of South Padre 
Island was also prepar-
ing for potential tropical 
weather impacts Wednes-
day. Sandbags and hurri-
cane re-entry stickers will 
be available through 5 p.m. 
Friday. at SPI City Hall, 
4601 Padre Blvd., accord-

ing to a statement released 
by the City.

In Laguna Vista, Town 
officials were ready to 
help prepare residents for 
rain and potential flooding. 
The Town had received 
a truckload of sand from 
Cameron County, City 
Secretary Alma Deckard 
said Wednesday.

The Town had empty 
sandbags ready to distrib-
ute to residents at the fill-
your-own station located 
just outside City Hall, 
122 Fernandez St. Early 
Wednesday afternoon, La-
guna Vista volunteer fire-
fighters arrived to provide 
assistance to those needing 
help filling their sandbags.

Area students won’t get 
a rain day off, announced 
Point Isabel ISD Superin-
tendent Dr. Lisa Garcia. 
Of course, that news was 

pending the severity of the 
weather headed this way, 
but as of press time, the 
weather system was ex-
pected to remain relatively 
weak. 

Forecasters were pre-
dicting it had the potential 
to form into a tropical de-
pression or a weak tropical 
storm by the weekend.

Even if the storm doesn’t 
strengthen, it will still 
bring plenty of rain. As a 
result, Dr. Garcia said Fri-
day night’s home football 
game against the Hidalgo 
Pirates had been moved up 
to Thursday evening.

Finally, the Wahoo Clas-
sic Fishing Tournament, 
slated to begin this Friday 
and continue on into the 
weekend, has been post-
poned until next weekend 
due to the tropical distur-
bance.

the consultant who brought 
the vision to the City, Petra 
Reyna, organized a daylong 
charrette at the Port Isabel 
Event and Cultural Center, 
where industry profession-
als in architecture, interior 
design, and the culinary arts 
were invited to brainstorm 
with local residents and busi-
ness leaders about what the 
renewed Yacht Club would 
look like.

The project’s architect, Te-
resa Fonseca, was also at the 
event.

But, by the late spring of 
2015, the project was be-
coming visibly troubled. In 
May, City leadership was 
shaken up — first, by rival 
factions on the City Com-
mission attempting to oust 
each other from their elected 
seats, and then by the firing 
of then-City Manager Ed-
ward Meza and then-City at-
torney Robert Collins.

The ousted City commis-
sioners kept their seats, after 
a short legal battle, while an-
other lost his re-election bid 
that month and was replaced 
by a political newcomer. 
That was soon followed by 
the hiring of Jared Hockema 

as interim city manager, and 
former Cameron County 
Judge Gilberto Hinojosa as 
City attorney.

By August 2015, Hock-
ema had raised several red 
flags on project, speaking 
with the Commission in ex-
ecutive session on Aug. 11. 
The following month, the 
Commission voted to return 
the once much-vaunted EDA 
grant. It was a split vote. 

The project was essen-
tially dead. And City admin-
istrators were soon given the 
go-ahead to look into the fi-
nancial records via a forensic 
audit of not only the Yacht 
Club project, but two other 
multi-million dollar City 
projects, as well.

But it was activity that 
occurred in 2014 that most 
alarmed Hockema. And it’s 
in 2014 that most of the al-
legations in the lawsuit are 
focused.

The City alleges that 
Reyna and Fonseca were 
given preferential treatment 
throughout the process, from 
the conceptualization of the 
Yacht Club revitalization, 
to the architectural planning 
and oversight.

“It was clear that the fix 
was in,” a portion of the law-
suit reads, referring to the 
selection of Fonseca’s firm, 
STAR Consulting - South 
Texas Architectural Re-
sources, as the winning bid-
der on the project on Sept. 
24, 2014. This, after several 
“reputable design profes-
sionals” had submitted bids 
of their own by the request 
deadline, which had been 
just one day prior, the law-
suit reads.

The City had originally 
reached an agreement with 
Fonseca to provide pro bono 
consulting services on the 
project. But, once her firm 
was selected as the project 
architect, she soon began 
submitting invoices request-
ing payment for services 
rendered. The first request 
— for $82,927 — came on 
Nov. 14, 2014, the lawsuit 
reads. The suit alleges that 
City Manager Edward Meza 
remitted the payment days 
later, on Nov. 11.

The suit then outlines a se-
ries of additional five-figure 
payment requests by Fon-
seca on through the spring of 
the following year. Each re-

quest was followed by pay-
ment remittance days later, 
even before the City Com-
mission had had a chance to 
review them. 

“I don’t understand why 
that happened,” said cur-
rent City attorney Gilberto 
Hinojosa. According to his 
understanding, it is normal 
for city managers to have the 
authority to make payments 
for things that are time-sen-
sitive, but more costly issues 
are typically presented to the 
governing body for approv-
al, he said.

“If there is a substantial 
payment to be made to a 
vendor that is not time sen-
sitive, then the way the city 
operates, and has operated, 
at least since I’ve been the 
city attorney, those have to 
be approved by the members 
of the city commission be-
fore payment can be issued,” 
Hinojosa said.

The litany of payments to 
Fonseca — totaling some 
$628,100 — with such quick 
turnaround and without over-
sight of the City commission 
was “highly problematic,” 
according to Hinojosa.

But Houston attorney 

Daniel Goldberg has a dif-
ferent opinion as to why 
the City has filed a lawsuit 
against Meza, whom Gold-
berg is representing in a 
separate lawsuit against the 
City.

“It is the politicians who 
are using litigation to ad-
vance their political agen-
da,” Goldberg said during a 
phone interview last Thur-
day. 

Neither Goldberg nor 
Meza had received a copy 
of the suit as of Thursday, he 
said. “Our first knowledge of 
it came through your phone 
call yesterday,” he said.

Many of the allegations 
spelled out in the City’s suit 
against Meza and the other 
five defendants originally 
appeared in a counterclaim 
the City filed in Meza’s suit 
against it for nonpayment of 
his severance package.

The City non-suited that 
claim earlier this year — es-
sentially, it backed out of 
making the counterclaim.

Now, those allegations 
have resurfaced in this new 
suit by the City, alleging 
Meza engaged in a civil 
conspiracy, negligence and 

fraud. That’s no accident, ac-
cording to Goldberg.

“For me, it’s very impor-
tant to be able to show the 
court exactly how the City 
and the City attorney have 
been playing this game of 
theirs,” Goldberg said. 

He described a history of 
missed deadlines and incom-
plete documentation pro-
vided by the City. In its now 
non-suited counterclaim, 
which relied heavily on the 
forensic audit conducted by 
Hales-Bradford, LLP, the 
City never provided a final 
version of that audit report.

City Manager Jared Hock-
ema had still not seen the re-
port himself as of earlier this 
week, despite it being the 
basis of this new suit. The 
PRESS has requested a copy 
of the report, several times.

The PRESS also attempted 
to reach out to Petra Reyna 
and Teresa Fonseca. A mes-
sage left at Reyna’s office 
went unreturned as of press 
time. And messages left at a 
phone number listed as be-
longing to Teresa Fonseca in 
a business card the PRESS 
obtained in 2015 also went 
unreturned.
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The City of South Padre Island is seeking proposals to provide 
paid parking services for the City’s Beach Access Parking. The bid 
packages are available by emailing bhill@myspi.org with “Beach 
User Fee” in the subject line. Please submit your quotes based 
upon the details shown in the RFP packet. Sealed proposals must 
be submitted to the City Secretary’s Office 4601 Padre Boulevard, 
South Padre Island 78597 no later than 10:00 a.m. 9/27/2018. 
Bids will be unsealed publicly at 10:00 am 9/27/2018 at City Hall. 
All questions should be directed to bhill@myspi.org; any questions 
asked and the corresponding answers will be disseminated through 
direct email correspondence with all RFP packet holders.

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND  
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

 

 
 

Point Isabel Independent School District 
Accepting Sealed Request for Proposals  

Specific Stop Loss Insurance 
Third Party Medical Claims Administration 

Group Term Life and AD&D 
 

 
Proposal Number Date/Time Due    Opening 
18-19-01  October 4, 2018 – 2:00 p.m.  October 4, 2018 – 2:15 p.m. 
 
Proposals must be submitted in written form according to specifications on forms obtained from the  PIISD 
Business and Finance Department webpage.  Forms will be available on Monday, September 17, 2018, 
and may be obtained at: 
  

www.pi-isd.net  
Business and Finance Department 

Point Isabel ISD 
101 Port Road 

Port Isabel, TX  78578 

 

 

 

 

 

Please run the legal notice listed above as follows: 

 
Port Isabel Press   Thursday    September 13 & 20, 2018 
ads@portisabelsouthpadre.com 
classifides@portisabelsouthpadre.com  

Valley Morning Star   Sunday    September 16 & 23, 2018 
legals@brownsvilleherald.com  
 
 
 
c:nm ads-rfp 18-19-01 
9/12/18 

 
 
c:  jpineda@pi-isd.net  
     ltorres@pi-isd.net  
     glooney@alamoinsgrp.com  
     lgarcia@alamoinsgrp.com  
      

ONE STOP HURRICANE PREPARATION CENTER

TEXAS GREATEST HOME IMPROVEMENT WAREHOUSE - WE DELIVER!!!!

1723 W. Hwy. 100 • Port Isabel, TX • 956-943-4800

• PLYWOOD
• GENERATORS
• FLASHLIGHTS

• CHAINSAWS
• TARPS
• DUCT TAPE

• ROPE & BUNGEES
• 20 LB PROPANE
   TANKS

Mon-Sat 7:30 am-7 pm • Sunday 10 am-5 pm

Center
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Park
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Run
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that it intends to apply for certain grants 
from the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment for the South Texas Eco-tour-
ism Center and that its ability to obtain 
the grants is contingent upon it being the 
owner of the real property upon which 
the South Texas Ecotourism Center is to 
be located.

It was noted in the resolution that 
“Texas Local Government Code autho-
rizes the donation of an interest in real 
property by one political subdivision to 
another provided the receiving political 
subdivision uses the property for a pur-
pose that serves the public interest of the 
donating political subdivision, the dona-
tion is made under terms that effect and 
maintain the public purpose for which 
the donation was made, and title and 
right to possession of the interest revert 
to the donating political subdivision if 
the receiving political subdivision ceases 
to use the real property in carrying out 
the public purpose.”

The Town Council has determined that 
the construction and operation of a South 
Texas Ecotourism Center within the 
Town will enhance the community, will 
attract more tourism and business to the 

Town, will help educate the public about 
the ecology of this community, will serve 
a public purpose and will serve the inter-
ests of the residents of the Town.

The County is agreeing to use the 
property as the site for construction of 
the South Texas Eco-Tourism Center in 
accordance with plans and specifications 
meeting the approval of the Town Coun-
cil.

The resolution spells-out that con-
struction of the South Texas Eco-Tour-
ism Center shall commence no later than 
Jan. 1, 2020 and shall be completed by 
Jan. 1, 2022.

Under terms of the resolution, Cam-
eron County shall maintain and operate 
the South Texas Ecotourism Center at its 
cost and expense.

The County will apply to the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department for the 
Local Parks Grant Program Non-Urban 
Outdoor Grant and the Non-Urban In-
door Grant as owner of the Property.

The failure to meet or fulfill any of the 
above conditions shall be grounds for an 
automatic reversion of title to the Proper-
ty to the Town of Laguna Vista, accord-
ing to the adopted resolution.

run and 1-mile walk. Upon 
completion of their race, 
participants were greeted 
with kind applause and a 
custom medal commemo-
rating their involvement 
and support. 

Frequent beach runners, 
Hannah and Angie Car-
rillo, completed their 10K 
run with smiles on their 
faces, “We think that it’s a 
great idea to have an event 
like this for our first re-
sponders and we’re happy 
to be here in support of 
them.”

According to the PI Ro-
tary Club, approximately 
150 runners and walkers 
registered for this year’s 
event, along with numer-
ous volunteers who were 
present to make sure ev-
erything went smoothly. 
Lonnie Gillihan, the event 
coordinator for the PI Ro-
tary club, expressed his 
gratitude for all of the vol-
unteers helping out with 
the run as well as his ut-
most appreciation for the 

first responders in the area, 
“I have a lot of respect 
for the first responders, 
and that’s what drives me 
to work so hard for this 
event,” he said.

Jim Pigg, captain of 
ocean rescue with the 
South Padre Island Fire 
Department, expressed 
his own gratitude for the 
emergency responders the 
event meant to honor. “A 
lot of these people are not 
getting paid to wake up 
in the middle of the night 
and put their own lives in 
danger to help others in ac-
cidents. It’s important for 
the community to show 
support for these people,” 
Pigg said.

Members from the ocean 
rescue team as well as 
other entities were at the 
venue to show support, as 
well as provide assistance 
in the case of an injury or 
emergency. 

An event like this one is 
a great way to honor such 
a physically demanding 

job like that of a first re-
sponder. Proceeds of the 
run went into the Laguna 
Madre First Responder 
fund and related com-
munity service programs. 
Gillihan explained in 
more detail where fund-
ing would be allocated this 
year. “Some money will 
go to help families whose 
family members have been 
injured or who have passed 
away in the line of duty. 
Additionally, a portion 
of what we raised will be 
for awards to current first 
responders as symbols of 
appreciation. We will also 
be donating some money 
to the Laguna Vista Fire 
Department so they can 
purchase new equipment,” 
he said.

The PI Rotary Club 
plans on hosting this event 
on a yearly basis. They 
intend to get the word out 
earlier next year in hopes 
that more participants 
will know about the event 
ahead of time. 

gathered from other coast-
al cities that have imple-
mented a year-round plan 
listing greater compliance, 
less confusion, and more 
revenue as their argument 
in favor of year round. Fur-
thermore, Hill noted that 
no existing seasonal paid 
parking programs could 
be found when researching 
the topic.

Hill also reported the ex-
isting plan calls for inclu-
sion of parking spaces on 
Gulf Boulevard and some 
of the beach access cul-de-
sacs. He explained that in-
cluding all the cul-de-sacs 
as well as the improved 
side streets along Gulf 
could also be considered. 
That option would result in 
829 parking spaces being 
designated as paid.

Regarding hourly rate 
versus longer term, Hill 
shared that the existing plan 
calls for a $6.35 rate for six 
hours. In his research, Hill 
found that coastal cities 
that use an hourly rate re-
ported “increased parking 
space turnover and more 
purposeful use of available 
spaces.” Hill also provided 
an option for the purchase 
of a season parking pass.

In terms of anticipat-
ed revenue, using a rate 
based on what the City of 
Galveston makes per spot, 
Hill provided a figure of 
$115,825 as the antici-
pated net annual revenue 
if paid parking was imple-
mented year-round for 
all of the 829 designated 
spaces. Hill also explained 
that further adjusting the 

rate to create more of a 
one-to-one ratio between 
the two cities brings the 
net revenue figure down 
to approximately $80,000 
a year.

Hill presented Council 
with the Shoreline Task-
force recommendations, 
which included year-round 
parking encompassing 
Gulf Boulevard, beach ac-
cess cul-de-sacs, and im-
proved side streets at an 
hourly rate of $2, with an 
option to purchase a yearly 
pass for $100.

Other proposed changes 
to the existing plan ac-
cording to Hill related to 
choosing the types of vehi-
cles to be used by parking 
enforcement, the creation 
of a parking enforcement 
division and the selection 

of a third party vendor to 
manage paid parking.

Council members 
Bagley and Metty both en-
couraged Hill to consider 
utilizing a complete turn-
key solution for managing 
the parking to include en-
forcement as well.

“That suggestion from 
the Shoreline Taskforce 
about inserting a public 
meeting is a wonderful 
idea,” commented Mayor 
Dennis Stahl. “There’s 
people here that want it 
very badly and then there’s 
some people that don’t 
want it for whatever rea-
son.”

When the topic was 
opened up for public com-
ment, Kimberly Dollar 
shared a concern that was 
raised during the Shoreline 

Taskforce meeting about 
guests visiting residents in 
these affected areas being 
required to pay for parking 
on the street.

Ultimately Council vot-
ed 5-1 to begin the process 
of updating the Beach User 
Fee Plan based on the rec-
ommendations set forth by 
the Shoreline Taskforce 
and to support the devel-
opment of a request for 
proposal for a third-party 
vendor.        

In another shoreline re-
lated item, Council con-
sidered approval of a 
beach and dune permit 
for the construction of a 
private walkover to ser-
vice four residences at 
5106-5108 Gulf Boule-
vard. Hill explained that 
the issue came before the 

Shoreline Taskforce two 
times. Hill explained that 
it was not recommended 
by the committee the first 
time it came before them 
because the original plan 
called for multiple walk-
overs. “That feedback was 
given back to the applicant 
and they worked with the 
engineer and did come up 
with a solution that allows 
for all four of the units 
themselves to be serviced 
with one access,” he re-
ported. Council voted 5-1 
to approve the permit, with 
Council member Metty 
voting against.

Council also voted to 
award the contract to pro-
vide access matting for 
beach accesses to Des-
champs for their Mobi-mat 
product.
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is obligated to address sui-

cide in veterans. 

The first step is to adjust 
our attitudes about mental 

illness and suicide so that 

those who need help feel no 
shame or fear in doing so. 
We must place adequate fo-

cus on how Veterans are not 

receiving adequate services 
and are thus at the highest 

risk for suicide. The com-

munity must call those with 

invisible wounds out of the 
shadows and into the arms 

of high-quality, accessible 
medical and mental health 

care. 

We need clinicians who 

are culturally competent 
in veteran-centered care. 

Medical and mental health 

training programs in the 
Rio Grande Valley, which is 
home to one of the highest 
density of veterans in the 
country, should be tasked 
with developing curricu-

lum and clinical training 

to address veteran mental 

health.

Learn about mental ill-

ness. Post-Traumatic Stress 

Disorder (PTSD) is one of 
many mental health prob-

lems associated with sui-

cide when left untreated; it 
is focused upon here for the 
sake of demystifying this 
very stigmatized and mis-

understood diagnosis. 

Prevailing stereotypes 
and miseducation paints 
the picture of a male com-

bat veteran who returns 

home “damaged.” While 

many veterans with men-

tal health diagnoses thrive 

after service, combat expo-

sure is but one of many fac-

tors that confer increased 
risk suicide. Bootcamp, 
stateside service, enlisted, 
drafted, medically boarded, 
honorably or dishonor-

ably discharged service 

members also experience 
trauma that can lead to un-

treated mental illness. In 

fact, a large proportion of 
those who received a less 

than honorable discharge 

were often discharged in 
relation to traumatic expe-

riences or mental illness 

— not because of flawed 
character or lack of dedica-

tion to their missions. 

A civilian’s hypothesis 
regarding of the develop-

ment of mental illness dur-
ing transition to civilian 

life: 
There is an understand-

able reason for the dif-
ficulty of transitioning to 
civilian life. To drastically 
simplify this phenomenon 
in “civilian-speak” — there 
is a drastically, and neces-

sarily, different rule book 
in military than in civilian 

life. The military rule book 
serves to mobilize minds 

and bodies for war/con-

flict.  
Many symptoms that 

lead to PTSD are, in fact, 
adaptive behaviors in the 
context of life-threaten-

ing situations, such as war 
or abusive situations. For 

some, upon return to civil-

ian life, the once highly-
reinforced behaviors that 
make our military so pow-

erful become pathologized 
without validating the im-

portant function of these 
behaviors during service. 

Let’s not forget the high 
incidences of sexual as-

sault that affect both men 
and women in the military 

and how many are encour-

aged to not report it for fear 
of decreasing morale or of 
losing one’s career. Return-

ing to the civilian version of 
life, the feelings of futility 
regarding non life-or-death 
situations is perplexing to 
loved ones, leaving the Vet-
eran feeling isolated and 
hopeless – even in light of 
having sacrificed so much.

Stigmatizing discourse 

about mental illness and 

suicide prevent those who 
need assistance from com-

ing out from behind the 
shadows: Men and women 
who experienced military 

sexual trauma, discrimina-

tion and retaliation, those 
who came from Mexico to 
serve this country, Gulf War 
Veterans, individuals who 
identify as LBGTQI, or 
those who served in secret 

missions for which there is 
no documentation of their 
sacrifices. There are others. 
Help them come out from 
behind the shadows. 

Hopelessness and feel-
ings of separation is fertile 
ground for suicide. Shift 
the paradigm at the levels 
of local community, edu-

cation and government. In 

our neighborhoods. In our 

homes. 

Validate the harrowing 

traversing of realities in-

volved in military service. 

So do what you can to des-

tigmatize and validate and 

listen with the intent of 
understanding rather than 

judging; know that you 
have not seen what they 

have seen. Know that to 

show empathy and com-

passion is to transform suf-
fering for that individual.
Understand that those who

suffer and see suicide as a
solution have seen or ex-

perienced things that shake
their core foundations of
trust in humanity, safety,
justice and sense of pur-
pose necessary to proceed
in this thing we call life. 

This call to action is a

matter of life or death.
This is not an issue of pa-

triotism, but one of basic
humanity.

Editor’s Note: Dr. Mar-
sha Sargeant is a licensed
clinical psychologist and
researcher offering ser-
vices in the Laguna Madre
region. She has worked
extensively with veterans
at VA medical centers, and
now in private practice.
Her offices, Madre Bay
Consulting & Psychologi-
cal Services, and her non-
profit organization, Veter-
an Wellness Initiative, are
located in Port Isabel. 

Today, not only are the 
guts of public contracts 
with private firms often 
kept secret, but sometimes 
the final contract amount 
is, too, because companies 
argue it could put them in 
a disadvantage in a future 
bidding situation.

Contracts for a public 
power plant, police body 
camera equipment, college 
sports marketing deals, a 
holiday parade entertainer 
and many more spending 
agreements are off limits 
to the public. Sometimes 
there are attempts to hide 
licensing and regulatory 
data or information about 
hiring decisions.

In Austin, city officials 

argued they should be al-
lowed to hide the identi-
ties of finalists in their city 
manager search because 
it would put them at a 
competitive disadvantage 
with other cities. Thank-
fully, that argument to the 
Texas Attorney General’s 
Office failed.

But some 2,600 at-
tempts to block informa-
tion using the court’s re-
cent secrecy rulings have 
been permitted by the At-
torney General’s Office 
because of how broadly 
the court’s decisions were 
written.

That’s where we, the 
people, and our elected 
state representatives come 

in.
Legislators created the 

Texas Public Information 
Act. It’s time for them to 
take charge and ensure 
that the law once again 
benefits the people of our 
state by rewriting some 
language in the law to ad-
dress the court’s actions.

To be fair, not all pri-
vate businesses, which 
now have far more ability 
to keep government re-
cords private, come down 
on the side of secrecy.

Many recognize that if 
they are paid by taxpayer 
money, a certain level of 
transparency is warranted. 
Openness in government 
bidding also helps small 

and mid-sized businesses 
compete with big busi-
ness for public contracts 
because the smaller com-
panies can view the past 
winning bids.

Let’s also be clear on 
this: There’s no effort 
afoot to force a private 
company to reveal the for-
mula for its secret sauce. 
There has always been a 
trade secrets exemption 
in the Public Information 
Act to keep that kind of 
information private, and 
that should remain.

Common ground for 
solving this secrecy strug-
gle is surely achievable.

This and other govern-
ment transparency issues 

are on the agenda at the 
FOI Foundation of Texas 
state conference Sept. 21 
in Austin.

The conference will also 
focus on whether dates of 
birth should be available 
on certain public records, 
such as candidate applica-
tions for public office and 
criminal justice records; 
how governments can go 
about obtaining public 
records stored on private 
electronic devices; and 
whether there should be 
limits to free speech on 
college campuses.

Opinions vary on many 
of these questions, but 
working together we can 
figure out how to balance 

competing interests. We
can do this.

Perhaps along the way
we will remember the wise
words of the Texas Public
Information Act declaring
that the people insist on
remaining informed and
“that government is the
servant and not the master
of the people.”

Editor’s Note: Kelley
Shannon is executive di-
rector of the non-profit
Freedom of Information
Foundation of Texas,
which advocates for open
government and First
Amendment rights. For
information on the Sept.
21 state conference go to
www.foift.org.
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DEADLINES

Thursday’s Paper
Wednesday 12:00 p.m.

14 MISCELLANEOUS 15 GARAGE SALES

8 HOMES FOR RENT 17 EMPLOYMENT

NOW HIRING Experienced 

Cooks. Apply in person at 

Blackbeards at 103 E. Sat-

urn, SPI.

HIRING NOW! House-

keepers wanted! Condo and 

house cleanings. $8.00 per 

hour. Call 956-408-0700 or 

come to our office SPI Rent-
als, 2600 Padre Blvd. Suite 

R., South Padre Island.

LEGAL  NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

8 HOMES FOR RENT

UPSCALE  LAGUNA 
VISTA HOME FOR 
RENT: 26 Laguna Madre 

Drive, 3 bedroom/3 bath 

with option for office or 
gym, pool and view of La-

guna Madre. $4,000 per 

month plus utilities/$2,000 

deposit. Please contact 

Bobby Pinkerton at 956-

572-0521.

��7 APARTMENTS FOR RENT

LONG TERM ONLY: 
1/1 furnished, 650 square 
feet, bay side apartment. 
No pets. $650 per month 
includes: water, sewer & 
trash $350 deposit. Call 
956-793-3734.

FOR RENT: 1 bed/1 bath 
apartment on SPI. Furnished 

with utilities, cable and 

WiFi. No pets. No smoking. 

$950 rmonth/$500 deposit 

with a one year lease. Call 

956-371-4250.

9 CONDOS FOR RENT

FOR RENT: 2/2 Port O 

Call. Fishermen’s paradise 

with boat slip. $1,400 per 

month all bills paid. Call 

956-572-0378.

FOR SALE: 12 ft. Zodiac 

inflatable with 10hp Ya-

maha. Great condition. Ac-

cessories included. $2,500. 

Contact Steve at 956-572-

0378.

30 BOATS & SUPPLIES

��7 APARTMENTS FOR RENT

��4 COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

FOR SALE: Small Ma-

rina in Port Isabel. Possible 

Short Term Owner Financ-

ing. Call 225-235-6739.

FOR SALE: On SPI, 5 

bedrooms, 4 baths, 2 car 

garage, 3 kitchens, 2 living 

areas, garage apartment. 

Under total renovation. 

Possible Owner Financing. 

Call 225-235-6739.

8 HOMES FOR RENT

8 HOMES FOR RENT

TWO FREE BOATS.

Abandoned-4-Move. Call 

225-235-6739.

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been

made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Wine
and Beer Retailer’s

Permit by Laguna 
Madre Premier Meats,
LLC dba Rancho Meat 
Market, to be located at
314 E. Queen Isabella
Blvd., Port Isabel,
Cameron County, Texas.

Liability Company 
is Christian Hasbun
Villarreal, Owner.

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been

made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Mixed
Beverage Permit by
Liam’s Steakhouse &
Oyster Bar, to be located 
at 202 W. Tarpon Street,
South Padre Island,  
Cameron County, Texas.  

corporation are Alfonso 
T. Salazar, President/
Treasurer and Cameron 
K. Salazar, Vice President/
Secretary.

RENTALS

Woolverton Realty PLLC
956-943-5506
Email: realestate@woolvertonrealty.com

202 Yturria, Bills Paid
#1 – efficiency, $670

301 Houston #2201
3/2 waterfront condo, $2000

822 Pompano
2/2 mobile home.
Bills paid, $1400

FOR RENT: Casita on SPI 

Golf Course. 2 bed/2bath, 

screened in porch. Fully fur-

nished, all bills paid. Pool, 

tennis courts, gym. $1,550/

mo. Call 956-943-1864.

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom/2 

1/2 bath waterfront, 1426 

Harbor Island Dr., Port Isa-

bel. W&D hookup. No pets. 

$900 per month + deposit. 

Call 748-2558 or 200-1103.

FOR LEASE: South Pa-

dre Island Duplex, 1 year 

- Unfurnished. Has NEW 

stove, refrigerator, light fix-

tures, shower stalls, com-

modes, faucets and newly 

painted. No pets, no smok-

ing. $1000/month + $1000/

deposit. Call 956-463-3022.

BEACHFRONT 2 BED-
ROOM: Washer/dryer, 

private covered patio and 

fenced backyard, water 

trash pickup included in 

rent $1375/month, 1 year 

lease.  Call 956-761-8750.

FOR RENT: available Oc-

tober 1st. Large 1 bedroom 

w/kitchen, beachside pri-

vate deck, walkin closet, 

central ac/heat, tile floors, 
pet friendly, water and trash 

included. $795/month. Call 

956-761-8750.

YARD SALE: 601 Beach 

Blvd., Laguna Vista on Sat-
urday, Sept. 15th at 7 am.

PLAYER PIANO - AEO-
LIAN: Model: CABARET 
(inc. 50 + rolls)  $350.00. 

Call 956-761-1185.

TWO SANDCASTLE 
CONDOS FOR RENT:
Efficiency and 1/1 fur-
nished apartment, 2 swim-

ming pools & fishing pier 
on bay side. All utilities in-

cluded. Call 956-465-7718.



Since 1978
CAMERON COUNTY

INSURANCE AGENCY
COLEMAN HALL & HEINZE

INSURANCE
956-943-6481

www.cameroncountyinsurancecenter.com

Authorized Agent

IN REMEMBRANCE

2605 Padre Blvd.
956-346-4431

www.powc-spi.org

In Remembrance

WE
REMEMBER

In Loving Memory

cell: 956-279-5753
yallcome2tx@gmail.com

103 S. Garcia St.
Port Isabel, TX 78578

In Rememberance

COMPUTER REPAIR
SHIPPING

MAILBOX RENTALS

Remembering Those We Lost

103 S. Garcia St. • Port Isabel, TX 78578

956-433-5648

“By the Bridge”

Bridgeview Flowers & Gift
Leti Keplinger

Owner, Designer

134 West South Shore,
Port Isabel,
Texas 78578
(956) 943-4344
E-mail: azalea_lk@yahoo.com

In Remembrance★
★

★
Call us for your real estate needs.

Remembering those we lost.

210 S. Garcia St., Port Isabel
956-943-3344
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In Memoriam
The communities of the Laguna Madre remember those who were killed or injured during the collapse of 

the Queen Isabella Causeway on Sept. 15, 2001.  In memory of Port Isabel Fire Chief Robert Harris, Hector 
Martinez, Jr., “Harpoon” Barry and Chelsea Welch, Julio Mireles, Robin Leavell, Stevan Francisco Rivas 
and Gaspar S. Hinojosa.  In honor, also of Rene Mata, Gustavo Morales and Bridget Goza, who survived 
the late night tragedy.  The towns of the Laguna Madre stood united then and remain so now. We will 
never forget.
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Here today, gone tomorrow. It’s a cliché. And, like most
clichés, the popularity of its usage comes from its truth.

Such is the case with some ephemeral marvels I’ve
witnessed during my daily travels this week. Perhaps you
noticed them, too?

It began Monday, on my first drive to work for the week. 
The rains have brought good news and bad for many across

our region. For our neighbors to the west — those in Hidalgo
County towns like Weslaco, Mission and Edinburg, the
perpetual inundation has been an unwelcome guest upon soils
still struggling to recover from the freak downpours earlier
this summer.

But, as was the case with those summer rains, the Laguna Madre region fared more
favorably. Here, the rains have been gentle. They’ve caressed the land just enough to
green grasses parched by heat, and invigorate potted plants slumped from drought-
induced water restrictions.

This time around, we’ve gotten good batches of rain every single day — mostly
while we sleep. And it’s been that gentle, yet persistent, patter of precipitation that has
coaxed forth dozens of tiny miracles. 

All along roadsides and verdant patches of grass throughout the Laguna Madre,
one can see pale white specks among the green. Slender stalks capped by six dove-
white petals fanning out towards slate grey skies still heavy with the promise of water.

They’re rain lilies. However, some may know them by more wondrous names, like
fairy lily or magic lily. And indeed, they do invoke a sense of the fantastic and the
mystical. One could be forgiven for imagining that tiny Tinkerbell-sized fairies fly
among the funnel-shaped blooms, such is the whimsy they inspire.

Rain lilies can bloom in a variety of colors, including pink and yellow; however,
here in the Rio Grande Valley, I’ve only ever seen them come in white. Bright yellow
stamens stand in warm contrast at the flower’s center. 

It takes a good rain to bring them out of hiding. After a couple of days of the wet
stuff, if the temperatures stay reasonable enough, and the ground pliant enough, you’ll
wake up one morning to find that Tinkerbell and her friends have left a collection of
them on your lawn.

They grow singly. One flower per stem that rises above the rain-replenished grass.
And they only last a day or two. That’s it. 

They can hide for years in the soil. You’d never even know they were there, waiting
for a chance to bloom. Then one day, dozens and dozens of white blossoms bring
their light to the greyness of a dreary day, a shadowy grey week.

And just as quickly and quietly as they came, they disappear again. Just about
the time that the rain dew dries from the blades of grass and the earth becomes firm
enough to walk on without your feet sinking into the loam, they’re gone again. Until
the next big rain. 

Maybe. If you’re lucky, and the lilies are feeling up to it.
So, while the wet weather is still with us — and boy, is it going to stick around for a

couple of days — take a moment to look at the patches of grass nearest you. You just
might see some floral fairies of your own. 
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Beauty in Transience

Pet of the Week

Introducing Fudge, a one year old Lab mix. His  humans never 
returned for him after he was brought into the shelter. Fudge was 
found on the streets of SPI about 2 weeks ago. He is neutered, 
heart worm negative, up to date on all vaccinations and micro-
chipped. He is well mannered and pretty laid back for a young 
dog. Come meet Fudge! We’re open 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily!

Friends of Animal Rescue
4908 Padre Blvd. (956)772-1171

www.spifriendsofanimalrescue.com

Intr
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Fudge



Date: Sundays
Time: 9 a.m.
Event: Guided Bird Walks with 
Alicia
Where: SPI Birding & Nature Center, 
6801 Padre Blvd., SPI
More Info: (956)761-6801

Date:  Sundays
Time:  11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Event:  SPI Farmers’ Market
Where: The Shores, 8605 Padre Blvd., 
SPI

Date: Sundays
Time: 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Event: Good Karma Song Circle
Where: Café Karma, 5200 Padre Blvd., 
SPI
More Info: Join in or just listen

Date: Thursdays and Saturdays
Time: 9 a.m.
Event: Guided Bird Walks with 
Javi
Where: SPI Birding & Nature Center, 
6801 Padre Blvd., SPI
More Info: (956)761-6801

Date: Thursdays, beginning Sept. 13
Time: 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. or 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Event: English Classes
Where: St. Andrew’s Church Parish 
Hall, 1022 Yturria St., Port Isabel
More Info: (956)536-1544 (English), 
(956)433-1969 (Español)

Date: Thursdays
Time: 2 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Event: Bingo
Where: Dairy Queen, 302 State Hwy. 
100, Port Isabel
More Info: (956)943-2101, port10@
thedqteam.com
Cost: $1.50

Date: Thursdays
Time: 6 p.m.
Event: Overeaters Anonymous  
Where: 105 E. Amberjack St., South 
Padre Island
Cost: Free

Date: Fridays
Time: 9 a.m.
Event: Guided Bird Walks with Bill

Where: SPI Birding & Nature Center, 
6801 Padre Blvd., SPI
More Info: (956)761-6801

Date: Fridays & Saturdays
Time: 6 p.m.
Event: American Legion Fish 
Fry (Fri.) and Steak Night 
(Sat.)
Where: American Legion, 819 S. Gar-
cia St., Port Isabel
Cost: Fish - $6, Steak - $12.50 (pre-
sale tickets available)

Date: Fridays (thru Nov. 30, 2018)
Time: 9:30 p.m.
Event: Booze & Brains Trivia 
Nights
Where: Causeway Café & Bar, 418 E. 
Queen Isabella Blvd., Port Isabel
More Info: (956)433-5004

Date: Saturdays thru Sept. 29
Time: 8 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Event: Saturday Recycling
Where: 4501 Padre Blvd., South Padre 
Island

Date: Sept. 21-23, 2018
Time: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Event: SPI Wahoo Classic
Where: Jim’s Pier, 211 W. Swordfish 
St., SPI
More Info: (956)761-5467

Date: Wednesday, September 12, 
2018
Time: 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Event: Port Isabel 
Beautification Mixer
Where: Cannon Bar at Pirate’s Land-
ing, 501 E. Maxan St., Port Isabel
More Info: (956)943-2682

Date: Friday, Sept. 14, 2018
Time: 8 a.m. -  5 p.m.
Event: 2nd Annual Jaime J. 
Zapata Fishing Tournament
Where: Jim’s Pier, 211 W. Swordfish 
St., SPI
More Info: (956)561-1052, fish@
alpha5195.com

Date: Saturday, Sept. 15, 2018
Time: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Event: Adopt-A-Beach Fall 

Beach Cleanup
Where: Various, South Padre Island 
and Boca Chica Beach
More Info: TexasAdoptABeach.org

Date: Saturday, Sept. 15, 2018
Time: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Event: Zombie Charge - 
Obstacle Course 5K
Where: TBA, South Padre Island
More Info: zombiecharge.com

Date: Saturday, September 15, 2018
Time: 6 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Event: Sea Turtle Inc. Annual 
Fundraiser
Where: Schlitterbahn Beach Resort. 
100 Padre Blvd., SPI
More Info: sea-turtle-inc.shoplightspeed.
com

Date: Sunday, Sept. 16, 2018
Time: 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Event: Ocean Vida – Beach Cleanup
Where: Wanna Wanna Beach Bar, 
5100 Gulf Blvd., SPI
More Info: (512)699-4198

Date: Thursday, Sept. 20, 2018
Time: 10 a.m.
Event: Intro to Birding
Where: Resaca de la Palma State Park, 
1000 New Carmen Ave., Brownsville
More Info: (956)350-2920

Date: Saturday, Sept. 22, 2018
Time: 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Event: National Public Lands 
Day – Fee Free Day
Where: Laguna Atascosa NWR, 
22688 Buena Vista Rd., Los Fresnos
More Info: (956)748-3607

Date: Saturday, Sept. 22, 2018
Time: 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Event: Special Needs Surfing Clinic
Where: Beach Circle Access #4, On 
Gulf Boulevard between East Pompano 
and East Sheepshead Streets, SPI
More Info: (956)455-5238, spises-
sions@gmail.com

Date: Sept. 28-29, 2018
Time: TBA
Event: 14th Annual Spawglass 
– South Texas Bay Fishing 

Tournament
Where: South Padre Island
More Info: (956)245-2979, Margie.
Lopez@SpawGlass.com

Date: Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018
Time: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Event: 9th Anniversary Open 
House Party
Where: SPI Birding & Nature Center, 
6801 Padre Blvd., SPI
More Info: (956)761-6801

Date: Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018
Time: 6 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Event: Pachanga in the Park
Where: Laguna Madre Park, off Port 
Road, Port Isabel

Date: Sunday, Sept. 30, 2018
Time: 7 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Event: South Padre Island Triathlon 
(Sprint and Olympic courses)
Where: Parrot Eyes, 5801 Padre Blvd. 
South Padre Island
More Info: www.spitriathlon.com

Date: Oct. 4-6, 2018
Time: 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Event: Sand Castle Days
Where: Clayton’s Beach Bar, 6900 
Padre Blvd., SPI

Date: Oct. 4-6, 2018
Time: Various
Event: The First 50 Years – 
2018 Classical Reunion
Where: Port Isabel Fire Hall, Tarpon 
Stadium, Pelican Station and PI Event & 
Cultural Center
More Info: (956)299-0713
Cost: $75

Date: Oct. 4-7, 2018
Time: Various
Event: SPLASH South Padre
Where: Various, South Padre Island
More Info: splashsouthpadre.com

Date: Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018
Time: 6 p.m.
Event: Port Isabel Police Dept. 
National Night Out
Where: Walmart parking lot, 1401 
State Hwy. 100, Port Isabel

CALENDARWant to see your event listed here? 
Email us at editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com.
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Special to the Parade

Over the past two weeks, I have 
been covering things to do now that 
we are entering the fall garden season. 
Mainly the trimming of perennial plants, 
shrubs and corrective pruning of freeze 
damaged tropical trees and of course the 
fertilizing of these immediately after the 
trimming. I know those garden chores 
produce excellent results, but the weather 
is still hot and humid and it makes it 
seem like just hard work. Now entering 
into mid-September, the next item on 
the to-do list starts the “fun” part of the 
fall gardening. For me, the fun part of 
gardening now is that we are entering 
the prime time of year for herb plants, 
vegetable gardening and planting of fall 
blooming annuals. 

Back a few years ago when I had 
the Verandas Nursery, we 
would make the transition 
of ending the hot as heck 
summer season, to a full 
setup of herb plants, 
tomato plants and 
starts of vegetable 
plants and seeds, 
and the first of the 
fall season Petunias 
and Geraniums. We 
would always do 
this between the middle 
of September to the third 
week of the month so we could start 
our first fall gardening ad on the 21st 
of the month. Remembering back to 
those days, I would always enjoy 
the excitement of our customers 
ready to start back with their 
garden activities and the stories 

of how brutal the summer heat was for 
their plants. Those are great memories 
over what turned into a 20 year stretch 
of having the nursery on Garcia Street 
and then over to Laguna Heights. Now 
you can probably go to any independent 
nursery in the Rio Grande Valley and 
find them stocked and ready to start the 
fall season. 

What I enjoy the most of fall season 
gardening is growing tomatoes. I was 
fortunate a couple of weeks ago to find a 
chain store with newly delivered tomato 
plants that had just arrived. I found a few 
of my favorites and was excited about 
getting them planted before Labor Day. I 
like to start my old time favorites Sweet 
100 Cherry and Early Girl as soon as I 
can and will enjoy looking for other new 
varieties to try. This spring I tried a grape 
tomato “Tami-g” that was the super star 

of the season. I will be on the 
lookout for those.

As you can see I 
am full of excitement 
over the fall season 
and hope that you can 
find it as well. Instead 
of the last couple 
of months of just 
keeping our plants 
alive, we get to look 

forward to planting new 
things and seeing how they 

do, by adding tons of color 
to your landscapes and flower pots 

on your patios. If you find yourself 
“beat” down with surviving the 
summer heat, then you need to head out 

to an independent nursery and catch 
the excitement of fall planting. 

-R. Lewis T.C.N. #132
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The Port Isabel Police Department is proud to announce it will once against 
host National Night Out this fall, but this time, there will be a change of 
venue.

This year’s National Night Out will be held on Thursday, Oct. 4 at the park-
ing lot of the Port Isabel Walmart. The festivities begin at 6 p.m.

National Night Out is a nationwide movement aimed at helping to foster 
positive relationships between police departments, local, state and federal 
law enforcement agencies, and the communities they serve.

Port Isabel’s National Night Out will include food, music, and fun and 
games for the kids. It is free, and one need not be a Port Isabel resident to 
attend.
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AND NOW... 
A MESSAGE FROM R. LEWIS LANDSCAPING

• Landscape Design and Installation
• Re-Landscaping of Established Lawns • Native Trees and Palm Trees Planted

• Seasonal Pruning and Trimming • Mulching • Composting • Clean-ups

Please Call
(956) 371-0647

Free
Estimates

Special to the Parade

The Museums of 

Port Isabel and the 

Laguna Madre 

Museum Foundation 

are proud to present 

another installment 

in the “Telling Our 

Stories” Series of 

2018 on Thursday, 
Sept. 27. The feature 
presentation will be held at the Treasures 

of the Gulf Museum, 308 East Railroad 
Avenue at 7 p.m. This month’s topic 
will be on “Shrimping Industry” by 

Carlette Boudreaux.
Boudreaux writes: “In 1949 at the age 

of 3, my father, mother and I moved to 
Brownsville, Texas from Morgan City, 
Louisiana.  The Shrimping Industry 

brought us here.  My father asked my 

mother if we could come for one season 

(which would have been about six 

months) and the season lasted 66 years.  

With some others, my fathers did a lot 

to improve the South Texas Shrimping 

Industry.  As of today, he is still located 

in the Port Isabel area where he docked 

his first boat when we arrived. “
Please join the Museums of Port 

Isabel for an entertaining evening 

with Boudreaux as she 

delivers her presentation 

of the history of the 

shrimping industry, 

with an emphasis on 

the Port Isabel area. 

All locals and visitors 

are welcome to attend 

this free presentation. 

Complimentary drinks 
and hors d’oeuvres 

will be provided. 

‘Telling Our Stories” is an educational 

program aimed at preserving the 

heritage of the City of Port Isabel and 
the Laguna Madre area. Its goals are to 

preserve the local and natural history 

through presentations and exhibits. 

The program is co-sponsored by the 

Museums of Port Isabel and the Laguna 

Museum Foundation. “Telling Our 

Stories” is presented on the fourth 

Thursday of each month from January 

through September at the Treasures of 

the Gulf Museum. Admission is free.

For more information on Telling 

Our Stories, or to help sponsor an 

event, contact Jeannie Marie A. Flores 

at (956)943-7602 or visit www.
portisabelmuseums.com or you may 

also send an email to jrivera@copitx.

com.

tell ing our stories

Shrimping Industry

Change of venue for 
PIPD National Night Out
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Fall beach clean-up 
postponed
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Special to the Parade
Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush an-nounced the 2018 Texas General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach Fall Cleanup will be postponed until Saturday, Oct. 6. With an overwhelming number of RSVP responses, Texans have an-swered the call to clean up our coastline. In the interest of safety, the General Land Office (GLO) has decided to postpone the cleanup until after inclement weather has passed.The Texas Adopt-A-Beach program began in the fall of 1986, when 2,800 volunteers picked up 124 tons of trash. Since then, more than half a million volunteers have removed nearly 10,000 tons of trash from Texas beaches. Each volun-teer will be given data cards, gloves, pencils and trash bags. All volunteers are advised to wear closed-toe shoes, bring sunscreen and plenty of drinking water. The Texas General Land Of-fice Adopt-A-Beach cleanups are normally held rain or shine, but with severe tropical weather on the horizon, this Saturday’s coastwide cleanups have been postponed.

There will only be two Adopt-A-Beach cleanup sites along Rio Grande Valley beaches, includ-ing Boca Chica Beach at the end of Highway 4, and at Andy Bowie Park. The cleanup slated for South Padre Island City Access No. 3 has been cancelled.
According to information released by the GLO, 2,946 people registered to participate in the Andy Bowie cleanup, while another 913 people had registered for the Boca Chica Beach clean-up prior to the postponement.



Walk For 
Women 
to offer 
jampacked 
weekend
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ONE STOP
HURRICANE

PREPARATION
CENTER

TEXAS GREATEST HOME IMPROVEMENT WAREHOUSE - WE DELIVER!!!!

1723 W. Hwy. 100 • Port Isabel, TX • 956-943-4800 
Mon-Sat 7:30 am-7 pm • Sunday 10 am-5 pm

• PLYWOOD
• GENERATORS
• FLASHLIGHTS
• CHAINSAWS
• TARPS

• DUCT TAPE
• ROPE & BUNGEES
• 20 LB PROPANE
   TANKS

South Padre Parade

Walk For Women (W4W) is celebrat-
ing its 15th year of fundraising to help 
local women and their families as they 
battle breast cancer. And, in honor of 
the 15th year, this year’s slate of events 
are sure to impress.

Things kick off on Friday, Oct. with 
a Roaring 20s-themed casino night 
at Louie’s Backyard. Participants can 
choose from black jack, roulette, craps, 
or Texas Hold-em. Admission is $40 
per person.

Then on Saturday, Oct. 6 anglers will 
compete in W4W’s annual bay fishing 
tournament. Weigh-in will be at Louie’s 
Backyard and will run from 11:30 a.m. - 

1:30 p.m. Qualifying fish are red drum, 
speckled trout and flounder. First place 
wins $750, second wins $500 and third 
wins $250.

Finally, on Sunday, Oct. 7, partici-
pants will flock to the South Padre Is-
land Convention Centre to participate in 
the organization’s namesake — the 15th 
Annual Walk For Women. 

Registration will occur onsite be-
ginning at 8:30 a.m. and the walk will 
begin at 10 a.m. Walkers will proceed 
from the Convention Centre to Louies 
Backyard. Transportation will be pro-
vided for those wishing to return to the 
Convention Centre aftrerwards.

For more information, visit SPIWalk
ForWomen.org.

Roaring 20s
Casino Night  & 

Auction
Louie’s Backyard 
Friday, Oct. 5
7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Fishing Tournament 
Saturday, Oct. 

6
Anglers can start at 

7 a.m. 
Weigh in from 11:30 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

14th Annual Walk 
for Women Breast 
Cancer Awareness 

Walk
SPI Convention 

Centre 
Sunday, Oct. 7
Registration 8:30 

a.m. Walk at 10 a.m. 
Ends at Louie’s 

Backyard.

S  C  H  E  D  U  L  E     O  F     E  V  E  N  T  S
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COMPLIMENTARY VALET 
PARKING DURING LUNCH 

MONDAY-FRIDAY

SPECTACULAR FOOD &
BREATHTAKING VIEWS

Real Japanese Sushi Restaurant
Teppanyaki Steak & Seafood Grill

Join us for Daily Lunch Specials
Starting @$6.99

Entrees Include: Soup, Salad & Fried Rice
Choose from over 50 Rolls!

New Appetizers
Heart Attack, Monkey Brain,

Vietnamese Spring Roll, Lettuce Wrap

New Menu
Pad Tai Noodles, Orange Chicken,
General Taos, Yakisoba Noodles

Open 7 Days a week
Sun - Thurs 11:30am - 11pm
Fri & Sat 11:30am - Midnight

410 Padre Blvd. Ste. 102, Fiesta Plaza, SPI, Texas
(956) 761-2446

Try a Stars & Stripes
America Roll!



10    South Padre  Parade, September 13, 2018



South Padre  Parade, September 13, 2018   11



12 South Padre Parade, September 13, 2018

South Padre Parade

The date for Pachanga in the Park 
has been set for Saturday, Sept. 29. 
And the City of Port Isabel is inviting 
one and all to the biggest party of the 
year. 

Pachanga will take place at Laguna 
Madre Park, located behind the Lagu-
na Madre Youth Center off Port Road. 

The party will include live music by 
Los Garcias Brothers, as well as Juan 
Garza y los Ultimos Quatro. More 
adventerous partygoers can enter the 
dance contest, jalapeño eating con-
test, or the grito contest. There will 
also be dance performances, rides for 
the kids, numerous food vendors  and 
more.

Come one, come all for an evening 
of fun at Pachanga in the Park. The 
festivities will take place from 6 p.m. 
- 11 p.m.

Pachanga in the Park set for Sept. 29

Special to the Parade

Come to the McAllen Conven-
tion Center on Saturday and Sun-
day, September 22nd and 23rd, and 
visit Quinta Mazatlán along with 
other amazing exhibitors for an in-

door educational adventure called 
“Eco Rio”.

“Eco Rio” section will be open from 12 
p.m. to 8 p.m. with more than 40 nature edu-

cational booths! Fiesta de Palmas, “Eco Rio” 
offers STEAM activities for children consist-
ing of science, technology, engineering arts, 

and math. Bring your family for this 
2-day event and make sure you 
visit “Eco Rio” an indoor educa-
tional adventure where you will 
be able to see and sometimes 
touch LIVE native animals of 
South Texas.

Don’t miss this chance to go 
“Eco Rio” and let the adventure 
begin. Get your passport, fill it 
with stickers and win a prize! 

“Eco Rio” will feature wildlife professionals like
Alejandro Millan handling LIVE reptiles, from ball
pythons and snapping turtles to lemurs and a macaw!
Come and plunge into an exciting interactive contact
with all things reptilian!

Reptiles not your thing? Stop by the Victoria Texas
Zoo booth to meet a LIVE ocelot, fox, skunk, jave-
lina and more! You can also visit Sky Kings Falcon-
ry, who are dedicated to the preservation of raptors. 
The LIVE animals at “Eco Rio” cannot be released
back into the wild for health and wellness reasons
and instead are used to help educate the public about
the importance of conservation. The Native Ameri-
can Bear Clan will also present artifacts, display an
authentic teepee, and hold native dances. Stay and
listen to the Native American stories (bilingual) and
become part of the rich tradition of storytelling.

The event cost is Saturday $5 for adults and free 
for children under 12 years old. Sunday free for all 
ages between 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. After 5pm Free for
children under 12 and $5 for adults. The McAllen
Convention Center is located at 700 Convention
Center Blvd in McAllen. For more information, con-
tact The McAllen Convention Center at (956) 681-
3801 or visit www.mcallenconventioncenter.net.

Eco Rio at Fiesta
de Palmas



Special to the Parade

San Benito Police Department 
will host its 12th Annual Nation-
al Night Out on Tuesday, Oct. 2 
from 6-9 p.m. at Stookey Park. 

National Night Out is a great 
opportunity for citizens and 
law enforcement to partner up 
against crime. San Benito Police 
Chief Michael Galvan invites 
families to attend the event, 
meet your neighbors and com-
mit to helping law enforcement 
reduce crime in the community. 

Free food, music, raffle priz-
es and community fun will be 

sponsored by more than 50 or-
ganizations and businesses.  

The public is invited 
to come enjoy this free 
family friendly 
event. Na-
tional Night 
Out is de-
signed to:

• H e i g h t e n 
crime and drug 
prevention aware-
ness 

•Generate support and 
participation in crime ef-
forts 

•Strengthen neighborhood 

spirit and police community re-
lations 

•Let criminals know 
that neighborhoods 

are organized 
and fighting 
back. 

D u r i n g 
the event, 

residents in 
neighborhoods 

throughout the 
State and across the 

nation are asked to turn 
on their porch lights, lock 

their doors and spend the eve-
ning outside with their neigh-

bors, police officers, firefighters 
and EMS paramedics. Stookey 
Park will serve as a centralized 
location for this community with 
those officials participating. 

Events such as cookouts, 
block parties and neighborhood 
walks are also encouraged si-
multaneously throughout the 
city and nationwide. 

For more information about 
National Night Out visit http://
www.oclcorp.org/national-
nightout.html or contact Detec-
tive Benisse Gomez at the San 
Benito Police Department at 
(956)361-3880.
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September 15, 2018
Cultural Indian Pow Wow

Event features live cultural performances by 
the Diamond Creek Crown Dancers and the 
Sahawe Dancers, as well as Gourd Dancing and 
the Pow Wow Dancers, at Veterans Memo-
rial Academy, 2115 N. Oscar Williams Rd., San 
Benito, TX. 78586. Sponsored by Texas Histor-
ic Independence Celebration Assoc. Event runs 
from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Raffles, cakewalks and 
food/drink vendors featured. For more infor-
mation, call Ruben Cordova at 956-793-2357.

October 1, 2018
Adult Kickball registration opens

Registration ends Nov. 14, and the sea-
son runs Nov. 22 – Jan. 20 at Stookey Soft-
ball Fields. Call the San Benito Parks & 
Recreation office for details at (956)254-
6065, or check www.facebook.comsan
benitoparks andrecreation.

October 9, 2018
Friends of the Library Monthly Speakers 

Series: Words of Wisdom
The San Benito Friends of the Library present 
Lilian Mezquida, who will speak on the subject 

of “Healthy Cooking, Part 1” from 5:30-6:15 
p.m. at the Library’s Meeting Room, 101 Rose 
Street. For more information, please call 956-
361-3860.

October 13, 2018
South Texas Music Festival

South Texas Music Festival showcases the city’s 
musical heritage in San Benito.  Consists of an 
evening concert under the stars with some of 
the best regional music in South Texas, food 
and arts vendors, cold beverages, and activi-
ties for audiences of all ages. San Benito Fair-
grounds, 551 Cesar Gonzalez Parkway, San 
Benito, Texas 78586.  Doors open at 3:00 pm 
(Admission is $5 at the gate – Children 10 and 
under, free.) For more information, contact 
Luis Contreras at 956-361-3804 Ext. 418.

November 2, 2018
Youth Soccer registration opens

Registration ends December 28, and the sea-
son runs February 6-April 3 at Stookey Soccer 
Fields. Call the San Benito Parks & Recreation 
office for details at 956-254-6065, or check 
www.facebook.comsanbenitoparksandrecre-
ation.

November 11, 2018
Veterans Day March & Ceremony

Remember our Proud Veterans on Veterans 
Day. The March of Veterans begins at 8:50 a.m. 
when Veterans and surviving family members 
are invited to march down Sam Houston Street 
with a police escort to the San Benito Veterans 
War Memorial site (Railroad Tracks and Row-
son Street) for a patriotic ceremony paying 
tribute to our veterans who fought and died to 
keep our freedoms. Commemorative engraved 
bricks to honor your special veteran can be 
purchased by contacting Martha McClain at 
95-361-3804 Ext. 301. To participate, or for 
more information, please call Victor Garza at 
956-399-7464.

November 13, 2018
Friends of the Library Monthly Speakers 

Series: Words of Wisdom
The San Benito Friends of the Library present 
Lilian Mezquida, who will speak on the subject 
of “Healthy Cooking Part 2” from 5:30-6:15 
p.m. at the Library’s Meeting Room, 101 Rose 
Street. For more information, please call 956-
361-3860.

San Benito to host National Night Out
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Cities to mark  
Causeway

 collapse 
anniversary

South Padre Parade

The cities of Port Isabel and South Padre Island will be marking the 17th 
anniversary of the collapse of the Queen Isabella Causeway with a ceremony 
to be held at the base of the Causeway in Port Isabel.

The event will be held Saturday, Sept. 15 and will begin at 10 a.m. In the 
event of inclement weather, the ceremony will be moved indoors to the Port 
Isabel City Commission Chamber located inside City Hall, 305 E. Maxan St.

On Sept. 15, 2001, just four days after the terrorist attacks in New York 
and Washington, D.C., the Queen Isabella Causeway was struck by a passing 
barge. The barge, which had been attempting to make its way underneath the 
center span of the bridge, hit a support pillar. Two sections of the bridge span 
collapsed at impact, while another collapsed a short time later.

As the accident occurred after dark, motorists driving along the Causeway 
were unaware that it had been damaged. Seven people died when their ve-
hicles drove over the gap in the damaged bridge, including then fire chief of 
Port Isabel, Robert Harris. 

Each year since the tragedy, the two cities connected by the bridge come 
together to remember those who died, and take turns hosting the memorial 
service every Sept. 15. The bridge was ultimately renamed the Queen Isa-
bella Memorial Causeway in their honor.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). A clean-

ing and organizing effort will be a stel-

lar way to start the week. The endeavor 

will not only make your external life 

more organized, it will also make the 

inner structures of your thought process 

sparkle and shine. Everything you get 

involved in this week will be favorably 

affected.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). In 

Egyptian hieroglyphics, the ear is an 

often-used symbol for imploring the 

gods to hear the prayers of mortals. If 

the ear were a letter in your alphabet, 

you might use it often this week, too. 

The attention of higher ups could make 

a huge difference toward reaching your 

goals. How can you make them listen?

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Most of 

this week shows you in a spontaneous 

and generous mood. You’ll certainly 

keep the others on their toes, as they’ll 

quickly learn not to make assumptions 

about you. Your company is a treat. 

Maybe they’ll get an entertaining story, 

or maybe they’ll get their needs met 

and their wishes granted.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The 

landscape of your life has changed. The 

change happened while you were look-

ing right at things, only it happened 

so gradually that you couldn’t detect 

it. And now, you’ll have fun discov-

ering what’s new. After some explor-

ing, you’ll find it’s best to adjust your 

expectations according to what you 

learn. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Younger 

people need to be selfish. It’s a normal 

part of human development. They are 

charged with creating their own sense of 

identity, which cannot be accomplished 

without a degree of self-centeredness. 

Whatever your age, this fact of youth 

will have impact as you, or people you 

love, set out to build a life. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A good 

dentist never pulls her own teeth, and 

a lawyer who represents himself has a 

fool for a client. You would be wise to 

consult other trusted experts to handle 

a part of your life this week, too. Sure, 

you could do it yourself if you re-

ally had to, but that doesn’t mean you 

should. Let others work and advocate 

for you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). What you 

call things matters. Hunger moves when 

you call it fasting. A friendship changes 

when you use the word romance. The 

same cuts of surgery are feared or de-

sired, depending on whether they are 

called necessary or elective. Your mood 

will lift when you give something a new 

name this week. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re 

ready to get into a new way of of think-

ing about your situation. For this to 

happen, you’ll have to let some old 

thoughts die. It’s the way to intellectual 

levity. Emotional and spiritual benefits 

will follow in the wake. The weekend 

brings a rebirth of sorts. You’ve done 

this before, but this one is really spe-

cial.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 

The gymnast aims to “stick the land-

ing” i.e. to end the acrobatic move with 

both feet planted firmly on the ground 

without a stumble, fall or adjustment. 

Paradoxically, learning this kind of cer-

tainty can only come from stumbling, 

falling and adjusting. Be patient with 

yourself as you bumble toward cer-

tainty. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). So 

many are involved in the argument that 

it seems like attendance is mandatory. 

While you don’t want to risk being left 

out of the culture, isn’t the fighting ri-

diculous? It’s like blind men arguing 

over the colors of a rainbow. Stay out 

of it, and you’ll have time to devote to 

a burgeoning new interest. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 

While some friendships are like fashion 

that comes and goes with the seasons, 

you devote yourself to the sort of bonds 

that never go out of style. You’ll focus 

on relationships that, like classic jeans, 

have suffered wear and tear over time 

and are somehow better for it -- softer, 

more comfortable and more valuable. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Know-

ing everything about the way clouds 

are formed will never be enough to 

know the particular shape any cloud 

will take. Similarly, you’re not going 

to know the result of this project until 

you finish it. So revel in the suspense 

and keep working. You’re in for expe-

riencing something you couldn’t have 

predicted.

THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS: You 

are the emotional ballast of your tribe. 

Though sometimes you feel like you’re 

in a lowered position, you improve the 

stability of the group just by being there. 

And don’t worry, whether you seek it or 

not, you’ll get more praise and attention 

than you know what to do with starting 

in November. What happens in January 

may leave you stroking your chin, but 

don’t stay bewildered. This is only the 

beginning. Find out more, and then act. 

This is a lucky break. Travel in July is 

magical. 

Write Holiday Mathis at Holiday-

Mathis@gmail.com.

For the Week Beginning Jan. 21

Just as chasing happiness is one of the surest ways to make it run from you, seeking 

spiritual evolution can lead to hyper self-involvement and the limited perception and 

experience that comes from believing in but one idea of righteousness. In this first full 
week of the sun’s sojourn in philanthropic Aquarius, instead of trying to be spiritual or 

happy, aim to be loving and useful to others and enjoy the side effects.

HOROSCOPES
By Holiday Mathis

Special to the Parade H ope, like salt, is necessary for human life. Without sodium, 
the body cannot transmit the nerve impulses that make 
muscles work. Without hope, people are unmotivated to go 
on. In the case of both hope and salt, it doesn’t take much to 
do the trick, and too much is harmful. Mercury and the sun 
enter Libra. Fantasies meet their counterbalance in truth 
and reason. Reasonable hopes lead to effective action.

For the Week Beginning Sept. 16

South Padre Island
Hotline: 761-7828
Office: 761-7839

“The Friendliest Movie Theater Around”
4700 Padre Blvd

  Island
Cinema

x No passes accepted.

Matinee (before 3:00) Tickets $7.00
Seniors (55+) Always $7.00 

Send your e-mail address to islandcinemaspi@yahoo.com
To receive e-mail info about special events!

Now Showing!
Friday, Sept. 14 - Thursday, Sept. 20

Searching
(PG13)

2:00   4:45   7:30 

Crazy Rich Asians
(PG13)

1:40    4:20    7:00

XThe Nun
(R)

2:20    4:40    7:20 

XThe Predator
(R)

2:10    4:30    7:10 



RUNS
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R G V  R U N / W A L K ,  B I C Y C L E  &  O B S T A C L E  E V E N T S

the

Date: Saturday, Sept. 15, 2018
Time: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Event: Zombie Charge - Obstacle Course 5K
Where: TBA, South Padre Island
More Info: zombiecharge.com

Date: Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018
Time: TBA
Event: Run Like a Princess 5K
Where: Mission Hike & Bike Trails, 1 mile south of 
Expressway 83 on Conway Avenue, Mission
More Info: www.soleracing.org
Cost: TBA

Date: Saturday, October 6, 2018
Time: 8 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Event: Sabal Palm Trail Run 5K
Where: Sabal Palm Sanctuary, 8435 Sabal Palm 
Rd., Brownsville
More Info: www.2runcrew.org
Cost: Tickets go on sale July 29

Date: OctOBER 7, 2018
Time: 8:30 a.m. - registration. 10 a.m. walk
Event: 15th Annual Walk for Women – Breast 
Cancer Awareness Walk
Where: Louie’s Backyard, 2305 Laguna Blvd., SPI
More Info: spiwalkforwomen.org

Date: Sunday, October 14, 2018
Time: 8 a.m.
Event: Ride for Rotary – Queen Isabella Causeway 
Cross 2018
Where: Brownsville Event Center, 1 Event Ct., 
Brownsville
More Info: (956)648-5857, (956)455-4243
Cost: $40

Date: Sunday, October 21, 2018
Time: 6:30 a.m.
Event: Historic Brownsville International Half Mara-
thon
Where: TSC ITEC Center, 301 Mexico Blvd., 
Brownsville
More Info: www.2runcrew.org
Cost: TBA

Date: Saturday, October 27, 2018
Time: TBA
Event: Los Muertos 5K
Where: Mission Hike & Bike Trails, 1 mile south of 
Expressway 83 on Conway Avenue, Mission
More Info: www.soleracing.org
Cost: TBA

Date: Saturday, NovEMBER 3, 2018
Time: 8 a.m.
Event: Monarch Run 5K & 1 mile
Where: National Butterfly Center, 3333 Butterfly 
Park,, Mission
More Info: www.2runcrew.org/monarch-5k
Cost: TBA

Date: Sunday, NovEMBER 4, 2018
Time: 7 a.m.
Event: 3rd Annual Raul Alcala Gran Fondo
Where: Schlitterbahn Park, 100 Padre Blvd., SPI
More Info: www.raulalcala.com/spi

Date: Saturday, NovEMBER 10, 2018
Time: 5 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Event: Blacklight Run 5K
Where: Louie’s Backyard, 2305 Laguna Blvd., SPI
More Info: blacklightrun.com/locations/south
padre

Date: Saturday, December 1, 2018
Time: TBA
Event: Cactus Thorn 5/10/15K
Where: Mission Hike & Bike Trails, 1 mile south of 
Expressway 83 on Conway Avenue, Mission
More Info: www.soleracing.org
Cost: TBA

Date: Saturday, December 1, 2018
Time: TBA
Event: Elf Dash 5K & 1 mile fun run
Where: TBA
More Info: www.2runcrew.org
Cost: TBA

Date: Saturday, December 8, 2018
Time: 8 a.m.
Event: 13.1 Chick-Fil-A RGV Half Marathon and 
3-person half-marathon
Where: Mission High School, 1802 Cleo Dawson, 
Mission
More Info: Etlopez15@gmail.com, turbobicy-
cles75@gmail.com
Cost: $30-70

Date: Saturday, December 29, 2018
Time: TBA
Event: Resolution 5K
Where: Mission Hike & Bike Trails, 1 mile south of 
Expressway 83 on Conway Avenue, Mission
More Info: www.soleracing.org
Cost: TBA

Date: Sunday, January 20, 2019
Time: TBA
Event: McAllen Marathon Scott Crane Memorial 
Run 2019
Where: McAllen Convention Center, 700 Conven-
tion Center Blvd., McAllen
More Info: www.mcallenmarathon.com
Cost: $30-70
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Special to the Parade

‘Peppermint’
I can’t think what kind of movie would merit the dumb-

bunny title of this one, but it’s not this one. True, there is a 
cute little girl nibbling at a peppermint ice cream cone near 
the beginning, as she’s leaving a twinkly Christmas fair with 
her mom and dad. But as soon as all three of these people 
are mowed down by drug thugs from a passing hit wagon, 
the movie heads off in a grim, witless direction from which 
it never deviates.

The only one not killed in the plot-launching bullet storm 
is the mom, Riley North (Jennifer Garner). She’s a sunny 
suburban bank employee who seems an unlikely wife for the 
sort of guy (Jeff Hephner) who’d agree to be the wheelman 
for a drug rip-off that’s sure to infuriate a local crime kingpin. 
But she is, and he does, and by the time he’s changed his 
mind about taking part in this caper, it’s too late: the kingpin, 
one Diego Garcia (Juan Pablo Raba), has already ordered 
hits on all involved. 

A sympathetic detective named Carmichael (John 
Gallagher Jr.) urges Riley to finger her heavily neck-tattooed 
assailants in a lineup, and she does. But the system turns out 
to be terminally corrupt, and a bought-and-paid-for judge 
lets the ‘bangers go (we see them chuckling). Riley is loudly 
outraged, so the judge orders her sent to a psych facility to 
deal with her anger-management issues. Nascent badass that 
she is, though, Riley never arrives.

Five years later she’s back, with a bag full of guns, 
knives and knuckle-dusters and an impressive line in bone-
cracking martial arts moves. She warms up by hanging the 
dead bodies of three of Diego’s goons from a Ferris wheel. 
Then she pays a visit to the bent judge, and leaves him really 
wishing she hadn’t. As she battles her way up through the 

ranks of Diego’s hooligans — snapping arms, bashing teeth, 
nailing hands to tables — she strains Diego’s meager store 
of cordiality to its limits. “Put that bitch in a box,” he tells an 
under-thug.

There is nothing else to this story (well, apart from some 
amusing payback Riley downloads on a snotty neighbor). It’s 
a straight revenge thriller, which is fine. The movie might 
have provided a fun return to Garner’s butt-thumping “Alias” 
roots. But the script, by Chad St. John (also responsible for 
“London Has Fallen”), carefully avoids interrupting Riley’s 
progress toward a predictable Diego-nado with any intrusion 
of surprise. And director Pierre Morel, once the action master 
of “District 13,” can’t keep all the scenes of set-piece violence 
from melting together into an under-lit puddle of mayhem.

There are no memorable characters to liven things up, 
either. After establishing Riley’s maternal bona fides in early 
scenes with her soon-to-be-dead daughter (Cailey Fleming), 
the story locks her down into dead-eyed killing-machine 
mode all the way to the end. Gallagher and fellow cops 
John Ortiz and Method Man warm up the proceedings a bit, 
but most everybody else is a Hispanic hood waiting to be 
converted into a stain on a wall or a smear on the sidewalk. 
You know what’s coming, and it’s not really worth waiting 
around for. 

‘The Nun’
This fifth installment in the “Conjuring” horror series 

has one compelling element: its star. Taissa Farmiga, of 
“American Horror Story,” is the younger sister of Vera 
Farmiga, who co-pilots the “Conjuring” mothership, and she 
has an ethereal sweetness that’s just right for the role of a 
young Catholic novitiate forced to face off against, as they 
say, an ancient evil. In a movie so beholden to the horror 
tradition of stylish murk, Farmiga’s bright face — which 
recalls that of Zoe Kazan a little bit — is a beacon that you 
have to hope will light her way to better films.

“The Nun” is autopilot horror. It feels throughout as if 
preset switches were triggering the rotating wall crosses, 
the overworked fog machines, the cheap pop-up terrors. 
The story, by Gary Dauberman, who’s been imported 
from the “Annabelle” wing of the “Conjuring” empire, is 
unblushingly generic. After a young nun hangs herself at a 
13th-century abbey in the spooky mountains of Romania, 
an exorcist priest named Father Burke (Demian Bichir) is 
dispatched from the Vatican to determine what’s up. He is 
directed to bring along with him a novice called Sister Irene 
(Farmiga), who in addition to having not yet taken her vows 
is also prone to weird dreams.

Upon arriving, Burke and Irene make the acquaintance 
of a typical Transylvanian character — a French-Canadian 
peasant who calls himself “Frenchie” (Jonas Bloquet). 
Frenchy has a little carriage that immediately comes in handy 
and a shotgun that will soon enough.

The inside of the abbey (which is real — the movie was 
shot in Romania) is dark and authentically forsaken-looking. 
(There’s a sign in the basement that announces “God ends 
here”). There are many long corridors, and many, many 
flickering candles, plus occasional ravens, demon hands 
clawing their way through walls, and a full-service cemetery 
with coffins open and awaiting you. There’s also an ancient 
abbess who speaks from behind a black veil and ... well, 
it’s all very creepy. Not least the titular nun, even though 
we’ve seen her before in “The Conjuring 2” and briefly in 
“Annabelle: Creation.”

The story of course hooks up with other strands of 
the “Conjuring” master narrative (and we also make the 
acquaintance of a new character who will be turning up 
to vomit snakes at us in some future episode). But it’s 
awfully thin stuff for a 90-minute movie, and apart from the 
shameless jump scares, it’s not all that frightening, either. 
Loyal “Conjuring” fans deserve better. (Creators Syndicate)

Movie Review

Jennifer Garner, Born-Again Butt-Kicker; Taissa Farmiga in Search of Scary
‘Peppermint’ and ‘The Nun’
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CLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@portisabelsouthpadre.com

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
BY EMAIL: Send your classified to classifieds@portisabelsouthpadre.com

BY PHONE: (956)943-5545 BY FAX: (956)943-4782
BY MAIL: P.O. Box 308, Port Isabel, TX 78578

IN PERSON: 101 Maxan St., Port Isabel, TX (Open Mon. - Fri. 8a.m. - 5p.m.)

DEADLINES

Thursday’s Parade
Tuesday 12:00 p.m.

��7 APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HIRING NOW! Housekeepers 

wanted! Condo and house clean-

ings. $8.00 per hour. Call 956-

408-0700 or come to our office 
SPI Rentals, 2600 Padre Blvd. 

Suite R., South Padre Island.

17 EMPLOYMENT

FOR RENT: 1 bed/1 bath apart-

ment on SPI. Furnished with util-

ities, cable and WiFi. No pets. No 

smoking. $950 rmonth/$500 de-

posit with a one year lease. Call 

956-371-4250.

30 BOATS & SUPPLIES

NOW HIRING Experienced 

Cooks. Apply in person at Black-

beards at 103 E. Saturn, SPI.

FOR SALE: 12 ft. Zodiac inflat-
able with 10hp Yamaha. Great

condition. Accessories included.

$2,500. Contact Steve at 956-

572-0378.

FOR RENT: 2/2 Port O Call. 

Fishermen’s paradise with boat 

slip. $1,400 per month all bills 

paid. Call 956-572-0378.

9 CONDOS FOR RENT

TWO SANDCASTLE CON-
DOS FOR RENT: Efficiency 
and 1/1 furnished apartment, 2 

swimming pools & fishing pier 
on bay side. All utilities included. 

Call 956-465-7718.

CONDO FOR RENT: 2 bed-

room Laguna Coronado Condo at 

805 Santa Isabella, Laguna Vista. 

$850 month. Call 956-459-5543.

REPORTERS WANTED
The Port Isabel - South Padre Press is seeking freelance 
reporters interested in covering local government, 
community interest stories and high school sports. 
This opportunity is perfect for someone looking to fill 
their evenings or weekends. 
Interested parties should contact the Port Isabel - 
South Padre Press at (956)943-5545 or send an email 
to editor@portisabelsouthpadre.com.

17 EMPLOYMENT 17 EMPLOYMENT 17 EMPLOYMENT8 HOMES FOR RENT

FOR RENT: Casita on SPI Golf 

Course. 2 bed/2bath, screened in 

porch. Fully furnished, all bills 

paid. Pool, tennis courts, gym. 

$1,550/mo. Call 956-943-1864.

17 EMPLOYMENT
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1808 PADRE BLVD., SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TX 78597 • 956-761-1975 - 
SUN-THUR 11AM-9PM
FRI-SAT 11AM-10PM

LUNCH SPECIALS 
11AM-4PM

Mon-The Almondy
Tue-The Vera Cruz
Wed-The West Bank

Thur-Blackened Shrimp Alfredo
Fri-The Bayou

Wed NightSnow Crab $22.222 lb. Snow Crabw/Potatoes & Corn

Mon
Night

50¢

Oysters

LIVE MUSIC
Fri & Sat 6-10pm

Guitar, Sax &
Piano Trio,

Good Time Band

$3 All Frozen Machined Daiquiris
$3.75 World Famous Redheaded Pina Coladas
$2.50 All Domestic Beer 
$2.75 House Margarita On The Rocks 
$2.75 Cape Cods
$2.75 Long Island Iced Tea
$3 House Wine By The Glass 

NEW HAPPY HOUR
3pm to 7pm, Monday thru Friday

Happy Hour daily 2-6pm. Lunch specials M-F 11am-4pm

GREAT WEATHER GREAT RATES!
Beach side cafe serving breakfast, lunch and 

dinner everyday 8am-10pm.

Motel/Marina
956-943-2414
Restaurant
956-433-5762
Restaurant Open
Daily 7 am

WHITE SANDS
MOTEL-MARINA

AND RESTAURANT

418 W. Hwy. 100, Port Isabel, TX

September is
LOCAL’S APPRECIATION 

MONTH!
Half price appetizers with
your meal all month long!






